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EDITORIAL 

Attempts to bring forward the publication date of South Midland 

Archaeology to an earlier date were again frustrated this year. 

Some contributions did arrive late - and just when we were almost 

ready to go to press, a postal strike in Aylesbury caused further 

delays. But we are earlier than last year so perhaps things are 

improving! 

Things have been busy in the region - as can,be seen by the many and 

varied contributions in this year's issue. In Group 9 itself a very 

successful conference was held at Cogges in April. The thanks of 

all there who attended are-due .tt, our former. secretary Tim Copeland 

and to our treasurer Carol Anderson fororganising the event - the 

'first .conference in which we. had departed from Oxford.. 

Further to my plea in the last Editorial, an index to the first 

fifteen issues of the journal is being prepared by Trevor Reynolds. 

As always, please.publicise the journal as.widely as possible. Insist 

that all your friends.and colleagues buy copies as. well as your local 

libraries and museum: 

Finally, I would be grateful for your contributions for the 1989 issue- 

by.1 February 1989: 

Andrew Pike 

July 1988 
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Mark Birley & Neil Beagrie 

RCHME Excavations Index 

Since 1978, the National Monuments Record of the Royal Commission on 
the Historical Monuments of England has been compiling an index of all 
Excavations that have taken place within the country, on a county by 
county basis. It has four principal aims: 

To compile a definitive list of all excavation in England. 

To indicate excavations for which reports have been 
publishecL 

To lotate the finds from each excavation. 

To locate-the original archive, dOcumentary and visual, 
from each act of excavation. 

The first two aims are fairly straightforward, nor are they an 
especially urgent concern, since the list can be added to indefinitely 
while publications do not simply disappear. It is the last two aims 
which are considered most important. 

It is a popular misconception, or perhaps even conceit, of modern 
archaeology that holds that old or amateur excavations are of limited 
value because their standards of recording fail to match those of 
today's professionals. In'fact many achieve a basic standard that can 
still be useful. Moreover, the archaeological record is no infinite 
resource, hence the concerns of the 1960's and 1970's about "Rescue 
Archaeology". Therefore it is necessary to conserve and exploit the 
efforts of earlier generations lest we allow not just the archaeological 

heritage to slip away, but also the heritage of archaeology itself. 

While the Royal Commission lacks facilities for the storage of finds, it 

can either act as a repository for excavation archives or can arrange 
for these to be copied onto micro-fiche and stored as part of the 
National Archaeological Record. The original archive could then be 

returned to the owner or to a museum of his or her choice, preferably 

that where the finds are to be stored. In this way valuable 

archaeological information need not be lost, but survives and is 

accessible for others to study in the future. 

Over the last year the index for.the counties of Buckinghamshire, 

Cambridgeshire and:Northamptonshire ilaa been compiled. To this end the 

Oountiea-mUseums, libraries and units have been searched for excavation 
archives and finds". The earliest archival material yet found is a plan 

and some notes by Dryden in his papers at Northampton Library, dated 

1439, 'of the Foxcote Roman Villa in Buckinghamshire excavated by the 
Marquis of Chandos. The finds on the other'hand are distributed between 

the Cambridge University Museum of Archaeology and Ethnography, 
Buckinghamshire County MuieUm'in Aylesbury, while a.mosaic from the 

site is at Stowe School. This gives an idea not only of the disparate 

and dispersed fate of some excavations.anck their records, but also of 

-the accidental means by which a reccird survives. 

A better example of the latter can be found amongst the prolific work 
of ThomaalicKenny_Hughes.,..Wotidwardian professor of Geology at Cambridge 
in the-later nineteenth andearlier twentieth.centuries. Virtually all 

_his archaeological:notes apPear, to have been lost. However, his 
geological-field notebooks are preserved in the Sedgwick Museum of 
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Geology in Cambridge, and in one kept on the geology of Cambridgeshire 
and East Anglia survive some sketch plans and sections of four of the 
Rare Park Tumuli, including that on Allington Hill (Reports of 
Cambridge Antiquarian Society 36 1876, 26). There are, as well, some 
notes and a section of the Roman Lime (?) kiln and burials in the 
Fulbourn Station railway cutting discovered by J. Clark in 1874 
(Camb. Antiq. Soc. Communications, 3, 1874, 313-5) and visited by 
Hughes on 5 March 1875. It is ironic that Hughes made provision for 
his geological notes in his will, bequeathing them to the Sedgwick 
Museum, but apparently none for his purely archaeological archive 
(unless someone reading this knows better, in which case The Royal 
Commission would be grateful for further information) 

Many who have excavated in Buckinghamshire, Cambridgeshire and 
Northants will by now have been contacted. Some have guaranteed 
themselves a peaceful future by responding positively to enquiries. 
The Royal Commission would be grateful if those who have not, do so, 
and also excavators who may not have known about the project to get 
in touch. 

The final result of the work will consist of some 370 excavation 
records for Cambridgeshire, 310 for Northamptonshire and 250 for 
Buckinghamshire. These will be stored on computer at the National 
Monuments Record in Fortress House, London along with records from 
other areas of the country (an estimated national total of c. 30,000 
excavations). It can be consulted free of charge via a computer 
terminal and print-outs in the public library of the National Monuments 
Record in Fortress House or alternatively by postal enquiries to the 
archaeology section address given below. In addition a nrint-out of 
the Excavations Index for Buckinghamshire will be deposited with the 
Sites and Monuments Register in the County Museum Aylesbury and with 
the Milton Keynes Archaeology Unit; a print-out of the Excavations 
Index for Cambridgeshire with the Cambridgeshire Sites and Monuments 
Register,,and a print-out of the Excavations Index for Northamptonshire 
with the Northamptonshire Sites and Monuments Register and the County 
Archaeological Archive (Northampton Museum). 

Finally, it remains only to thank all the individuals and organisations 
who have co-operated freely and willingly, who have made the task much 
easier than it might otherwise have been. 

Anyone with further information about excavations (undertaken either by 
themselves or even their grandparents), or who requires further 
information on the Excavations Index or microfilming can get in touch 
at the address below: 

Archaeological.Section Tel: 01-.734-6010 
National Monuments Record 
RCHME 
FOrtress House 
23 Savile Row- 
London W1X lAB 
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Sites and Monuments Record 

Apart from routine accessioning, little development work has taken place on 
the Sites and Monuments Record, due to lack of staff resources. 

Aerial photographs 

Grant aid from BCH= enabled considerable updating of the aerial photographic 
information in the Record. The 'existing collection.has been brought up to 

date, including much. useful information for north and east Bedfordshire 
obtained from the National Monuments Record's Air Photography Unit and the 
Cambridge University Committee for Aerial Photography. The accessioning of 
a large number of photographs taken in 1984 and 1986 by Glenn Foard of 
Northamptonshire County Council and by Ken Field has also been completed. 
Of greatest interest havbeen.the discovery of many,new sites showing as 
cropmarks owbouldek-jclaY iight acroas Bedfordshire. Amongst these is a 
particular concentration in Dean & Shelton and Melchbourne.& Yielden 
parishes, where seVeral rowa of single enclosures, sometimes linked by 
trackways, have been recorded; these are all orientated south-west/north- 
east due to their alignment along the tops of ridges. 

New archaeological and historic landscape information has been plotted from 
the photographs on to A4 0.S. map extracts at a scale of 1:10000. Complete 
indexes of aerial photographs of Bedfordshire taken by CUCAP, NMR, 
Northamptonshire County Council and Ken Field have been cross-referenced 
with the S. 
Kempston slaughterhouse 

-- 

During the autumn of 1987 we were informed of the imminent Aemolition prior 
to redevelopment of a slaughter-house built early this century to the rear 
of 93 High Street, Kempston (a former butcher's shop). 

The main feature of this brick-slaughterhouse was a heavily built timber 
frame constructed in the roof to support carcasses. These were drawn up by 
a large wooden pulley wheel and then placed on hooked runners which could be 
moved along the beams to assist dressing. Other features included white- 
glazed bricks used on the lower half of the interior walls, wooden louvre 
windows and high level ventilators. 

The building was recorded photographically but the roof structure with its 
pulley wheel was thought worthy of preservation. Its size ruled out 

accommodation in Bedford Museum, but an approach to Chiltern Open Air Museum 
proved successful: during February 1988 the building was recorded, labelled, 
carefully dismantled and removed to the Museum at Chalfont St. Giles where 
it will be reconstructed. 

The developers, Wm. J. Bushby Ltd., of Kempston, were most helpful through- 
out, generously donating the building to the Museum and assisting with its 
transportation. 

Bridges 

The County Surveyor's bridge repair programme has continued with major stone 
repair schemes at Bromham and Great Barford bridges. Documentary research 
on all the scheduled and listed road bridges in the county has now been 

B-EDFORDSHIRE 
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completed. :Detailed recording and analysis of Blunham river and navigation 
bridges and a preliminary assessment of Turvey bridge wére carried out. 
PreParation of archives for each bridge and a full report onSutton_ 
Packhorse Bridge (Bedfordshire Archaeology forthcoming) ccintinued. The 
first two articles of a short'series about the county's historic bridges 
were published in Bedfordshire Magazine. 

BROMHAM BRIDGE 

Surveys 

Earthworks surveys were carried out on a number of sites, mainly in 
response to development threats or management problems. 

At Palaceyard Wood, Roxton, a substantial circular moat with associated 
'enclosures lies within an area'of woodland'for which a management,scheme is 
in progress. 

At Skimpot between Luton and Dunstablé, a number of hollow ways have recently 
: been clipped by the construction of the new A505,Luton-Dunstable relief road. 
These were artificially constructed, not simPly the :product of er9siOn, and 
have, a pronounced V-.profile. They were probably the means of controlling the 
moveMent:of 'sheep'from medieval Dunstable to the pastures oh the higher 
ground at Caddington. 

At Overend Green,, Heath es Reach, near Leightcin Buzzard,..-an area of earthworks 
is due to be taken into an extension of the neighbouring sand quarry. The 
area affected contains.well-preserved ridge and.furrow which was modified by 
incorporation into closes associated with the medieval development of Overehd 
Green. Settlement earthworks lie in areas of' pasture close by, and it is 
hoped to.survey'i these in the near future. While there is no direct dating 
evidence for the medieval settlement, the form of the earthworks, with house. 
platforms and closes.overlying former fields, Suggests this is another example 
of the 12th century reorganisation recognised elsewhere in Bedfordshire by 
A. E. Brown and C. C. Taylor (Beds Archaeol forthcoming). 

At Chalgrave, Manor, a pair of hitherto unrecorded. fishponds was recorded 
prior to their destruction for a new fishery lake. The ponds were related to 
nearby water features, forming the much-scoured remains of 's. medieval fishery. 

BROMHANI 
MILL 

IlMedieval bridge &causey (causeway) 

M 1813-14 rebuilding 

CI 1902 widening 

' . 10 20m 

Ground Plan: phases 
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Ampthill Castle.is the site of a 15th century mansion Which became part of 
the Honour of:4Mpthillç and is famed as the residence of Katherine of Aragdh 
in the period prior to:her divorce from Henry VIII. A survey of the ruinous 
buildings, c. 1567; has een published in The History of the King's Works 
volume 4. The site lies in Ampthill Park, and is marked by a commemorative 
cross erected in the 18th century. Thiistands on a marked platform on the 
edge of the greensand escarpment, with a steep drop to the north. The 
platform has been surveyed, and the layout Of theearthworks appears to fit 
very closely withythe 16th century ground plan. 

Parish Survey 

Detailed historic map transcripts have been prepared by students on the 
Oxford In-Service Training Scheme for Haynts, and Bedford-north of the Ouse. 
The latter maps, which include a transcript.of the town in1796 on to a 

1:2500 base, may form the basis for an educational package. 

British Gas Pipeline 

A 16 inch feeder pipe, from Kimbolton to the Southern Feeder line at 

Steppingley,.was planned, .designed.and constructed in 1987. Rescue recording 

was carried oui by.Phil Catheral, the British GasA.rchaeologist, and a 
number of new areas of Iron Age/Roman occupation were identified. Earlier 
prehistoric material was veil, sparse, even where the-line crossed the Ouse 
Valley gravels east of Bedford. This may be a result of the minimal survey 
it was possible to carry out in advance in the time allowed,: as well as the 
nature of the construction. 

E. Baker & R. Mustoe 

Goldington Bury Farm, Bedford, Bedfordshire 

TL 0784 5044 TL 0784 5023 

Bury Farm is one of a.concentration of cropmark-sites in the Ouse Valley 

east 'of Bedford. Aerial phOtography revealed a number of ring ditch sites 

associated with.a field'system:of square enclosures's:rid possible drove ways 
which were to be. developed by large scale housinR and a superstore. 
Additional information-gathered by.fieldwalking by.S. Coleman and A. Simco 

, suggested the familiar Ouse Valley pattern of Bronze Age ring ditches -- 

succeeded by Iron Age.and Roman farming, together with A headland and 
indications 'Of medieval'ridge and furrow. Excavation revealed neolithic 
ritual sites exceptionally well preserved,by windtaown material which were 

respected by Bronze Age Agricultural activities and.re-used for cremation 

purposes. 

The planned small,scale watching brief.vas organised by E:Baker and 
undertaken by R. Mustoe and was funded by the.develOpers, Tesco Food Stores 

Limited, .Galliford Sears, Ideal Homes Limited and Taylor Woodrow. On 

clarification of the scale.and nature of the evidence, the Project was . 

expanded to. a rescue. excavation,' with increased funding from the developers, 

.together with support Irom HBMC and An MSC-CommUnity Programme scheme. 
This enabled-Site 1 to be characteriSed as a Class 1 henge and Site 2 as a 

possible second Class i hengS succeeded by a multiphase ring ditch.monument_ 
associated with a naiUral ridge of gravel, enhanced as a. headland in the 

medieval period. The ditch boundaries for the field system were associated 

'with'Bronze Age detritus. 
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Site 1 

A single ditch'2.00m deep and 2.47m wide enclosed, a circular area 
approximately 25m in diameter which lay to the-north of the natural ridge. 
It had!a-single entrance which was situated to.the south west. The ditch 
showedevidence of lying open for a period of tiMe in a water filled 
condition before its internal bank was deliberately.backfilled: There las 

-Aio-evidence of an external bank. Part of an antler tool Was found on the 
floor .Of the ditch. 

Subsequently, the ditch was recut and.again.backfilled, perhaps repeating . 

ritual activity. The refill contained.pottery, flint and. hazel nuts. 

Within the ditched enclosure, and probably broadly contemporary with the 
first ditch cut, were seven pairs of post pits approxiMately 0:64m deep and 
0.60m in diameter,-regularly.spaced around the circumference. A singlt., 
cremation was found off-céntre- 

Re7use of the site for burial in. the Bronze Age is.attested by a cremation 
pit cut through the. wind blown deposits sealing the site. The pit showed 

' signs of burning'and contained lerge fragments of burnt bone packed around 
an inverted pollared urn dating to the early Bronze'Age, itself containing 
further crematedmaterial. 
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Site 2 

Aeriai photographY showed this to be a double ring, and fieldwalking before 

excavation showed an extant mound clearly:visible aiythe end of the natural 

ridge crossing' the field. Excavation 4emonetrated considerable complexity, 

including twoophases of barroW.and'three ditches. Stratigraphical problems 

preclude defining a secure sequence at this stage, Principally through lack 

of connecting horizons for the outer ditch whichcould come-at-the - 

beginning or end. The preferred seqUence which is outlined below is based 

on relatiOnships of old. ground surfaces, and may have to be réVised'ta the 

light of finds_ analysis and independent dating: It is likely that most 

events followed in ;rapid succession; some being broadly contemporary. 

An irregular, sub-circular (outer) ditchapproxiMately 2.50m wide and 

0.86m deep with a single narrow.entrance on the north side, enclosing 

an area between 34.0m and 40.0m diameter:" The circumference of the 

enclosure contained a numher of aMall pits.. Three of these contained 

cremated bone and shoWed a consistent method of fill. The remaining 

pits contained deposits of hazel nuts, pottery fragments, ground stones 

and a broken polished flint axe. The exact'stratigraphic relationship 

of the pits is uncertain, but'may he clarified by radio carbon dating. 

Two pits were dug ln-the centre of the enclosure, each containing a 
crouched child burial. ,One was accOmpanied by a small pottery vessel, 

flints and e spheriCal stone. 

A neerby Post pit'probably acted as a marker and the burial areas was 

defined by a circle' of stake tplee 

2b This fence was shortly succeeded by a low turf mound 0.4m high and 

14m in diameter derived from stripping the immediately adjacent areas. 

' GOLDINGTON,BuryFarm-Site1 

,,, 1.1 ... 
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2c The mound was further enhanced by the cutting of a circular ditch (inner) 

2.00m wide and 0.94m deep through the tail of the mound closely following 

the original fence line. There is some evidence to show that spoil from 

the ditch heightened the barrow. Several substantial sherds of decorated 

Mildenhall pottery came from the base of the ditch fill. 

A fragment of saddle quern was placed at a narrowing of the ditch on 

the south west side and backfilled, possibly forming a temporary causeway. 

The rest of the ditch was filled in, probably quite soon after 

excavation. 

Two cist burials were cut through the backfilled ditch. These were 

probably contemporary since fitting fragments from saddle querns were 

found in each grave. The principal structural material for the cists 

was saddle quern with rubbing stones, and a minimum count gives 29 and 

6 of each category. 

A third inhumation should be considered with this group. It was inserted 

onto the top of the ditch where a temporary entrance may have been 

located, and lay directly above another quern stone deposits. 

Three further inhumations were inserted into the surface of the mound; 

these were two child burials in a single grave and a separate adult 

burial. 

5a A second (middle) ditch was cut which was significantly more imposing 

than the first, measuring 1.24m deep by 3.70m wide. The spoil from the 

ditch was thrown onto the earlier mound, enlarging it to approximately 

24m in diameter but of uncertain height. The barrow was supported by 
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stake revetting situated on the inner lip of the ditch, but only part 
of this stake hole line was surviving. 

6. As-with the:first site described, the burial monument was re-used in 
the Bronze, Age.. An inverted collared Urn 'provisionally dated to 
1700-1200BC-.was located on the berm:I.-between the outer and middle 
ditches in.the south east quadrant. No stratigraphical relationship 
could be established between it and the other featUres described above. 
The lower parts of the site were all sealed by a thick (0.44m) deposit 
of wind blown miterial. 

The Field System 

Only limited work was possible, but the relationships of some of the field 
boundaries to the ritual sites was established and their nature characterised. 

On site 2 a length of ditch waS seen to cross.over one of the outer ditch 
terminals-belonging to the original henge or outer.boundary. The dearth of 
Romano British material and the generous quantities of Bronze Age finds in 

.both later plough soil and the sealing wind blown. soils point to a Bronze 
Age date for the-system. It should be noted however that one such boundary 
was also seen tO be,put by the'Site 2 henge ditch,. thus inferring a second 
and alsto earlier SYStem Obscured by later-activity: A combination of 
excavation evidence and cropmarks on aerial photographs point strongly to a 
pattern of small square fieldi,and droveways which penerally respected the 
neolithic sites. 

The natural ridge Of gravel, almost'certainly enhanced in the prehistoric 
period, was probably enlarged further when utilised- as a medieval headland. 
Several shallow furrows were seen crossing Site 1 and appear to fit in with 
known ridge and furrow systems.. 

Preliminary processing and analysis of the excavated materials and records 
is in progress. 

Ursula Taylor.School, Clapham. 

TL OS SW 033 523 

Rescue:excavations in advance:;of bUildingWorks at Ursula. Taylor School 
revealed the remains of medieval structures. Aseverely truncated 
-rectangular post hole building was ientatively dated to the 13th-14th century, 
-a.date which is generallY in accord with the:results of Tilson's, unpublished 
excavation of the Clapham Manor site. (cf. Medieval Archaeol., XIX, (1975) 

249, XX'(1976) 193). Adjacent cObbled areas were discovered, the remains 
possibly of an outer court.to the sOuth of the manor. 

In addition to the medieval reMains an extensive system of Iron Age 
eclosures covered the site,' including one-smal.l. roundhouse. Of particular- 

interest was the pottery recovered, the Majority'of which was discovered 
deposited in two of the boundary ditches on the east Side of the Site. 
Furthermore a small Mesolithic- flint assemblage and three small, possibly 
quarry, pits were evidence-Of temporary.Mesolithic Occupation. 

The site will be published in volume 18 of Beds. Archaeol. J. 
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crem 6 

.Deepdale, PottOn, Bedfordshire. 

Ak_.Romano-British cremation cemetery 

TL 24 NW 206 487 

- The. Deepdale cemetery was first d-incover'ed.'in-MAY and June 1985, when during 

the laying out of A new greenhOuSe.,. six crémations were disCovered some 70cM 
: below topsoil,. The first three''weté i'ecoVered by th.d-landoWner Mr. Pitts 

and three more were exCaVated by BedfordShire-County Council Planning 

Department's Field Team.-- SubseqUently the :digging of drains in the summer 
.of 1986 and .spring 1987..revealed a fUrther five burials.and in November 

- 1987 three:more. In addition to the récovered.cremations, a ditch funning 
-N to-S, apparently bordering the cemetery-to the W, was discOvered by 

Mr. Pitts. The pots And cremations have been donated to the Bedford Museum. 

crem 7 

gif) rif 
670'01111W .01,/y/ 0.4.#44.44,) , 

R147.447F .t ...."A, 

Deepdale cemetery comprised 14 inurned'cremations, several with accessory 

vessels arranged around or placed inside the prlmary urn. There was no 

indication of a more elaborate ceremonial, nor any surviving evidence of 

gravemarkers, although simple gravegoods, like an'iron knife, were 

occisionally present. The Deepdale cemetery has provided no evidence of 

inhumations and the coherence of the date range of:the-dating evidence from 

pottery and ironwork clearly indicates use throughout the late 1st and into 

the 2nd century AD. The cemetery thus represents the sitPlest form of 

,early:Boman burial practice in a cemetery adjacent to a stall agricultural 

settlement. 

The .cemetery appears,-eVen from such a small sample, to reflect the 

tradition first identified at Kempston, where the association of cremation.. 

in calcite.gritted or sandy jars was apparent. The Kempston cemeterV also 

yielded sherds'ot.the Poppy-head beaker fort. The site will be published in 

volume 18 ofA3eds'Archaeol. J. 

Cremations with accessory vessels 
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Sandy, Bedfordshire 

TL 14 NE 179 437 

In November 1987 a skull was discovered during modern gravedigging in an 
area of Sandy that.has long been the source of Roman artefacts and a focùs 
of antiquarian interest. Because-of Home Office requirements for the 
recovery of human:bone and the possibility that they were the remains:of 
a Roman.burial, Bedfordshire_County Council!s ArchaeOlogical Field Team. 
was asked to conduct trial excavations. Subsequently a smallti.ench, 
6 x 5 m, was excavated which 'revealed at least four phases of occupation. 
from the 1st to. the Ath centUry and part Of a possible post Roman cemetery. 

TL 04 NE 066 494 

In about 1166 AD Simon de Beachamp.founded Newnham Priory for the .Aùgustinian 
canons of St. Paul's Church, Bedford,"who had used this church since the 
.10th century. The move, to just over the parish boundary, into Goldington 
took place in 1178-81.. 

The published cartulary.provides a good documentary background to theAlistory 
and possessions of the'house, but contains little- inforhatiCin about the site 
and its buildings. 

Historically some detail is clear: the priorr received stone from the . 

destruction of Bedford Castle in 1224-25 and the Black Death claimed the 

PHASE 1 

Newnham Priory, Bedford. 

1st century 
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prior in 1348. The community was criticised for the laxity of its 
discipline in the 1440's (the canons kept dogs). In the 1530's there were 
18 canons and in 1540, shortly before dissolution its net income was £284. 

Sir John Gostwick, one of Henry VIII's Commissioners for the dissolution, 
may have acquired the right to the stone from Newnham for use in his new 
buildings at Willington although,a mansion succeeded or was adapted from the 
Priory, by the mid 16th century it was the residence of Sir Robert Catlin, 
Chief Justice of the Queen's Bench, who died in 1574. The house may not 
have survived long after 1700: an illustration, by the Buck brothers, 
entitled Newnham is in fact the Greyfriars of Bedford. Subsequently no 
illustrations came from the prolific early 19th century antiquarians such 
as Thomas Fisher, and Lysons noted onlY a few brick walls. 

.In 1969 the site of the priory was.unremarkable except for the survival of 
three stretches. of, possibly late Tudor, brick walling amidst a council 

-works depot, a stretch of brick wali, adjacent to the now Newnham Priory 
marina, and-several earthworks. The site was sdheduled in recognition of 
its potential importance and possible-Survival beneath the rising ground at 
the East end of the depot.. 

The intention to change, the use of the depot brought to a head the long 
recognised need for an evaluation of the site. A small excavation of a 
mound on the northern boundary in advance of road widening in 1971 was 
inconclusive; *ork in 1973 had dated a:North-South ditch.to the 13-14th 
century but no'other archaeologidal.work had been done on the site. 

In the Autumn of 1987A series of trenches, designed to Locate the major 
claustral buildings as weil.as other adjacent structures, were cut across 
thé site. Principal resùlts Were the location of ihepriory church; the 

. 

probable south cloister and assOdiited ranges of buildings And adjacent 
structures to the west.. As well as the monastic ranges suffidient later 
structures were identified-to.p0Stulite the position of the post monastic 
hoùse. 

Additional trial.trenches were excavated to the west of the scheduled area, 
in what must have been'the outer, court of the Priory where visitors from 
Bedford would have arrived: here there was 'good Survival of stone building 
fodndations. 

To the East clear evidence of gravel quarrying was found for the majority 
of the area of Brown's Close allotments. 

Apart.from the technical report to be presented to the North Bedfordshire 
Borough Council the detailed archaeological report will be published in 
volume 19 of Beds Archaeol. J. 

Odell. 

A group of medieval pits at Odell. 

SP 95 NE 964 577 

The village of Odell lies on the bank of the river Great Ouse on a boulder 
clay terrace north of the river in the north of Bedfordshire. 

In August 1985 ground clearance-prior to a.housing development revealed a 
group of archaeological features. All the features were exposed by machining 
and largely removed by it, although it was possible to .determine their 
approxiMate-size And to- recover sufficient evidence to suggest a date range 
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for their use. The position of thefeatures suggests an association with 
an adjacent road frontage site. 

Of the seven features exposed four were of medieval date (fig..1:1,2,3,7.), 
two 19th Century (f 1g. and one probably modern. 'Of the medieval 
features three (fig. 11,2,3.) were refuse Dits, e 1.5m dia., which-lay 
close tO the modern roid. All three contained a variety of:pottery (Bedi. 
Fabric type series B 5, Baker et al. 'Excavations in Badford 1967-1977' 
Beds. Aichaeol. J. 13 1979) comparable to material.found at' the possible 
kiln site of Harrold (Hall, D.N.'A Thirteenth century:pottery, kiln site 
atTHarrold, Beds' M.K.J. 1972 23-32.):. FOrins consisted of juga, 1% of 
total, (Hall, J. 10-36), bowls', 5% Of total,(Hall, B 1-5, 8, 9) and 
jars, 49% of the total (Hall, C 1-8, 4-7), With jars predoMinating. 
Unidentified body sherds of the Harrold fabric made.up 85%,of the total. 
Decoration includea herring bone siaahing and thumbed.bases on'jugs. Ali 
are represented at Harrold and are dated to the early 13th century. .Vessels 
illustrated in fig. 2 are not represented in the Harrold report. The jug 
base, fig. 2.3, ia-soOted-externally with a sharp dividing line between the 
sooted and unscioted area, indicating that it was heated on chaicoal. 

From pit 2 came a buckle plate (fig. 2) made of a single sheet of eu alloy. 
folded in half lengthways and rivetted. There are traces of a double line 
of incised decoration along one outer edge. Buckle plates of this type were 
mainly used with cast buckle frames and date to the 13th & 14th centuries 
(Goodall, A.R. 'The medieval bronzesmith and his products. Personal 
fittings' in Medieval Industry ed. Crossley, D.W., 1981. p67-69 fig. 66, 
no. 5). 

To the rear of the site a large pit, fig. 1:7, contained pottery similar to 
that'in fig. 2 and this is probably. contemporary. 

A square stone-lined soakaway or pit roughly lm square and lm deep contained 
china and glass of the 19th century. A dry limestone wall most likely of 
the saine date lay behind the present stone boundary between the road and the 
building plots. 

The lack of any structural evidence suggests that the pits lay between the 
road and buildings further back, or between flanking structures. The absence 
of road metalling on the site suggests the present course of the road, first 
recorded in the 18th & 19th centuries, is the same as the medieval. 
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Figure 1 
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Manshead Archaeological Society of Dunstable 

Leighton Gap 

The exact site is 40 metres east of Leighton Gap proper at 142, West 
St. (Now Carlow Court). An old entrance to the sports field which 
lies west of the old windmill tower was being levelled in late 
February 1987 at the start of development. 

A tracked JCB was taking the ground, which rises about 3 metres by 
the time it reaches the field, down to pavement level. Some 40 
metres from the pavement a patch of loam with a few Roman sherds 
showing at the edge of the topsoil heap was investigated and found to 
be a pit. Oval, with vertical sides, about 2.5 metres x 3 metres, 
its east end just disappeared under the fence of No. 140 West St. 

Approximately 30cm of the top of the chalk and at least as much of 
the pit had gone but the next half a metre of brown loam produced at 
least one representative sherd of practically every type of fabric, 
finish and general form known in Roman ceramics. Fabrics include 
samian, shell grits, sandy and grey wares, through grey, white, orange 
and black ones. Finishes range from various metallic colourcoats, 
white or red painted, to burnished and coarse. 

Forms encompass all the utilitarian types:- jars, bowls, "dog dishes" 
etc. as well as mortaria and a number of very fine jars in the 
metallic finishes. 

As each ,vessel was present mostly as a single fragment, it would seem 
that the top fill Of the pit was a. capping layer of soil which, Prior 
to this use,- had gradually accumulated its assortment of late Roman 
material elsewhere. The deepest point reached in our excavation wai 
the top Of a grey loam fill laced with white specks which were probably 
fungal, suggesting cessfill. 

The general tenor of the material, which also included a worked antler 
tip and a curious carved burnt chalk? object, indicates that it came 
from a relatively well-to-do household. It is unlikely anyone would 
trouble to move soil very far just to fill a cesspit, so it is likely 
it lay close by. If so, then it perhaps betokens ribbon development 
westwards out of the town along the Romanised Icknield Way that is now 
West Street. 

The Body 

A grave was found 44.6 metres from pavement 4-6 metres from east side 
of site. Bearing E-W 080 degree - 260 degree MAG. depth below surface 
(DBS) to chalk 30-35 cm; to bottom of grave 90cm. Width at shoulder 
56cm and 30cm at foot with rounded ends. Fill loam and chalk, some 
rotten chalk at foot of grave was possibly another feature. 

Male aged 30-35 years, height 184 cm (6ft in) position: supine, head 
to west; arms in front of body but hands between, if not behind mid 
thighs. Scapulae hunched forward trapping mandible. Head rotated 
backwards and somewhat to left; face and maxilla destroyed by JCB. The 
bones appeared quite fresh and in good condition when first found but 
on closer inspection were seen to have suffered localised decay. Some 
of the minor bones of hands and feet had disappeared as had the sternum 
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and much of the ribs. Ot the vertebrae only the three lower lumbar 
ones survived, all the thoracic and cervical ones had left no trace 
whatsoever. The highest surviving lumbar surface however showed no 
special sign of erosion. 

There was a good deal of loam in the chalky fill perhaps accounting 
for the patchy occurrence of decay. The more extensive loss in the 
chest region might suggest liming of the torso but -the upper arm 
bones which lay closely over the area were not affected. 

The position of the shoulders and hands indicates that the body was 
very tightly wrapped in a shroud and/or, crammed into what looked 
like a very narrow close-fitting grave for such a big man. Certainly 
it could not have contained a coffin. 

Dating the Burial 

On the evidence availablano certain or even probable date as to a 

period can be given. The best the author can offer is a feeling 
based on certain 'considerations.. iThe.only hard evidence is two 
fingernail sized-sherds of medieval pottery but, as both are quite 
small enough to be.taken down by worm:action, net to be relied on. 
TheSize of the grive in relation to the size of the man is Mean in 
the:extreme, he'would'almost have had to have been trodden in. The 
Romans in the Friary field cemetery generally seem.,to have been more 
generous with elbow room. 

At 6ft lin hé was2iin (6cm) taller-than the tallest Rciman-British 
male yet found in Dunstable and 6in above'ihe average. This proves 
nothing of course', ihere being no lawsgainst extra7tall Romans. No 
bUriils of known medieval date,have been excavated-IOcally and it would be 
interesting to know how.exceptional he would have been ihen. 

W. G. Smith in his book 'Dunstable ; Its History and Surroundings', 
page 165, talking of suicides states one place of-burial was 'at the 

cross roads at the end of West St.'. ,:Was this once .considered to be 
Leighton Gap the one time-town boundary? Lambourn in his 
Dunstaplelogia Says that bodieShavabeen found-here but on very 
dubious grounds ascribes them to a battle between Saxons and Romans 
-which the latter.lost. HoWever, the man's stature'ia'in line with the 

. strapping fix footers Saxon's aie comionly deacribed as being. Compare 
with Marina Drive.where the range-was-5ft 7in to6ft lin-(aVerage 
5ft 9iin.). 

One specific suicide is recorded as having occurred about 1220 AD of 
someone associated with the then windmill which may have been on or 
near the site of the présent remains,.i.e. 100 metres NE. However 
since Vivienne Evans was unable to provide a personal description it 
is only mentioned in passing. 

Since W.G.S. and Lambourn both mention burials in the plural, if this 

one is asSociated with eithei of their references it is at least the 

'third. 'its aPparently'solitary nature hoWever might Argue more in 
favour,of W.G.S..4 his would have been of an intermittent nature and 
thus .lese likely'to producea concentration of graves. We should 
expect:the reverse should Lambourn be correct. -This last would also 
tend to be the case if the area had been any sort of extra-mural- 

: Roman Cemetery: ' 
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One could Argue indefinitely but onithe whole (if,putto it) the 
author feels happiest with Worthington Smith's idea. That is to 
say that the body is Medieval and since, it is neither in nor near 
consecrated ground, a suicide and not perhaps buried during the 
time of King John's excommunication? 

Other Features 

1. A small round bottomed ditch 17-19 metres from and parallel to 
West St. could be seen with sections on both sides of the site. 
No datable material. 

A loam-filled feature just north of 1 (2-4 metres) with a stepped 
bottom again no datable material. Neither this nor (1), gave any 
impression of great antiquity although they can be assumed to 
predate the existing houses. Not repeated on west side and 
probably a pit. 

At the north end of the site a large loam filled feature at 
least 2 metres wide and going right across the site proved on 
research to be a field boundary ditch shown on a map of 1840. 
The gardens of the houses to the west went over and beyond this 
ditch. 

Pottery Descriptions 

Burnished black outer body; edge of flange and top of rim, grey 
fabric. Ver. fig. 132. No. 1101. 270-360+ AD. 

Shell grit grey exterior buff inside; possibly sooted, grey fabric. 

Smoothed medium grey on lighter grey fabric. 

Smooth black inside and out with burnished line decoration on 
exterior grey fabric. Ver. fig. 104.2492. 4th C. 

Dog dish smooth black inside and over rim with burnished lines on 
exterior wall and underside against grey background fabric red 
subsurface grey core. 

Finish similar to 5.except colour is orange buff; Grey.fabric. 

Similar to 5. 

Dog dish black burnished grey. fabric burnished groove on underside 
parallel to angle. 275-340 AD. 

Dog dish black burnished all over, dark grey fabric, outside worn. 

Dog dish burnished shiney black all over, grey fabric. 

Dark grey dogdish grey fabric. 

Mortaria in orange/buff buff/very pale grey fabric pink-white 
grits. Larger of 2 sherds burnt dirty grey; grey inside. 

Burnished dark grey bands, unburnished medium grey mid-sherd, 
brown subsurface grey core. 

(20) 



(21) 

.-14. Dark grey bronze.colour coat, light,grey fabric 

Medium dark grey lighter grey fabric. 

Body sherd; medium grey either side of band; - band and lower 
middle darker grey; lower section medium brown. 

Brown sandy ware, grey core. 

Flagon neck in patchy yellow/buff, grey Creamy off white fabric. 
Rimoand single handle missing. 

19.. Black Or very's:lark browir colourcoat, white over painted 
decoration. Red brown spots'painted over white; orange fabric. 

Jar, same finish and fabric as 18. Both have occasional red 
specks in fabric. Sooted rim. 

Burnished dark grey on body and over rim (not neck) brown 
subsurface on grey core. 

Shell grit dark grey fabric. 

Burnished dark grey on exterior and over rim. Brown subsurface 
on grey core. 

Pale brown burnished over red subsurface, grey core. 0 

Medium grey on grey fabric. 

Similar finish ana fabric to 18 and 20. Sooted outside. 

Grey smoothed exterior and rim. Grey fabric. 

Black burnished bottOm of neck and over rim. Neck dark grey 
black, dark grey fabric. 

Dark grey/black, grey core. 

Pale buff/grey. Top of rim burnished grey, grey fabric. 

Medieval sandy brown grey fabric; from disturbed surface of pit. 

Grey burnished banding over grey fabric. 

Shell grit jar fused brown on grey core. Fine horizontal 
rilling on outstde. Interior below rim damaged possibly by 
ladling. Oxford M20 type. 240-300 AD. 

Bone report by Dr. V. Jones 

Well preserved skeleton of a male aged, by'teeth, from 29 to 35 years. 
. The akeletonwas intact except for frontal bone, most of spine and 
small hand and foot bones. 

Sexcleduced from siz6,- sCiatic notch andskull. -Age .was from molar 
teeth on left.of mandible as right had irregular wear. The degree of 
arthritis and the open sutures of skull'agreed with this age 
determination.- 



The shape of the remaining parts of the skull suggested a round head. 

Measurements made where possible were as follows: 

Max Breadth 151 mm 
Basi-bregmatic 219 
Parietal arc 125 

Occipital arc 120 
Parietal Chord 114 
Occipital Chord 98 
Foraminal L. 38.2 
Foraminal Br. 35 
Mental Foramen Br. 48 
Min. Ramus Br. 33(L), 32.8(R) 
Symphyseal Ht. 33 
Coronoid Ht. 78 
Femur (FeLl) 501/505 
Tibia (TiLl) 420 
Humerus (HuLl) 371 
Radius (RaLl) 272 
Ulna (U1L1) 300 

Indices 

Cephalic Not possible 
Platymeria 89 (Eurymeria) 

11, 
Platycnemia 80 

Height-- 

184cm (average of 6 calculations) 

Dental 

(Mandible only present) 

8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 1 2 4 5 X 7 8 

Pathology 

Arthritis early osteoarthritis in the wrist bones and in left hip 
where Poirier's Facet was present. Lumbar Spine wai free from' 
arthritis. 

Tumour - Ivory Osteoma of left parietal of no cliniCal significance. 

Injury - Small indentation of right parietal could be construed as 
indentation of outer table of bone by biunt,instrument,though 
indentations have been known tO-occur in'this arba naturally. 

Left shoulder had been dislocated anteriorly for a long time as a 
false joint had formed with secondary osteoarthritis of humoral head 
and flattening of part of head. Thus there was some movement present 

c 

but it was considerably restricted. Replacing dislocated shoulders 
has been known since ancient times especially anteriorly displaced 
ones but it had obviously failed. It must have occurred in early 
youth or at birth. 

Non-Metrical Analysis 

The only findings were parietal foramina, Poirier's facet, on left,. 
ant. calcaneal facet double"on both sides, accessory sacral, facet on 
left. 
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Conclusion 

Single skeleton of male aged 29-35 Hsight_184 cm (6ft Sin). 
Head: round, with round chin. Left aim,' though functional, could 

only be lifted to-horizontal. 
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David I. Kennett 

Recent Work on Fifteenth-Century Memorials 

INTRODUCTION 

These notes seek to record on-going research into aspects of fifteenth- 
century England, mainly concentrated on Bedfordshire, but'often with a 
wider context. Much of the work is on aspects of brassas and effigies, 
but other areas arise from attempts to correlate the evidence of the 
dead with the evidence of the living. 

Particular styles found on male (and some female) brasses and effigies 
are livery collars. Concerned solely with women's brasses is the study 
of the butterfly headdresses. Correlating effigies and brasses with 
houses highlights continuing contrasts in death as in life. 

LIVERY COLLARS 

Fifteenth-century England had a number of livery collars: Some of these 
represent different branches of the Plantaganent family who governed 
England between 1399 and 1509. 

The earliest collars are the so-called 'SS' collars, awarded to followers 
of Henry IV (1399-1413) and to those of his son, Henry V (1413-1422), and 
particularly by the latter to those who fought with him at the Battle of 
Agincourt (1415). His son, Henry VI (1422-1461), also awarded this 
device. It went into abeyance 'until revived by Henry VII (1485-1509) and 
use was retained by his son Henry VIII -(1509-1547). 

Bedfordshire has three memorials with an 'SS' collar. Thomas Wydeville 
of Bromham '(died 1435) has a brass later appropriated by Sir Lewis Dyve 
(died 1535). Both men had two wives, so the presence of a second female 
presented no problem in the re-use of the plate. It is not as yet known 
whether Sir Lewis Dyve had the right to wear an 'SS' collar. Ttere is a 
brass in Aspley Guise church, thought to be that of Sir John Guise (died 
1501); he is shown with the collar. The effigy of Sir John Mordaunt of 
Turvey (died 1510) is also shown wearing the collar. 

Elsewhere in the south midlands, I know of no examples of the 'SS' collar 
in Buckinghamshire, but there are at least six in Oxfordshire: three 
brasses and three effigies. Northamptonshire effigies were listed as long 
ago as 1882 in a paper by A. Hartshorne in Archaeological Journal 39. The 
same author contributed an illustrated study of the effigies to volume I 

of the Victoria County History of Northamptonshire. 

In the reigns of Edward IV (1461-1483), his son Edward V (1483), and his 
brother Richard III (1483-1485), a different collar was in use. The 
'suns and roses' collar uses devices which also appear on the stone work 
of St. George's Chapel, Windsor Castle. Many fewer of these are known. 
I know of none in Bedfordshire or Northamptonshire. There is one in 
Lillingstone Lovell, Bucks., on the brasé of Thomas Clarell (died 1471), 
and one on the effigy of Sir Thomas Wykeham of Broughton, Oxon; he died 
in 1470. 

National lists of both types of collars are being compiled. Additional 
examples would be weltomed. Final publication is not anticipated to be 
in preparation before 1990. 
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BUTTERFLY HEADDRESS 

The butterfly headdress was in vogue in the court of Edward IV: it first 
appears in the picture made of the making of Knights of the Bath at his 
coronation. It ceased to be in vogue after the victory of Henry VII at 

the Battle of Bosworth (22 August 1485), although there are a few 
examples dating to the late 1480s and early 1490s. 

The style_is found only on brasses. It is partidularly found in Norfolk 
and Suffolk. Seven examples are known to the preSent.writer from the 
south midlands. In Buckinghamshire, three are known: Alice Saunders 
(died 1462), a.small brass in the church of the Assumption at Stowe; the 
daughters of Robert :Ingylton (he died-1472) at Thornton; and.Margaret 
Dayrell (died 1491) at Lillingstone Dayrell. In Oxfordshire, two 
daughters of John Criston of Swinbrook .(he died 1470) have the style and 
an unknown lady whose indent As in the chapel of aùrford church 

. appropriated by Sir Lionel Tanfield for his seventeenth-century effigy. 
The style is so distinctive as to leùve a recogniSable indent if the 
metal has been lost as it has at Copie, Beds. AIso in Bedfordshire is 
the brass of a wife of the Cockayne family, usually thought to be Lady 
Ida Cockayne (died 1426) but of different siie-to the male brasi; of that 
date. More probably thiebrass Commemorates ElAzabetbarefeld, wife of 
John Cockayne (he died 1492).. 

A national list is in preparation; .publication Plans are undecided 
although a preliminary survey of the examPles froM Norfolk and Suffolk 
is to be subMitted to Yarmouth Archaeology in 1989. A note arguing the 
revised attribution of the Cotkayne brass ig iii Orepardtion for 
Bedfordshire Archaeology. 

MEMORIALS AND HOUSES 

From a list prepared of all fifteenth-century memorials in Bedfordshire, 
an attempt has been made to correlate the people commemorated with the 
houses where they lived. This has been more successful for those who 
are buried in the parish church of St. Mary the Virgin, Luton, than for 
elsewhere in the county. At the time of writing (October 1987) the 

following correlations have been made: 

Thomas.WYdeVilie 
BromhaM. 

John Peddar 
Salford 

Sir Thomas Waunton 
Eaton Socon 

Roger Hunt died 1449 

Isabella Conquest 
with husband and son 
Richard Cdnquest 
Houghton Cdnquest 

Sir John COCkayne 
Reginald Cockayne 
Elizabeth Brefeld, wife of 
John Cockayne 

died 1435 Bromham Hall 15 hearths 

died 1505 Salford Manor 10 hearths 

died c.1450 Basmead Manor 14 hearths 
(extended in 
C.16) 

Palace Yard, 9 hearths 
ChawSton- 

died 1493 Houghton Manor 13 hearths 

.died 1500 

died 1429 Cockaine Hatley 10 hearths 
died ,1433 Manor 

.he,died 1492 
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Edmund Cockayne 
William Cockayne 
Cockayne-Hatley 

John Spitele, 
priest 
Luton 

John Hay 
Luton 

John Acworth 
Luton 

John Sylam 
Luton 

John Lord Wenlock 
chapel at Luton 

Sir John Gostwick 
chapel/church ? at 
Willington. 

Grey-family mausoleum 
Flitton 

Sir John Mordaunt 
chapel-at Turvey 

Lord Bray 
Eaton Bray 

died 1515 
died 1527 

died 1416 

died 1455 

died 1513 

died 1513 

died 1539 

Spittelsey,Farm 
(parents' house) 

Great Haynes 
Manor, Stopsley 

'Biscot Manor 
(now Biicot 
Moat House) 

4 'hearths 

8 hearths 

7 hearths 

Great Bramingham 11 hearths 
Farm (extended, 
after 1578) 

These various persons might be described as gentry. Wydeville, Peddar, 
Waunton, the Conquests, the Cockaynes and the various people at Luton 
have a brass; Roger Hunt has a tomb chest without an effigy. The 
surviving houses are mostly timber-framed: Salford Manor, Basmead Manor, 
Biscot Moat House and Great Bramingham Farm (last now encased in brick). 
Bromham Hall is stone-built. 

A contrasting group are known among magnates: 

died 1471 Someries Castle 23 hearths 

died 1545 Willington Manor 18 hearths 

at various dates Wrest Park, Silsoe 52 hearths 
from 1545 (C.16 house 

replacing earlier 
one) 

died 1510 Turvey Hall demolished 
1671 

Park House, 
Eaton Bray 

32 hearths 

These,had much larger houses, as measured in the hearth tax; at Someries 
Castle, Willington Manor and Wrest Park these dwellings were also built of 
a much more expensive material: brick. A contrast in incomes may serve. The grandfather of the first (Grey) Earl of Kent, has a declared taxable income of £693 in 1436; in the same year, Roger Hunt said his income was 
£68. 

This research began as a demonstration as the wealth of brick builders and has developed into a stUdy of 'Contrasts in Death and Life: Magnate and 
Gentry in Fifteenth-Century Bedfordshire', a paper'curréntly being prepared for Bedfordshire Archaeology, 20, 1989. Research on the economic background, including burial practice, of brick builders is being collected for a paper on 'The Wealth of the Builders'; whose place of publication has yet to be 
decided. Some preliminary comments also appear2in chapter twelve of 
D.H. Kennett, A View into Bedfordshire, 1938, N4herein also are illustrations of the contrasts, both of memorial and of house. 
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/Michael Farley 
Buckinghamshire County Museum 

C/ 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

The year proved to be an extremely busy one for the Museum's 
archaeologists. Priority was given to attacking the post-excavation 
backlog which despite an apparently satisfactory record, continues 
to make substantial demands on resources. 

Early in the year it became possible to again fill the post of Assistant 
Field Archaeologist, and we were pleased to welcome Mark Collard to this 

position. Shortly afterwards he undertook an- evaluation excavation at 

Desborough Castle, High Wycombe for HBMC and Wycombe District Council 

(see report following) and then moved on to examine an extra-mural area 

of Magiovinium, Buckinghamshire's only Roman town. Weather conditions 

matched those previously experienced.by David Neal working earlier in 

the town but the excavation was successfully concluded in October. 

Meanwhile the writer dealt with a typical Buckinghamshire back-garden 

killifind at Ley Hill, Latimer, new territory for kiln discoveries. 

'This one proved to be a fifteenth century tile kiln modified for use as 

a pottery. kiln (see on). At Bledlow cum Saunderton, with the help of 

Simon Smithson, Mark Collard,next recorded part of a small Late Iron 

Age/Early Roman cemetery discovered whilst digging a garden pond. In 

all of these undertakings the assistance of the County Museum's 

Archaeological Group proved of immense importance. 

The Aylesbury Past Project, The Museum's MSC funded team, under the 

direction of Hal Dalwood assisted by Jane Evans, Alison Hawkins and 

later Andy Platell excavated a further area of Walton, locating the 

manOr boundary ditch. The team unexpectedly had to-deal with further 

evidence for Saxon Walton at Croft Road (see on). At a new development 

just north of the town, the temes expertise proVed helpful in 
excavatihg stbstantial parts of a Plioiaur discovered during excavation 

-of a lake. A winter fieldwalking project by thé Project led to the 

discovery of several new sites including tWo threatened by development. 

The Project'also Published an entertaining booklet, 'Aylesbury 

Rememberéd'; containing extracts from interviews carried out by Project 

-members with localfresidents. 

Post-excavation work concentrated on sites excaVated by Peter Yeoman, in 

Particular the 1983 Brill kilns which will be published during 1988, as 

will his work at the Weston Turville motte; progress was made with 

reports on Missenden Abbey and Mantles Green Farm Amersham. Much time 

was also spent on the Denham, Kiln report and on the 1985 Prebendal, 

Aylesbury excavations. :Simon Smithson and Barbara Hurman contributed 

substantially to work on the latter, a fascinating multi-period site 

containing among other features of interest an apparently unique 'ritual' 

dePosit of animal and human bones. Published during the year in 

Records of Bucks was an eighteenth century kiln recorded in hotse 

footings at Brill in1977, prepared for publication'by Wayne Cocroft, and 

the Ivinghoe Late-Bronze Age hdard, published by Hal DalWood in the 

Oxford Journal 'of Archaeology: 

Planning matters proved increasingly time consuming, a large number of 

appliéations being screened by Andrew Pike who provided also oversight 

to the:programme of computerisation of the S.M.R. .This is being ably 

undertaken by Grace ScriMgeour and was thefirst year of a three year 
HBMC funded project. Prior to commencing this work Grace was responsible 

for preparing a report on the environs of the well known Taplow burial, 

for the British Museum/University of Birmingham, prior to republication 
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of the nineteenth century excavation. On the planning front there has 
been a general improvement in the recognition of archaeology amongst 
the District Councils but there is still a-long way to go. 

No further sites were protected by scheduling during 1987. After a 
small flurry of activity during 1986 when a few were dealt with from 
the backlog list, this is discouraging. Although much is promised for 
the future from the Monuments Enhancement Programme of HBMC it would 
be helpful if more of those long ago recommended for attention could 
receive protection. During the year it has been necessary to 
vigorously defend at least two existing Scheduled Ancient Monuments 
under attack from predator developers. 

The County Museum's Archaeological Group meeting on Tuesday during the 
year continued to make a substantial contribution to all aspects of 
the programme. Work was completed on cataloguing all the ironwork 
from the Hambleden Villa excavation and this should be published 
during 1988; other projects completed by the Group include the plotting 
of all the Museum's collection of aerial photograph runs, and good 
progress was made on the never ending Museum's topographical photographic 
collection and a number of other ongoing projects. Grateful thanks to 
all those involved. 

Mark Collard 

Desborough Castle, High Wycombe 

(SU 847 933) 

Desborough Castle is a particularly well-preserved medieval ringwork 
situated on a prominent spur of the Chilterns with CO-mmanding views 
along the Wye valley. Parallel to the Castle defences, c. 50m away, a 
lynchet runs around the contour of the hill. Excavations in 1968 by 
C. Sanders showed the lynchet to be the ploughed out remains of a 
rampart and ditch. Although no direct dating was recovered, it has been 
presumed that they were the defences of a late prehistoric hillfort or 
of an outer bailey for the medieval castle. Much of the encloied area \ 
was covered by a housing estate in the 1930s, but the Castle itself and 
the remaining surrounding open space bounded by the lynchet were 
scheduled. A proposal by Wycombe District Council to build on part of 
the enclosure immediately outside the Castle led to an evaluation 
excavation carried out by the Museum for HBMC and funded by Wycombe 
District Council. 

Five areas were excavated, approximately 5% of the proposed development 
area. 

The excavation demonstrated. the existence of further substantial and 
unsuspected medieval features. One a defensive hornwork., protected the 
eastern entrance to the Castle. Further south a massive feature Was 

. excavated, c. 12m wide and more than 2.50m deep. It seems most likely 
this was a further defensive ditch, cutting off the spur of the hill to 
form an outer bailey. 

The earliest pottery in both features dated to the early 12th century - 
later than one would expect if they were contemporary with the 
construction of the Castle. It seems more likely that they were 
secondary defensive measures, a response to troubles of the 12th century. 

(28) 



It is recordedAhat Eing_Stephen was "apud Wycumbam in obsidione" 
during this period. The medieval occupation apparently continued until 

the mid I3th century. 

The hillfort existence remains unproved - a section across the 

lynchet showed a large build-up of ploughsoil but only a small trace of 

possible clay rampart tail remained, the deposits truncated by road 

building. Pollen analysis currently-in progress may give some clues. 

A scatter of LBA flintwork, mostly waste flakes was found, but no 

features of prehistoric dite. 

Some residual Roman material was found in the medieval ditch fills, 

including a penannular brooch and an iron lamp swivel. 

Scheduled Monument consent for .the proposed development was subsequently 

refused. 

Mark COIlard 

Magiovinium Roman Town, Bow Brickhill 

(SP 894 334) 

Excavation of part of the southern suburb of the small town of 

Magiovinium took place betWeen July and October, in advance of a petrol 

station and restaurant development. Funding was provided by the 

developer, Norfolk House London Ltd. 

The site lay between:the new A5(D).and Watling,Street-, close to David 

Neals.excavations:of. the,late 1970s, and offered an opportunity to 

investigate close to the-Watling Street :frontage. UnfOrtunately an 

18th/19th century roadside,ditch-had reMOvedany direct relationship 
between the site and Watling Street. 

As mentioned earlier, weather conditions and local groundwater levels 

made excavation difficult and almost 30% of the allotted time was lost. 

- It was possible hoWever te) fully excavate an area of c. 350 m2 and to 

record the ,later structures on a further 200 m2. 

The stratigraphical sequence was broadly similar to that of D. Neal. 

The earliest occupation on the site was a series of interesting 

drainage gullies, dating to the mid and late 1st century AD. Stretches 

of curvilinear gullies within this complex may represent the remains of 

roundhouses. In'the. late 1st century, and into the 2nd, the growth of 

the town stimulated the growth of the area as an industrial suburb, 

c. im from the town centre. A total of 20 hearths were excavated, 

mostly bowl-furnaces of similar construction - a clay-lined pit, 

c. 0.50m in diameter and 0.56-M deep, packed with stones or broken tiles, 

capped with clay and burning on top. Several had a shallow shaft 

filled with rough stones radiating from the bowl. Other hearths were 

smaller, being simply squares of clay, baked hard by the heat. The 

function of all the.hearths in uncertain - there was very little ore 

or slag, but samples taken from the burnt material will aid 

identification. 

Late in the:2nd,century the whole area was levelled with a deposit of 

sand and loam uto t00,30m, thick, a phenomenon also seen over a wide area 

by David Neal. ut seems that, a largescale "slum clearance" programme 
was undertaken,:which must have been the result of an official initiative, 

and the whole of the southern approach to the town along Watling Street 
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was tidied up. 

Early in the 3rd century the site was reoccupied - a series of well- 
laid metalled trackways leading at right,angles from Watling Street, 
were constructed, with cobbled yards each side. The buildings 
associated with these tracks and yards were aphemeral, but two certain 
structures were identified. One, a small rectangular workshop 
contained aheaith, possibly for smithing, and a stoneworking platform. 
Large numbers. of stakeholes around the hearth were probably bellows 
supports. The second building waé a larger, rectangular structure 
with stone sleeper foundations, incorporating many fragments of 
quernstones. 

Occupation continued into the late. 4th. century 7 although activity was 
apparently on a reduced scale - only occasional pits and ditches.were 
dug in the later period. 

Notable among the finds was a complete triangular loomweight of fired 
clay, its sides c. 16 cm long, with a single hole thriiiigh, close to 
one corner. 

Michael Farley 

A Late Medieval Kiln at Ley Hill, Latimer, Bucks. 

A footings trench for a new bungalow At 1, Joiners Close, Ley Hill, 
SP 9868 0226 cut through the corner of a kiln. The discovery was 
brought to the attention of Marion Wells of the County Museum's 
Archaeological Group. After preliminary recording the owners kindly 
agreed to the excavation of the remainder of the kiln and this was 
carried out with the help of CMAG during a week in June. 

There proved to have beén at least three phases of adaption to the 
structure. The initial kiln-Was a rectangular tile kiln, 4,10m x 
1.65m internally, its floor being 1.65m below moderagrOund leVel.. It 
was built of peghole rooftile. The kiln had a central spine with 
evidence for arch springing at intervals. Subsequently it was shortened, 
and at a later date a sub-rectangular pottery kiln was inserted into the 
further. end and utiliaing the preceding structure, This also had a 
central spine. One of eight flOor support arches survived, as did the 
1.20m long flue although thii'had. collapsed at the firing end. Tha, 
chamber incorporated somabrickin its'structure. 

The Liberty Trust kindly funded archaeomagnetic dating, which was carried 
out by Dr. A. J. Clark. He reports that the .final iiring took place 
'within the date brackéi of cal: AD 1460-1510-at the 68% confidence level'. 

The ceramic from.the kiln has not yet been examined., but the impression 
gained during the excavation was that'the products.represented a typical 
range of late medieval/Tudor bowls, jugs, with a very'few cups and other 
forms. . The use of .a tile kiln for producing-pottery was recorded by 
P. Yeoman during excavation of a kiln 'discovered in 1983 at Brui, but 
this is the first time that a direct structural conversion has been 
observed in the County. 

The importance of the County Museum Archaeological Group's 'contribution 
in bringing the exercise to a. successfUl conclusion cannot be.over- 
emphasised. 
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Mark Collard 

Ledge Hill Farm, Bledlow-Cum-Saunderton. 

(SU 795 990) 

A rescue excavation was mounted in November in response to thé*discovery 

of human bones by contractors excavating A pond with a J.CB at Lodge Hill 
FarM. An area Of c. 156 e had been strippedlof tOpsoil,,and half of 
that then remained to'a.depth of 1M.into the chalk. 

Four inhumations were excavited_in the Temaining,area. One, partially 

disturbed by the JCB, wis a:complete aduit skleton with a small bone - 
-coMb buried it iis waiSt. The other three were-a»chil4, a baby (only 

-fragments sUrviving) and. 'a grave containing an adult skull, a femur and 

gi'sMail amount of unarticulated bone. The last burial did not appear 
io have been distUrbed in. modern times. All the graves were aligned 

east-west with the head at the'east end. 

Close to one of the graves was a yremation burial of two Belgic pots 

set in a small pit, one containiAg cremated bone and a single melted 

turquoise glass bead. Other Belgic pots were found by the contractors 

prior to the uncovering of the skeleton, and fortunately they had kept 

them. A further five almost complete pots were identified, all Belgic 

in form. An iron brooch and a stone pendant were recovered from the 

contents of two, suggesting that they originally formed part of the 

same group of burials. 

The dating of the cremation is secure - the pottery is Belgic in form 

and fabric. What is uncertain is the relationship to the inhumations - 

no dating evidence, beyond the comb, came from the graves. The 

inhumations may be connected with the Roman villa which lies c.150m away 

from the site, on the opposite 'f of the-Shallow valley. Two small 

Roman field ditches were found'in the excavated area, the fill of one 

containing Roman grey ware sherds. 
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Addingrove Farm, Oakley: Moated Site by Richard Hilton 

INTRODUCTION 

My preliminary.vigit to the Site in late'October 1987. found the site 
dry (marShy in places) and under'pasture but as indicated by the 
farmer of the land, Peter'JOhnson, a great deal'of dumping had 
occurred and the southern and northern ditches were greatly obscured. 
It seems likely that Mr. Johnson *ill continue to'fill in the ditches. 
The hedge running along the western limit of the' site has been quite 
severely cleared. since the.aerial photograph was teken. A fenCe line 
has appeared more or lees..disecting the northern'ditch, this not 
present'on first edition 6 inch O.S. map. 

SURVEY 

sUrvey of the site is.printed on the 1:2500 OS maP (conducted by 
the Ordnance SurveY) but it was decided to-do_a hatcher survey of the 
site to enhance the Museum's record and ietrieve,as complete a plan 
and profile ai possible before further-damage was done. 

The survey was conducted at scale 1:200 .from a base line set up using 
ranging poles and 30m tape between strategic field corners and would- 
enable the:survey to be located On the (LS. map. 

Measurements were,made off this base line (XY) with the assistance of 
an.optical square.- 

The profile Ancluded at the bottom of the surVey was produced using a 
dumpy level taking readings-at suitable points along the line A-B 
marked. 

LOCATION 

The moated site is situated south east of Addingrove Farm and centred 
at NGR SP6666 1104. This is on the northern side of a distinctive 
kink in the B4011 present Oakley to Long Crendon Road which also forms 
the parish boundary at this point. A spot level (from the O.S. 
150,000 map) located at this point on the road gives a height of 74mm 
above sea level. The moat site on the western bank of a southerly 
flowing stream originating from a spring approximately 500m north of 
the site. 

GEOLOGY 

The moat is within the geological region of Kimmeridge Clays which 
form the basis of the Vale of Aylesbury. Michael Read* describes 
these as being "just as heavy as the Oxford ones but considerably 
softer and so when exposed at the surface they form a low lying level 
landscape". The location and geology would suggest an ideal situation 
for a moat. 

BACKGROUND 

The first visit to the site by a member of the County Museum 
archaeological staff was made in 1973. It was allocated a unique CAS 
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(County Antiquities Survey) number (CAS 1555) and included in the 

Buckinghamshire Sites and Monuments Record. A brief description and 

references were included on the CAS card, notably that the farmer was 

dumping in the ditches of the moat. 

ADDINGROVE MANOR 

At this point in time the.only evidenpe-for there once being a manor 

at Addingrove is.documentary. Unfortunately there is no lima 

assobiation-between the manorial seat and. the moated site though it 

is the only one (surviving) within the area around the present 

Addingrove Farm. 

.DESCENT OF ADDINGROVE-MANOR, 

The Victoria County History (VCH) provides a line of descent for 

Addingrove Manor. The earliest Lord (on record) being Viward a man 
of Queen Edith in the time of 'Edward the Confessor (1004-1666). 

.The VCH also states that Addingrove descended with the manor of 

Boarstall from 1346. 

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE FOR ADDINGROVE MANOR 

The surviving'documents tell us that'Addingrove was_a manor (but 

secondary toA)akley) at. the time of Domesday And fuitherMore that a 

chapel existed .here in 1142. Is included in reference to the 

mother church at Oakley and the other'assOciated chapels at.Brill and 

Boarstali, WhentheY are again mePtioned in 1343 Addingrove is 
excluded: AlSo Sheahan states that-a thapel Site was knOwn only bya 
tradition of the foUndatiOns of walls discovered sOuth of Brill on the 

- verge of Oakley. 

PLACE NAME EVIDENCE . 

This unfortunately does little but enhance the documentary evidence 

and nothing conclusive can be gained.. In old documents Addingrove. 

appears spelt in a variety of ways. Addengrave, Eddingrave, Arnegrove. 

Lipscomb subjectively suggests: "It'séeMs probable the Queen Edith's 

name however varied.in orthography or pronounciation gave appellation 

to this place". 

FIELD NAMES 

These are includecion Appendix. 

Discussion with Peter Johnson of-Addingrove Farm revealed a couple of 

fieldnames unrecorded on the old maps (main source for those known). 

TROY TOWN 

This label he attached to the field in which the moat lies. There was 

no explanation from Mr. Johnson. Could It perhaps suggest previous 

unresidual 'archaeological' investigation and finds in this area or, 

perhaps a suggestion of the quality of the moated site before modern 
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agricultural methods intervened. However beyond this wild injecture 
it adds nothing to the archaeological record. 

COTTAGES 

A field lying to the north of the present Addingrâve Farm on the 
Parish Boundary with Brill. It may perhaps be explained by 
association with the now ruined Little Addingrove Farm and ancillary 
buildings. 

CONCLUSION 

The prospect of sUrveying the moated site at Addingi7oye natUrally 
presented the probleM of explaining its intended use. Unfortunately 
no evidence for a building hiS.been'retrieved. from within the moated 
enclosure (nil pottery),and other,possibilitiea should be considered 
e.g. fishpond. It is undoubtedly-a part of the histoiical landscape 
'associated with Addingrove Manor (manOr hoUse associated hamlet and 
Chapel) and only through investigation of the other archaeological 
remains around the present Addingrove Farm may this be lurther 
explained. 

ADDINGROVE FARM. OAKLEY. 

MEDIEVAL MOATED SITE 

CAS i 555 f 

t t1m 
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Hal DalwOOd.and:AndYPlateIl 

THE AYLESBURY-PAST PROJECT, 1987-88. 

The Aylesbury Past:Project continued to be funded by the M.S.C. Community 

Programme through 1987,- and 4s due to terminate in.March 1988. In 1987 

threeeXcayations were undertaken, and the:field-4alking programme 
continued. The Project also Carried out an Oral' HiStory programme, 

interviewing older residents of the town; which Culminated in a publication 

(Aylesbury.Past PrOject 1987); and in JUne 1987 Project members excavated a 

Jurassic Pliosaur (LiopIeurodon macromerus) at the Watermead development 

site north of Aylesbury,, with Kate Rowland (BUCks County Museum) and Dr. 

Michael Oates. 

Archaeological Fieldwork 

Watermead Roundabout, near Aylesbury (SP 8178 1541) 

In January 1987 works for a new roundabout on the A413 north of Aylesbury 

exposed a rectangular ditched enclosure,c.25m wide and more than 29m long. 

The shallow, ditches contained Roman potte-ry of the late second to early 

third centuries A.D. (information Stephen Benfield). The low-lying 

position of the enclosure, in the former watermeadows of the River Thame, 

suggested that the enclosure related to stock control and the use of the 

watermeadows in the Roman period (Hawkins and Dalwood forthcoming). 

Croft Road, Walton, Aylesbury, (SP 8248 1342) 

A watching brief at a new development site in April 1987 by A. Hawkins 

revealed a number of archaeological features, and a short salvage 

excavation was carried out. As well as some evidence of Late Iron Age 

occupation, a large linear Roman ditch was discovered. Early and Late 

Saxon ditches and gullies were excavated, as *ell as a t*o-post sunken- 

floored building. The Late Saxon ditches and gullies were markedly 

rectilinear and relate to the present day street pattern and property 

boundaries. A number of medieval pits and ditches were also excavated. 

Police Houses,.Walton Street (SP 8221 1329) 

The site was excavated in advance. of redevelopment, and was designed to 

follOw on:from the,. excavation in Walton in 1985-6 (Dalwood et al. 
forthcoming) and PLE.. Farley's earlier excavations'(Farley 1976)). The 

northern, boundary ditch:Of the manorial-enclosure.at Walton Manor House 

was excayated, together with Other medieval features. - A linear tenth- 

cen:tury boundary was also excavated, which Clearly relates to Late Saxon 

bOundaries found in 1913-4 and at Croft Road. These boundaries seem to 

indicate:a reorganisation of the settlement at Walton in the.Late Saxon 

period, and perhaps the planned creation of the 'village' at a period 

contemporary with:many other.settlements. The excavated,area was not 

OcCupiedin the .Earlyto Middle'Saxon'period, nor. in earlier periods. 

The Croft Road and ,Police Houses.sites will be published together in 

Records of Bucks ,(Dalwood and Hawkins forthcoming). 

Aylesbury Field SurYey 

The fieldwalking programme, was carried out.overthe. winters of 1986/7 and 

.1987/8. As explained previously '(Dalwood.and Kain 1987), this work was 
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undertaken primarily to assess the archaeological potential of land 
threatened by development, the extent of which has now been published 
(AVDC 1987). An area of c. 250 ha has now been walked (Fig. 1). Each 
field was grided and walked in the manner previously described, each 
field being recorded with a 30m2 grid (not 3m2 as previously stated: 
Dalwood and Kain 1987). 

Several new surface sites were located: Late Iron Age - Roman sites 
at Bishopstone (CAS 5553/5554) and Stone (CAS 5626) and a Saxon site 
at Coldharbour Farm (CAS 5625). The precise locations of a previously 
identified Late Iron Age - Roman and Saxon site to the northeast of the 
town (CAS 4694) and a Roman site to the south of Aylesbury (CAS 5495) 
were also determined. Two Neolithic flint axes were discovered as 
isolated finds unassociated with other artefactual material (Dalwood 
forthcoming). 

Bishopstone Roman site (CAS 5553/5554) 

A total area of 72 ha was walked in the vicinity of the Bishopstone Roman 
site, depending on availability of ploughed fields (Fig. 2). The core 
area of 2.5 ha produced 71 sherds of Roman pottery and beyond this there 
was a scatter of c. 1.5 sherds per ha to 0.75 km, after which there was 
virtually no Roman pottery. This may mark the boundary between arable 
fields, into which pottery had been introduced incorporated in manure, 
and pasture. An area immediately to the north of the site contained 
virtually no Roman pottery. At Meddle Farm (Berkshire), similar low 
sherd densities were found in areas close to the settlement (Gaffney and 
Tingle 1985), which were explained as being due to the location of 
pastures close to the settlement to allow efficient collection of manure. 
Since the low.sherd density area around the Bishopstone site lies close 
to a brook and must have been subject to flooding, this seems a likely 
explanation for this scatter distribution. 

Coldharbour Farm Saxon site (CAS 5625) 

The Saxon site at Coldharbour Farm was initially located by'the recovery 
Of just three sherds of Saxon potiery. It has been found elsewhere that 
even such a low'density can indicate presence of a. SaXon'Site (Foard 1978, 
364) and therefore part of the field was rewalked in 10m2 squares, with 
each square walked by four people and a total walking-time six times 
longer than usual. Finds recovery was much greater 25 times the total 
'quantity of-finds from the saMe area. This was partly due to greater. 
weathering of the surface at the time of the second.fieldwalk; also, the, 
fieldwalkers were aware of the significance of thsseCOnd fieldwalk and 
their perceptions probably had an influence on the quantity. of material 
recovered. A. total of 37 sherds of Saxon pottery were found, mostly 
distributed in two broad linear scatters,(c. 120m by ,30m) running in an 
east-west direction (Fig. 2). In addition 120 sherdS of medieyal 
pottery were found in a similarly aligned band. The' Saxon and Medieval 
sCatters do not'coincide, so this distribution can not readily be 
interpreted-as due to the east-weSt.ridge and furrow recOrded on APs and 
it May be. due to sub-soil geological:features Such 'as' a gravel terrace 
or islet assobiated with the nearby Bear Brook: 

It is unclear how the Saxon pottery distribution relates to underlying 
Saxon features. At Odell (Beds.) Saxon pottery scatters recovered by 
fieldwalking were subiequentIy excavated (Dix 1980) bUt although pottery 
did occur in the vicinity of features, there was no direct correlation 
between the pottery distribution in the ploUghSoil_andthe underlying 
features (a. Dix pers. comm.) Only excavation would reVeal Whether a 
similar situation applies at Coldharbour Farm, or whether the recovered 
scatter indicates concentration of Saxon. features: 
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The 'background' artefact scatter 

As well as the pottery concentration described above, there was a general 
background scatter of Roman and Medieval pottery and of lithic material 
across the whole area surveyed. Typically this scatter consisted of 1-2 
sherds of Roman and medieval pottery and a similar number of lithics in . 

each field: Occasionally single prehistoric or Saxon sherds were 
recovered. This background scatter is'usually explained as being the 
result of manuring, and the incorporation of domestic rubbish in' farmyard 
middens (Foard 1978; Haselgrove 1985). The low density of prehistoric . 

and Saxon sherds can be.accounted for by post-deposition processes, the 
friability of the material; and the generally lower intensity of pottery 
production during these periods. The appearance of lithics in the 
scatter might suggest.that manuring began at an early date, although an 
alternative interpretation of.such lithic scatters is:that the use and 
disCard of lithic artefactstook place across the whole landscape rather 
than jùst at discrete 'sites' (Holgate 1985). 
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Fig. 2 Aylesbury Field Survey: newly located settlement sites 

Chess Valley Archaeological and Historical Society 

Bambi Stainton (Field Officer) 

The Field Group of the Chess Valley Archaeological and Historical Society has been 
undergoing reorganisation in the past year. 

Our major activity, field walking, will be resumed and courses are being started 
for members in the drawing of archaeological finds (pottery, flints etc.) and in 

the drawing of plans and sections on archaeological excavations. 

We continue the annual publication of our Journal which gives reports on the work 
of both the Field and Records Groups, reports on the national archaeological scene 
and articles of related interest. 
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Milton Keynes Archaeology Unit 1987 

Introduction 

The major fieldwork project during 1987 was at Furzton where over a period 
of four months Bob Williams excavated a late Iron Age settlement. 

The Development Corporation proposed to develop Bradwell Abbey as an 
Education and Leisure Resource for the City. Their proposals involved 
extensive rebuilding and conversion of existing buildings, the provision 
of car parks and landscaping of the grounds. Naturally all of this 
required detailed consultation between TIBMC (since the site is a Scheduled 
Ancient Monument), the Development Corporation and the Archaeology Unit. 

The Unit spent some time preparing detailed evaluation and excavation plans 
for the areas involved and prepared estimates for this work. In the évent 
the proposals were delayed due to financial reasons and the only work 
carried out during the year was evaluation in advance of the construction 
of new access roads and car parks. 

The first major publication of the Units work appeared in print early in the 
year. Entitled "Roman Milton Keynes" it dealt with excavations and fieldwork 
on Roman sites during the period 1972-82. 

Initial proposals for the development of two extensive medieval village sites 
were prepared by the Development Corporation during the year. 

The first of these, Tattenhoe, is a Scheduled Ancient Monument and discussions , 

:.hEi.Ve.:..alreadYtaken.plate mithAIBMC which;will_probablyi recomMend,that the 
-.:Seniétary-offState grant approval for an eviluation of the site. 

The second is the medieval village of Westbury which lies'between the 
present villages of Shenley Brook'Ind'and Church End. This site'was put 
forward for scheduling in the early 1970's but subsequently was withdrawn by 
DoE on condition that theA)eveloPMent CorporatiOn élloWe&and linanced - 

-adequate excavation in advance of development. 

Martin Petchey led an MSC team which excavated two house platforms at this 
site in 1985-87. These excavations were however very limited and it is now 
pronosed to carry out an extensive evaluation of the site in 1988 prior to 
large scale excavation if necessary. 

- At the time of writing this report (May 1988) the Development Corporation 
have approVed the appointment Of 'in archaeologist, within the: unit, for a. 

pericidof three years. Dr. Richard IvenkAlas been appointed to this-post:and 
during 1988 he:will carry out the evaluatiOn of both Tattenhoe. And Westbury. 

The proposed removal of the Unit from Bradwell Abbey took place during the 
year and we are now established in our new headquarters'. The Develcipment 
Corporation decided to rehouse.u6 in a modern factory Unit. This was 
modified and improved to accOMOdate us and we now have better Working 
environment than we had at BradWell Abbey. 

The Unit includes space for all our equipment, site caravans etc, and all of 
our finds - which for the first time are 'stored in'near ideal'conditions. 

The permanent members of staff have indiVidual offices and there-are workshon 
facilities for contract staff andvolunteers. 
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Another area of improvement is the laboratory which is larger and better 
equipped than the one at Bradwell Abbey. The new base is better in many 
respects and is in the end a much more practical and suitable working 
environment. 

Preparing for the move took a great deal of time since we planned our new 
accomodation supervised the conversion and packed everything ourselves. In 
all we were totally disrupted for a period of three months, which as you can 
imagine disrupted all our work schedules. 

This disruption has continued into 1988 with the Development Corporation 
carrying out major improvements to the front entrance and reception area of 
the factory unit. 

North. Furzton Iron Age Settlement 

(SP 8476 3522) 

R. J. Williams 

Milton Keynes Archaeology Unit carried out a four month season of excavation, 
in the summer of 1987, on 'a Late Iron Age settlement at North Furzton near 
Bletchley, under the direction of R. J. Williams and funded by Milton Keynes 
Development Corporation and Buckinghamshire County Council. 

The site was first noticed by Andrew Pike of Bucks County Museum, as a crop- 
mark on a 1946 R.A.F. 1:10,000.vertiçal aerial photograph. In October 1985 
a series of machine dug trial trenches confirmed the existence and Iron Age 
date of the cropmarks. In 1986 whilst watching topsoil stripping of the 
adjacent Furzton balancing lake another Iron Age site consisting of at least 
two enclosures was located Some 400 metres to the north.east of the first 
site. These enclosures and associated.features were rapidly examined by means 
of further machine cut :trenches: Since the enclosures within the lake area 
would be destroyed by late 1987 and the cropmark site would be engulfed by 
roads and residential housing in 1988 the reicue excavation was mounted 
between June and September 1987. 

Over 10,000m2 of the cropmark site (Site A) was stripped of topsoil by heavy 
plant and subsequently excavated by a team of 15 excavators and a Supervisor 
(Peter Hart) whose post was funded by English Heritage. The site was located 
on a slight S.E. facing slope overlooking a small brook. The subsoil ranged 
between very heavy boulder clay and Oxford clay giving way to a superficial 
orange sandy alluvium closer to the brook. combination of an intractable 
impervious clay subsoil and one of the wettest summers on record made work 
heavy going and a considerable amount of time was lost due to regular severe 
flooding. Furthermore, despite extensive precautions, the site offices were 
vandalised four times. 

.AREA 'A' 

The Enclosures 

The excavation revealed a very sUbstantial rectangular ditched 'stock' 
enclosure (enclosure 3), 52 x 45. metres across; the ditch having a steep 'V' 

shaped profile Well over 2-metres deep on the eastern side. With limited 
resources for suCh a large area, it waS only Possible to excavate three hand 
-dug and one machine section. These produced a small number of semi-complete 
Tottery vessels of'late Iron-Age form and two substantial fragments of red 
deer antler. The enclosure's entrance on the eastern side had been redug and 
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overcut leaving only a narrow clay causeway, to the side of which a stone 
causeway had been formed over the silted un earlier phase ditch. At this 

point the ditch was at its deepest, up to 2.40 metres below topsoil, and 
contained an organic layer which produced a metre-long sharpened wooden 
stake. 

Careful examination of the interior of the enclosure failed to locate any 
significant features. Taking into account the level of survival elsewhere 
on the site it must be concluded that this enclosure was unlikely ever to 
have contained any major structures, confirming the hypothesis of its use 
mainly as a stockade for animals. 

To the north and north east of the main enclosure three less substantial 
'enclosures' were located and excavated. The most northerly (15) had an 
irregular reversed 'D' shape 50 metres long and up to 30 metres wide. At 

no point was the ditch more than 0.80 metres deep, although its width 
tended to vary somewhat. No entrance could be found but the existence of 
substantial medieval furrows disecting the ditch may have masked a narrow 
causeway. In a similar manner to enclosure 3, internal features were only 
notable by their absence apart from an irregular fire reddened hollow dug 
Into the yellow clay interpreted as some form of domestic oven, since no 
industrial or ceramic wastes were found in the fill. 

Between enclosures 3 and 15 two even smaller enclosures were found. 
Enclosure 242 was approximately subrectangular but no trace of its northern 
side could be located, despite considerable efforts, including thorough 
hoeing and the removal - by JCB - of a furrow in the vicinity. However, the 

enclosure was located very late in the excavation and, allowing for the 
difficult soil conditions, there may remain.some doubt that the return ditch 
on the north eastern side could have been missed. 

The smallest of the enclosures (151) was also subrectangular enclosing an 
internal area of only 21 x 16 metree across. The ditch averaged only 0.70 
metres deep and 1.10 metres wide and two opposed entrances 3.5 metres in 
width were located in the north-east and south-west corners. 

Aswith all the other enclosures careful examination of the interior failed 
:t6 reveal an5i features or structures. The plaCing of opposed entrances in 
the Corners of enclosures has been recognised as being advantageous in the 

'controlling.and herding of stock: In this particular instance, however, the 
enclosure and its ditch would seem to have been too small fo' have beenof 
much'usp.. It is quite conceivable that since structural post holeswere not 
foUnd on the site even Within the recogniiable penannUiar' drainage gullies 
this isquarei"enclosure May in ite own right"have containednd acted as a 
'drainage ditch around a SUbstantial building. The mirth west COrnerwas véry 
rounded and could easily have bePn ContigiOus with a citPular building. 

To a greater or lesser degree all the enclosures had interconnecting ditches 
between them presumably aiding the drainage and movement of water on what 
must have always been a wet site. 

"The Buildings 

The remains of two penannular ditches.and a semicircular-gully were also 
Jocated-to,the east and -west.of enclosure 151. Periannular ditch 133 was the" 
)nost substantial with an internal diameter of 15 metre:4 and consisted of a. 
'V! sfiapecLditch,0.60,metres deep and 1.10 Metres wide'vith a 4.60 metres 
wide entrance on the east side. A:pair of substantial postholee 2.30 metres 

. apart werp:located immediately within the entrance and are all that remained 
of the internal structure. Work elaewhere in the country has shown that the- 
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entrance post-holes. were often more substantial to help support a porch 
and more importantly strengthen the weakest point in the ring beam roof 
construction.. Traces of a Much smaller-gully. with A projected diameter 
of only 9 metres were located within 133 but were not concentric to it 
and.might have been part of a separate phase of building. 

Penannular ditch 36 was not as substantial as 133 but more so than the 
latter's smaller internal gully. With an internal diameter of 11.50 m 
and consisting of a ditch 0.25 metres deep and 0.50 metres wide with a 
4 metre wide entrance on the east side it conformed more closely to 
those excavated elsewhere in Milton Keynes. To the immediate north of 
this penannular ditch was a semi-circular length of ditch with two clear 
cut butt-ends. No trace of an opposing ditch, which would have been 
located within penannular ditch 36, could be located and it must be 
assumed that this is the remains of the more unusua/ class of late Iron 
Age semicircular ditches around buildings. 

Apart from a single small pit in the south-east corner of the site, several 
clay lined 'boiling pits' and two very narrow linear gullies, few other 
recognisable features were either located or excavated'on the site. A 
series of machine dug trial trenches were excavated in a radiating pattern 
for up to 60 metreb away from the edge of the excavation but failed to 
locate any further significant features. From this it would seem to be 
safe to assume that the settlement was excavated in its near entirety. 
The simplicity of the visible surviving features with few recuts and very 
little overlapping of features/structures would also seem to indicate that 
the settlement was relatively short lived. The paucity of non-ceramic 
cultural objects might also be an indication of the degree of impoverishment 
although of course other less tangible factors might be involved. 

The almost total absence of nits on the site which are usually such a 
ubiquitous and inherent feature on Iron Age settlements elsewhere in Milton 
Keynes must be accounted for by the intractibility of the clay subsoil. 
This gave rise to a very high watertable ensuring that any hole dug in the 
ground at almost any time of year would have rapidly filled with water. 

AREA B 

Towards the, end of the excavation season efforts were redirected towards Area 
B and enclosure 50, 400 metres to the north east of the main site and within 
the boundary of the balancing lake. Since much of the site had already been 
destroyed only limited time and resources could be justified in the 
excavation of this area. 

Enclosure 50 which had previoUsly been recorded as of 'squarish shape 35 x 
37 metres across was partially excavated by hand, and was found to be less 

. substantial than enclosure 3 in-area A. Some.internal features had been 
previously recorded-in 1986 and several more were located but the combination 
of machine damage and medieval-furrows made it difficult to assess their true 
significance. 

The limited nature of the evidence obtained from area B will undoubtedly make 
interpretation more difficult but the major nroblem must be to decide the 
relationship between what appear to be two entirely separate settlements. 
This observation was confirmed in 1986 when the intervening field was machine 
trenched with no significant results. 
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Interpretation 

Clearly any major interpretation must await analysis of the ceramic 
assemblage and more detailed structural analysis, but at present it is felt 
that the northern settlement (area B) may have been the earlier. Its close 
proximity to the flood level of the adjacent brook was admirably demonstrated 
during the excavation. It is quite conceivable that occasional or even 
annual innundation by flooding prompted the Iron Age occupants to abandon the 
first settlement (area B) and resite it at area A, at a higher contour level. 
Of course other factors may equally have been involved but as with most 
archaeological observations one can only formulate a model which can rarely 
if ever be tested empirically. 

Furthermore the excavation on its own merit, of a relatively complete late 
Iroù Age settlement at North Furzton, although of considerable relevance to 
Iron Age studies in general must be put into perspective. Three other major 
Iron Age settleMents (M.K. Village, Pennyland and Bancroft) have now been 
extensively excavated in Milton Keynes. Only when the results of the Furzton 
excavation are added to the accumulated knowledge gained from these sites and 
from extensive fieldwork; can more plausible models of Iron Age settlement 
patterns and cultural trends be put forward. 

Following the completion of the excavation English Heritage have agreed to 
fund one years post excavation during which it is anticipated that the 
writing up will be completed. It is intended that the site will be published 
together with the M.K. Village and Pennyland reports which are now in an 
advanced stage of completion and will form a forthcoming monograph of Records 
of Bucks. 

Bradwell Abbey 

(SP 8273 3958) 

R. J. Zeepvat & P. J. Hart. 

In 1986, Milton Keynes Development Corporation'made proposals to develon 
Bradwell Abbey as aCentre for environmental education, to be known as the 
"City Discovery Centre". Later that year, a geophysical surveY was carried 
out by a team from Bradford University and in April 1987 - Scheduled.Monument 
Consent having been granted - trial trenching was carried out over a three 
week period oh an area to be affected by a new car park and access road. 

Approximately 900m of 1.5m wide trenches were cut, but the bulk of the 
features noted were deMonstrably modern; they eiiher contained post-medieval 
finds or could be identified on the c1910 map of the Abbey Farm. 

Two major features were noted: 
LI 

i) A metalled trackway aligned NNW-SSE, following the present western 
boundary of the site. It followed a linear feature noted on a 1976 earthwork 
survey and cOrrespOnded to an area of high resistance on the geophysical 
survey. - It averaged 5m in width and its well defined edges were covered by 
silt:spreads extending up to 2m-beyond the metalling.- The materials used in 
the Metalling varied from coarse graVel and glacial pebbles to limestone 
rubble, sometimes mixed with tile. The surface was rooSe and not heavily 
worn. Removal of the silt" dePosits and trowelling of the surface produced 
quantities.of medieval/post medieval tile, clay pipe fragments, two post- 
medieval...horse Shoes, three musket balls and a very worn sestertius of 
Antonius Pius. Although this trackway does not appear on any plans or 
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documents relating to the area, it appears tO have formed:piirt of the 

medieval route from Wolverton.to Loughton. The findsfrom its surface 
suggeit that it was in-use uUtil the eighteenth.century. 

ii) A.shallow bank fl to 10m wide.on the eastern side of the trackway and 
turning.north-east. It Was composed of redeposited subsoil - an orangey- 
brown clay loam - mixed with fragments of cornbiash limeStOne-. This 
feature produced no finds and the most likely .interpretation .is that it 
formed the western and northern.boUndaries of the 'medieval priory precincts. 



NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHAEOLOGY UNIT: REPORT FOR 1987 

Reports to CBA Group 9 by the Unit in previous years have been either 
sparse or non-existent, and have thus failed to reflect the level and 

quality of fieldwork in progress in the county. I am indebted on this 

occasion to Brian-Dix'who has compiled and edited the contributions by 
staff in the Unit and by others in the tounty to produce a 

comprehensive account of the year's activities. 

Alan Hannan 

THE YEAR'S WORK 

In late April 1987 the Archaeology Unit exchanged the cramped quarters 

of part of the old county gaol and its occutency of the attics and 
basements of County Hall for a suite of portakabins on Northampton's 
southern outskirts at 2 Bolton House, Wootton Hall Park, Mere Way. 

The surroundings are almost rural, apart from the proximity of a major 
ring-road, neighbouring stations of the emergency services, and the 

presence of the county police headquarters. The move has provided 
sorely needed office accommodation and storage space, and staff enjoy 

the benefit of a single working place. 

Despite the stresses of removal, not the least of which was the 

fearsome sight of heavily laden pantechnicon-vans slipping on the 

hillslope beside the Queen Eleanor's 'Cross at Hardingstone (SP 

754582), the year's programme suffered minimum dislocation. The Unit 

is still mainly concerned with rescue-work funded primarily by HBMC 
grants, but increasingly complemented by developer-funding and 
supplemented by MSC work-schemes. 

At present much of this work is within the Raunds Area Project, but 

evaluation and small scale rescue-excavation continue tci be undertaken 
elsewhere in the county. Among new, longer term projects is the 

series of excavations which English Heritage has commissioned at the 

Guardianship site of Kirby Hall, near Corby, as part of a scheme to 

enhance the presentation of the monument. In addition to such 

'fieldwork, post-excavation remains an important activity and several 
reports have been drafted during the year, while others completed 
previously have now been published. 

The county Sites and Monuments Record continues to be up-dated with 
information, including the results from the annual'flying programme, 
and the data forms the basis for comment on planning and conservation 
proposals. The Unit has been closely involved in the initial stages 
of planning a 35 acre Heritage Park to be located near Stanwick. It 

is hoped that a permanent recreation, tourist and education resource, 
based on reconstructions of buildings discovered during excavations 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
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within the Raunds project-area, will have been established there by 

the mid-1990s. The proposal was warmly received by Lord Montagu of 
Beaulieu, Chairman of English Heritage, at a special presentation in 

September and a full feasibility study is now being undertaken. 

Other promotional activities during the year have included lectures 
and talks by members of the Unit to a wide range of societies, 

professional bodies, and other organisations, together with the 

staging of a one-day conference on the Raunds Area Project which was 

attended by approximately 180 people. An important initiative is also 
being undertaken to make archaeology more accessible for schools. By 
developing all such contacts, it is hoped to achiéve wider public 
appreciation of the county's historic landscape. 

THE RAUNDS AREA PROJECT 

The Raunds Area Project combines large scale rescue-excavation with 
field survey and environmental and documentary research, in an 
examination of the evolution of the landscape in an area of 40 square 
kilometres of the Nene Valley in Northamptonshire. The study area 

comprises the Medieval parishes of Raunds, Ringstead, Hargrave and 
Stanwick which, in the Saxon period, may have comprised a single 
estate. The area stretches from floodplain meadows, through terrace 
gravels and the mainly permeable geologies of the valley sides, up 
onto the boulder clay plateau which was part of the Saxon 'forest' of 

Brommold. In the medieval period Raunds lay within a typical Midland 
open-field landscape with nucleated villages and occasional hamlets. 
The project is examining whether the origins of that type of landscape 
lie only in the later Saxon period, or if its distinctive character 
has roots earlier in the Saxon, Roman, or even Iron Age periods. 

A general introduction to the project together with a preliminary 
discussion of the Saxon and Medieval pottery sequences has been 
published in Northamptonshire Archaeology 20 (1985), pp 3-21 and is 

available as a separate .offprint from the county Archaeology Unit, 
price £1.50 inclusive of postage. Further reports on the progress of 
the project will be included in subsequent volumes of the journal 
series, the next to be issued in summer 1988. Various forms of, 

popular publication will supplement the interim record and already 
include an initial summary of results which was published in Current 
Archaeology no 106 (vol IX.11 - September 1987). 

The Raunds Area Project is a joint venture between the 
Northamptonshire County Council and English Heritage (HBMCE), with the 
support of the Manpower Services Commission and the Amey Roadstone 
Corporation. The Central Excavation Unit of English Heritage is 

involved in the excavation of prehistoric and Roman sites within the 
gravel-extraction area around Stanwick, with the county unit 
undertaking the responaibilities of fieldwork elsewhere in the study 
area. The main projects currently in progress or in post-excavation 
are 

1 Fieldwalking survey of the entire project-area. 
2 Excavation of sixth- to fifteenth-century occupation on 

Furnells Manor in Raunds village. 
3 Excavation of sixth- to seventh-century and late Saxon to 

post-medieval activity at Langham Road in Raunds village. 
4 Excavation of occupation from the sixth century to post-,, 

medieval on Burystead Manor and the tenements fronting onto 
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Midland Road in Raunds village. 
Excavation on the deserted medieval hamlet of West Cotton in 

Raunds parish. 

West Cotton 

e-s/ 
Stanwick villa ( 

Irthlingborough 
barrows . 

1 km National. Grid 

Furnells 
Mallows Cotton 

Burystead 

MNGSITA0 

RAUNDS 

Key sites in the Raunds Area. 

In 1987 work was undertaken as follows: 

Field Survey S Parry 

An intensive programme of field survey began in November 1985 in order 
to investigate patterns of settlement and land-use within the overall 
project-area. The basis of the survey is a reconnaissance by 

fieldwalking of, the available arable land, using 15m spaced transects 
divided into 20m lengths. More detailed collection of material, 
geophysical prospection, and excavation is undertaken in key areas 
defined by the reconnaissance. By the-end of 1987 some 1363 ha had 
been examined, leading to the identification of sites of all periods 
and the recognition of 'lion-site' patterning. 

Detailed consideration of the lithic assemblage has yet to be 

undertaken, but in simple quantitative terms there is a décline in the 
density of material between the lighter permeable soils of the valley 
side and the boulder clay plateau. Within the variable geology of the 
valley side there appears to be a preference for areas with an 
ironstone bedrock. 

Iron Age settlement.is widespread on both permeable soils and boulder 
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clay. Aerial photography has located an extensive system of linear 

enclosures on the clayland which fieldwalking has dated to the Iron 
Age. Roman settlement appears to follow a similar distribution; some 

sites Coincide with the occurrence of earlier Iron Age material, but 

others appear to have been newly established.Iftst sites continued in 
use throughout the Roman period, though their form and function may 
have altered considerably. 

Early Saxon material is well represented, with over 600 sherds from 

twelve locations. There is a coincidence of Roman and early Saxon 

material at three locations in the Nene Valley, but elsewhere the 

sites are found on permeable soils of the Oolitic series and Oxford 
Clay. A possible pattern is emerging of settlements arranged in pairs 
with sites located at either side of tributary streams of the Nene and 
Til. 

Only twelve mid-Saxon sherds have been found on three early Saxon 
sites. This decline in quantity ,is also recognised from the major 
excavations in Raunds village and may be linked to a restricted use of 
pottery; however, the significance of this distribution must await the 
more intensive collection of material from both early and late Saxon 
sites. 

Late Saxon and Medieval concentrations of material have been located 
at the peripheries of the present villages where they probably 
represent slight shifts in settlement. Fieldwalking has also been 
undertaken over parts of the deserted hamlets in the Nene Valley where 
similar concentrations of material have been recorded. 

Raunds Village 

Burvatead. (TL 007732) - M Audouy 

Excavation was undertaken between April and November 1987 prior to 

housing development on a site which was considered to be the location 
of the Burystead Manor, lying immediately to the north of the parish 
church of St Peter. The affected area of c 0.6 ha had lain fallow 
since the last of the farm buildings to have stood there was 
demolished in the nineteenth century. 

The commencement of occupation in the sixth to seventh centuries AD is 
attested by the presence of a large quantity of pottery throughout the 
site, both in the'fillings of contemporary postholes and from later 
levels. Unfortunately, the morphology of the associated settlement 
cannot be easily identified from the scatter of its few surviving 
features. Similarly, though the residual occurrence of eighth-century 
pottery, including imported Ipswich_ware, suggests the proximity of 
some form of occupation at that time, no middle Saxon features were 
recognised. 

In the late Saxon period, between the ninth to eleventh centuries, a 

loose network of long, narrow, ditches was established, running at 
right-angles to each other in a series of north-south and east-west 
alignments. The existence of similar arrangements of ditches 
elsewhere in Raunds at this period shows the pattern to have been 
widespread and it may be suggested that it represents the forerunner 
of the Medieval tenement system with its rows of individual 
rectangular plots. The earlier system of organisation appears to have 
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been contemporary with the establishment of the manor and church at 
the Furnells site, but, unlike there and on the adjacent site at 

Langham Road, the Burystead plots do not seem to have contained timber 

buildings of any significance. It is of interest, however, that 

stone-quarrying probably began in the village at about that time. 

Throughout the Middle Ages, activity at Burystead seems to have been 
primarily agricultural, on the basis of the scarcity of features 
(cattle burial) and the poor, residual assemblage of medieval pottery. 
It is only during the post-medieval period that we can trace a more 

intensive domestic occupation, attested by the remains of a dovecote, 

a drying oven, and several stone floors. All, however, had been 
extensively robbed-out by the time that the site was abandoned in the 

early nineteenth century. 

Whilst the Burystead Manor continues to elude discovery, the recent 
excavations have nevertheless provided important information about the 
origins of Raunds village and the impact which the establishment of 

the manor had on its morphology. The completion of the Burystead 
excavation marks the close of the recent series of large scale 

excavations in the village and the commencement of a further stage in 
the analysis of the wealth of accumulated data. 

Furnells post-excavation - G Cadman 

Post-excavation analysis continued throughout the year on the large 

body of data recorded at the site of Raunds, Furnells where an 
extensive area of Anglo-Saxon settlement and medieval manorial complex 
was excavated between 1977-84 (see S Midlands Archaeol, 14 (1984), pp 

29-33). The first part of the report, concerned with the site's late 

Saxon church and cemetery, awaits final editing prior to publication; 
the second part, dealing with the remainder of the site-sequence 
stretching from the sixth to the fifteenth centuries, should be 

completed in draft form during 1988. 

Both parts of the report are intended to take the form of site-based 
report-digests, with more widely ranging discussion being undertaken 
in later Raunda Area Project publications or in selected specialist 
publications as appropriate. Andy Boddington, the excavator of the 
church and cemetery, has recently completed several such papers. 
'Raunds, Northamptonshire: analysis of a country churchyard' was 
published in the World Archaeology volume devoted to 'Archaeology and 
the Christian Church' (vol 18 (1987), pp 41t-25) and dealt primarily 
with the graveyard's internal structure and the methodology behind its 
analysis. Two further papers by the same author in the book Death 
Decay and Reconstruction (eds A Boddington, A N Garland, and R C 
Janaway), published in 1987 by the Manchester University Press, have 
tackled respectively aspects of bone distribution and displacement 
within graves (pp 27-42) and the inherent problems of determining 
population structures from skeletal remains (pp 180-97). 

M'est Cotton, (SP 976725) - D Windell 

Excavation at West Cotton forms an integral part of the Raunds Area 
Project. Initially the site was recognised as a deserted medieval 
hamlet from earthwork survey and the original proposal was to excavate 
the area of about 5,500 sq m which was threatened by the construction 
of the A45/A605 New Road. This investigation was completed between 
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West Cotton: excavations and surviving earthworks. 

March 1985 and November 1986. At that time, hawever,- it became 

evident that the entire area of the hamlet to the vest of the road- 

line (approximately a further 7,000 sq m) was threatened by gravel 

extraction. Commencement of excavation of this western area was made 

in April 1987 and should be completed by December 1988. By then, 

about 11,000 sq m will have been excavated in detail backed by trial- 

trenching, watching brief, and salvage over a large area to the north, 

west, and south. 

The excavation has received financial support from the Manpower 

Services Commission, Northamptonshire County Council, and English 

Heritage and much help from ARC (Southern) Limited. I am indebted to 
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all those organisations and to the many people who have assisted the 
project. 

In summary, the site has provided over 50% of a well-preserved 
medieval hamlet, evidence of late Saxon occupation, PaganSaxon 
activity, and a remarkable late Neolithic to Early Bronze Age ritual 
focus. 

Late Neolithic/early Bronze Age 

An area of over 5,000 sq m has so far been fully excavated to 

prehistoric levels, with watching brief and salvage in the area being 
quarried. Simultaneously, Claire Halpin of the Central Excavation 
Unit has undertaken large-scale reconnaissance by trial-trenching and 
area-stripping of an extensive area to the south of West Cotton. In 

total this work by NCC and CEU has revealed a complex of ten late 
Neolithic/early Bronze Age monuments comprising four round barrows, 
two long mounds, a turf mound, a causewayed ring ditch, a Long 

Enclosure, and another ditched enclosure in an apparently linear 

arrangement along the valley. None of these sites was known 
previously because of the depth of alluvium in the area. Cropmarks, 
however, denote the existence of two further ring ditches c 150m north 

of West Cotton and a probable henge some 400m to the east. 

Long Enclosure. 

Orientated south-west to north-east and 120m long by 20m wide, the 

Long Enclosure was defined by a single ditch. The northern third lay 
within the area of total excavation and the remainder was defined by 

trial-trenching beneath a 2m depth of alluvium. There were no 

features internal to the enclosure and though there were no standing 

remains, the ditch sections suggested the presence of internal banks 
along the long sides. No evidence of this was apparent along the 

shorter side. Finds were few, comprising c 50 pieces of struck flint 
but none diagnostic, a red deer antler rake, and two pieces of bone 

suitable for radiocarbon assay (no dates have yet been established). 

Ditched Enclosure 

An arc of ditch located 45m north-east of the Long Enclosure pre-dated 
the latest, outermost ditch of Barrow 1. It seemstiost likely to have 
formed an enclosure of c 33m by 20m (if symmetrical). The 

interruption of the later barrow ditch suggests the presence of an 

internal bank within the enclosure. No diagnostic dating evidence was 
retrieved, nor were any features revealed in the small part of the 

interior available for excavation. Its position and probable form 
suggests a small enclosure associated with the Long Enclosure and on a 
similar alignment. 

Barrow 1 

Beside the ditched enclosure a multi-phase ditched round barraw, 

overlay a Beaker burial. 

The first phase consisted of a small ditch enclosing an almost 
circular area, c 14.50m in diameter. At the centre a grave contained 
an adult male in flexed position, lying on his left side and 
orientated south-west to north-east. In a group by the feet were a 
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long-necked beaker,. a conical V-perforated button of jet 48mm in 

diameter, a notched and tanged flint dagger 170mm long, a large flint 

flake, and a small lump of chalk with grooves (?natural). Beside the 

hands was a small flint knife. Beneath the burial a shallow pit 

contained disarticulated bone of another individual. These deposits 
had been covered by a turf mound still standing to 0.30m maximum. 

Erosion of theoturf mound rapidly filled the original ditch and a new 
ditch was cut, in Phase II, to an 18m diameter, the resulting gravel 

being cast up onto the turf mound. Probably associated with this 

phase was a pot of food-vessel type within the fill of the original 

ditch. 

Following the silting of the Phase 
to form a circle of 30m diameter 
upcast to enlarge the mound but 

ditch. This new ditch cut.through 

II ditch, a new outer ditch was dug 
(Phase III). The gravel was again 
leaving a berm between mound and 
the ditched enclosure. 

A cremation_covered by a miniature urn was inserted into the fills of 

the Phase III ditch and probably at this time a cremation with a small 
ceramic button in a collared urn was inserted in a shallow depression 

in the berm. 

Barrow 2 

Some 70m to the south-west of the Long Enclosure a second round barrow 

was revealed in salvage work during gravel-extraction. It consisted 

of a simple turf mound surrounded by a ditch forming a near-circle of 

c 21m diameter. Under the mound an eccentrically placed 'grave' pit 

revealed a poorly preserved red deer antler over a dark stain, which 

may represent a body stain. 

Turf Mound 

To the immediate north of Barrow 2, and cut by its ditch, was an 

unditched mound of turf. Roughly circular in plan and c 19m in 

diameter, it stood to a height of 0.50m at the centre. The western 

half was revealed by watching brief in the quarry, and was followed by 

a set-piece excavation of the eastern half. There was no evidence of 

either a burial or a grave-pit, hence the avoidance of the term 

'barrow'. 

On top of the mound two parallel lengths of gully, 10m apart and 

aligned south-west to north-east, were traced for a maximum distance 
of 10.50m. The fills revealed much burnt debris and some evidence of 

upright stakes. Finds from the gullies were entirely prehistoric and 

the coincidence of their alignment with that of the Long Enclosure 

suggests the presence of a timber structure of late Neolithic/early 
Bronze Age date on top of thia-iound. Unfortunately the conditions of 

salvage within the quarry precluded a revelation of the complete plan 
of the gullies or.sufficient work on the western member. 

Long Mound 

Across the western part of the site a Long Mound of turf has been 
revealed, 135m long and between 18m - 20m wide. Work is still 

continuing on this monument, but by the end of 1987 the easternmost 
20m had been fully excavated, the westernmost 25m recorded in wstching 
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brief, and a start made on excavation of the central portion. The 

mound was unditched and stood-:to a maximum',height of 0.80m at the 

eastern end. So far no features have been revealed'rbeneath it. -On- 

the denuded surface of the *mild. a' shalloW gully has been found which 
follows the outlines of 'the mOUnd forminutwo parallel Sides c 10m. 

apart, and enClbsed dt the,eastern-enC Though traced for over 100m 
the western ends of the gullies weie lost in the quarrying. Their 
fills contained intermittent burnt debris and in places evidence of 
upright stakes. Artefactual dating evidence from the gully was poor, 

comprising. tindiagnostic flint tools and a -few small sherds of 

prehistOric Pottery. The Uppermoit, subsidence fillings contained a 

few abraded early Saxon sherds:which initially led to-the view that 
the gully may have been an early Saxon feature. Though the evidence 
retains inconclusive,' the present interpietatitin id. that the.gully 
represents a' prehistoric timberwotk enclosure on top of the.late 
Neolithic/early Bronze Age long mound; in Some ways sitilar to, thoUgh 
much larger than rhat on the turf mound to the -South. 

Environmental Work and Finds 

Throughout the work on these monuments, considerable emphasis has been 
placed on the environmental potentidl. Uhfortunately this is:limited 
within the excavation to the recovery of carbonised remains which are 
subject to contamination from later levels. However, a system of 

palaeochannels of the River Nene has been revealed by modern quarrying 
and Dr M Robinson and Dr A Brown have obtained samples of well- 
preserved'organics of prehistoric date from these channels. As'yet, 
no analytical results have been obtained but the close conjunction of 
the monuments, carbonised debris within them, and organics from the 
nearby palaeochannels seems very promising. 

As well as the finds already mentioned, all the monuments have 
produced quantities of flintwork (c 6,000 pieces° to date) and a 

scatter of prehistoric sherds. Also, each monument has Provided 
material for radiocarbon assay though no dates are available yet. 

Saxon and Medieval Occupation 

Early Saxon 

Following the late Neolithic/early Bronze Age activity, the area of 
West Cotton reverted to agricultural use until the early Saxon period. 
A small area of Pagan Saxon activity has been located on top of the 
Long Mound. It consists of two postholes within a shallow depression 
associated with a group of Saxon sherds, a loomweight, and spindle 
whorls. Though considered likely to have been a 'sunken-featured 
building', the posts were evidently not structural. A few other early 
Saxon sherds have been located in the subsidence fillings of the gully 
on the Long Mound and at the western end of the Mound. 

After this brief episode, a further hiatus occurred in activity until 
the late Saxon period. 

Late Saxon and Saxo-Norman 

In the late 9th or early 10th centuries the area which later became 
the village was divided by a series of ditches. The initial division 
seems to have formed a row of plots aligned roughly east to west with 
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a consistent width of 4 rods (c 19.50m). This pattern developed with 
the cutting of gullies aligned north to south, initially perpendicular 
to the alignment of the early gu*ies but encroaching over time to a 

position creating the outlines of the green seen in the medieval 
period. 

No major buildings of late Saxon date have yet been revealed, and so 

far only a small entrance-way structure, fence lines of posts, and 
shallow sub-division gullies have been found within the plots defined 
by the ditches. However, the large quantities of domestic refuse, 
pottery, bone, coins, and metal objects retrieved suggest the presence 
of substantial buildings nearby. 

Medieval Occupation 

In the period of approximately 1200 - 1250 the hamlet was reorganised 
with the laying out of stone buildings fronting up to the central 
green. The earliest phases of stone buildings have been disturbed by 
the later and so are difficult of interpretation. Within the 1985-6 
area their layout was directly under the later phases, and some of the 
earliest walls were maintained in the later buildings. Internally the 
earliest buildings were characterised by small wrens, hearths, and 

stone-line& pits of uncertain function. In the area under excavation 
in 1987 there are suggestions of large early phase buildings which are 
not directly beneath the later phases, but more excavation is needed 
in 1988 to define these. 

The main period of st6ne buildings dated from c 1250 to c 1400' - 1450. 

The buildings were exceptionally well-preserved, some walls standing 
up to lm high and vith all internal floors, hearths, and other 
features still intact. Within the excavated area five separate plots 
or tenements can be described. 

Tenement A, immediately south-west of the green, yielded a range of 
domestic buildings fronting onto the green and totalling 31m long. 
This range was formed by a small chamber, a hall, a cross-passage 
room, a 'kitchen', and an ancillary room which contained the stone 
base of a probable timber stairway. Behind this frontage was a 

trapezoidal structure of 6.50m x 3m and slightly further back was a 

separate malt-house. Four of the five excavated tenements have 
yielded structures interpreted as malt-houses - each of very similar 
design with a square oven attached to a small rectangular room, and 
closely paralleled at Furnells Manor in Raunds and elsewhere in the 
Northamptonshire area.- Tenement A was divided from Tenement B to the 
south by a narrow passageway defined by two walls. 

Tenement B yielded two main structures of cross-passage design, the 
southern measuring 8m x 4.40m and the north-western 7m x 4.50m, with a 
large hearth and stone-lined pit or trough bearing marked staining 
similar to that in Tenement E. These two buildings were later joined 
to provide a small room between. In front of this short row was a 
further building with a baking oven in its earliest phase. Evidence 
of encroachment onto the green was found here and the final boundary 
had progressed c 5m beyond the original medieval frontage. At the 
back of Tenement B was a malt-house similar to that in Tenement A. 

To the north of these tenements was the green, represented by a badly 
worn, limestone rubble surface which had been covered, after the 
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cessation of occupation, by up to lm of clay probably from flooding or 

deliberate empondment. 

To the north7east of the green Tenement C included a large barn. If 

iymmetricalaboixt the barn door it would have been. c 24m x 4m wide. 
In' thelater medieval period the' door had-been partially blocked to 

form a Standard lm doorway and the internal area had been subdivided 
into mnaller domestic rooMs. Connected to the barn by a yard surface-. 
was another building possibly associated with cereal-processing and 

beyond it lay a large malt-house. This differed from other malt- 

houses at the site in having a circular wall-footing at one end, 

interpreted variously as a vat-enclosure wall or the unfired base of a 
large oven. 

North-west of this range a further structure has been defined as 

Tenement D. In its earliest phase it comprised a cross-passage 
building containing a baking oven. Later, the room was rebuilt and 

divided into three, with a small domestic room at the west end and a 

byre at the east. A small room was butted onto the front of the 

structure, and a small sunken chamber to the rear was connected by a 

walled passageway to a well. 

At the north-west end of the green was Tenement E, where excavation 
has been in progress since 1987. Three structures of several rooms 

were arranged around a courtyard which originally gave access onto the 
green but was later blocked. The south-western structure was c 16m 
long and contained three rooms comprising a central kitchen flanked by 
rooms with flagstone floors; the northernmost room contained a stone- 

lined pit or trough with heavy (?chemical) staining similar to that in 
Tenement B. Abutting this building to the north was another structure 
also of three rooms, totalling 12m in length; its northern room had a 
slightly sunken pitched limestone floor. This, in turn, was connected 
by a boundary wall to a further structure at the east. It measured 
4.60m x 3.40m and had a floor partially of stone and partially of 

earth, with a doorway of unusual width (2.20m). At the northern 
corner a circular structure of c 3.20m external diameter with a step 
within the room has been interpreted as the base of a stairway. On 
the courtyara at the side of this room was a small chamber with a 
floor of flagstones. 

To the west of this range of buildings a large walled enclosure 
contained in its south-west corner another malt-house of similar 
design to those in the other tenements. 

The buildings of all the tenements went through many phases of 

alterations and changes in use. but the layout of the hamlet seems to 

have remained fairly stable from c 1250 until- desertion .sometims 
between 1400 - 1450. There is evidence of some tertiary use of the 
buildings, but final desertion had certainly come by the end of the 

fifteenth century. However, thelpoundaries between tenements and the 
green were maintained into, the eighteenth century, despite the whole 
area being turned over to. pasture. 

Environmental Evidence and Palaeochannels 

Considerable emphasis has been placed on the recovery of environmental 
data, particularly by flotation of carbonised debris. As yet no 
detailed analysis is available, though a high arable orientation to 
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the economy is already evident. 

Work has also been carried out in the palaeochannels of the River Nene 
nearby. Watching brief to the west has revealed several channels with 
small timber and limestone structures (?fish-weirs) within them. 

Bore-holes followed by archaeological trenching have revealed a full 
section of the channel which forms the northern limit of the hamlet. 
Within this was found timberwork and organic deposits containing 
debris from flax-retting. 

To the south and west the hamlet was bounded by a stream which fed 
into the main palaeochannel to the north. Excavation evidence shows. 

that this stream was partially 'canalised' in the medieval period and 
finally embanked to create a stream Eit a higher level than the 
surrounding land. The rationale of this late stream-embankment is 

unknown; generation of water-power or flood-control seems likely. It 

is hoped to investigate these aspects further, along with the problems 
of alluviation of the valley, during 1988. 

It is anticipated that excavation.will continue until December 1988 by 
which time nearly 12,000 sq m will have beenAnvestigated in detail, 
representing over 50% of the known area of the hamlet. 

OTHER FIELDWORK AND OBSERVATIONS 

Barton Seagrave. St Botolph's Church (SP 888771) - B Dix 

Examination was made between 3 - 7 August 1987 of alterations within 
the church interior for -lowering the floor. levels of the 
congregational seating area and chancel. Medieval work was exposed 
and subsequently preserved in both areas, but the depth of modern 
excavation barely penetrated such earlier floor levels as had survived 
extensive Victorian remodelling. The principal remains comprised 
parts of the south wall of the twelfth-century nave and the broad 
limestone foundation of, the fourteenth-century aisle with a series of 
undated burials alongside. 

Fawslev Hall (SP 560568) - M Whewell 

Four mechanically cut trenches were dug in November 1987 in order to 
evaluate a site where the grant of planning permission might have 
resulted in damage to the remains of an eleventh-century royal estate 
centre. _ In the event, the stratification exposed T...ms shallow, 
consisting of topsoil (up to 0.20m deep), a clay subsoil, and natural 
gravel. Despite very thorough examination, none of the trenches 
provided evidence of archaeological remains, indicating that Saxon and 
Medieval occupation did not-extend into the area. 

Fineshade Abbey (SP 973976) - A G Johnston 

Fineshade has a complicated history, beginning in the twelfth century 
as a castle which was demolished in the reign of King John when an 
Augustinian priory was built. At the Dissolution, the land and 
buildings were granted to John, Lord Russel, and four years later 
passed to Sir Robert Kirkhmm who created a house in the conventual 
buildings. This was replaced by a new house built by the Hon John 
Monckton in 1770 which survived until 1956 when it was largely 
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demolished, so that today only a small part remains together with an 
adjacent stable-block erected in 1884. 

Following an application to convert the stable-block into two 

dwellings, a series of evaluation trenches was cut by machine in April 
1987, concentrating on the area bounded by the _castle ramparts but 

also extending to the north in order to seek the site's limits in that 

direction. The north-east corner of the castle-rampart was 

identified, while occupation relating to the priory appears to have 

been centred on the northern part of the site where demolition rubble 

was found. In addition, an-unsuspected Roman site was identified to 

the west of. the stables where large quantities of roofing tiles, 

building stone, and plaster suggest the proximity of a major building. 

Gretton, Kirby Hall (SP 925927) - B Dix. 

Excavation in progress since September 1987 is examining the evolution 

of the series of seventeenth-century formal gardens at Kirby prior to 

eventual restoration by English.Heritage. To date investigation has 
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concentrated upon revealing details of the Great Garden which appears 
to have been created by Sir. Christopher,Hatton III, in £1640, when an 
approXimately rectangular parterre of C 115m (northSOuth) X 85m was 
constructed on previouSly, sloping ground tO ihe.west of the house. 

The associated terrace.Tworks and attendant'dtainageaysten.testify to 
the complexity and imMense scale of the 'undertaking which ,resulted in 
a major transformation of scene. Later modifications', tO the garden 
included the 4emolition of parti of its surrounding Wails, the 

replacement of the West Terrace'revetment by a,grassed bank, and the 

relocation of, 'architectural feaiuies. The 'changes had been 

accomplished by the end of the .seventeenth century And were most 
likely ordered by Sir:_Ohristopher Hatton Win the 1680s and '90s. 

Within the garden itself, excavation is beginning :0-reVeal, the 

outlines of borders and other Itatures, suggesting that previOns 
restoration in the 19308 it of doubtful accuracy. 

Hardingstone. Northampton High School Site - M Shaw and A Williams 

A watching brief during the levelling of the west end of the site in 

June 1987 revealed a series of intercutting, ?drainage/boundary 
ditches c 0.50m wide at SP 76055760, from which Iron Age pottery was 
recovered. Trial-trenching at the east end of the site in November 
1987 at SP 76315747 revealed a single length of ditch c 0.50m wide but 
no pottery was recovered. 

Hardingstone. The Warren (SP 76505743) - M Shaw and A Williams 

A trial-trench excavated in October 1987 uncovered a 2m wide ditch 
which was the continuation of an enclosure ditch discovered at the 

Hardingstone Primary School site in 1967-8 (cf P J Woods, Excavations 
at Hardingstone. Northants. 1967-8 (1969), fig 2 ). 1k large number of 
other features, many of them filled with a reddish brown sandy clay, 
were also uncovered but no finds were recovered from them and many may 
be periglacial rather than archaeological features. The lack of finds 
suggests that the area was on the periphery of the settlement 
excavated previously. 

Northampton - M Shaw 

Three small excavations were undertaken in Northampton in. 1987at 
Woolmonger Street (SP 75286034), St James' Place (SP 75226027), and St 
Peter's Way (SP 74926030). Middle and late Saxon pottery and features 
were recorded at the two former sites, while at St Peter's Way the 

town's medieval defences were located, providing the first evidence 
for a wall on the south-west side of the town. The heavily robbed 
remains of a stone wall, 1.20m thick, were uncovered on 'the inner lip 
of a shallow, flat-bottomed ditch which was up to 13.40m wide. The 
wall may have gone out of use as early as the late thirteenth century 
when the area inside the ditch was given over to tanning. The ditch 
itself was apparently completely filled-in by the sixteenth century at 
latest. Certainly the town-defences in this area had completely 
disappeared by the time of the earliest map of Northampton by Speed in 
1610. 

Much energy has been expended in the town this year in attempting to 
enturt preServation of archaeOlogical 'deposits. To this end 
develdpment plans have been altered on sites at Gold: Street: and 
Matefair. Otherwise, wOrk has' been concentrated on evaluation 
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trenches on threatened sites, watching briefs, and producing archive- 
reports on past excavations. It is hoped that digest-reports on these 

excavations and any new work in the town over the next few years will 
form the basis of a new academic publication on Saxon and Medieval 
Northampton. 

Sulgrave (SP 55604528) - C Addison-Jones 

In response to an application for Scheduled Monument Consent to 

undertake building' works on the site of Sulgrave castle, a small 

evaluation was carried out in late March 1987. An east-west trench, 

.20m long by 2m wide, revealed a succession of modern layers above 
natural marl. Although pieces of late Saxon and Medieval pottery were 
recovered, there was no evidence for the survival of associated 
stratigraphy. 

Wellingborough. Stanwell Spinney (SP 870694) - D Jackson 

The construction of the Wellingborough north-west by-pass road in 1987 

bisected an area of cropmarks denoting a series of enclosures at 

Stanwell Spinney. Limited excavation sponsored by the county Highways 
Department was carried out both before and during the road programme. 

The entrance to a roughly oval-shaped enclosure lay within the road- 
corridor. Excavation showed that the enclosure was well defended by a 

deep ditch and a complex gateway. A second enclosure, measuring only 
10m x 7m internally, also lay on the line of the roadworks. It was D- 
shaped in plan and its lm- deep ditch had been re-cut on several 

occasions. A possible third enclosure adjacent to Stanwell Spring 
could not be excavated. 

Other features revealed in the road alignment included 37 pits, one of 

which contained a human burial lying face-down near the top of its 

infilling, and a possible lime-kiln of uncertain date. 

The settlement appears to date to the middle Iron Age period. Its 

proximity to the well known Stanwell Spring may hint at the presence 
of a shrine in the locality. 

POST-EXCAVATION AND PUBLICATION 

In addition to the individual post-excavation programmes relating to 

sites in Northampton and from the Raunds project-area, reports 
continue to be prepared on a number of.other previous and recent 
excavations in the county. Among them, a draft report has been 
completed on the prehistoric evidence of two beaker graves, associated 
settlement, and a group of early Iron Age pottery from Ashton, where 
large scale rescue-excavation between 1982-5 dealt mainly with the 

remains of a Roman small town (cf Britannia, XIV (1983), pp 305-6 and 
references there cited). The publication of that information will 
incorporate the results from almost ten years' previous digging at the 
site and is currently approaching level 3 completion. 
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Ashton Roman Town: Reconstruction drawing by Cecily Marshall. 

Post-excavation work also continues on Roman, Saxon, and Medieval 
sites examined respectively in Towcester, Oundle, and Brackley, while 
other reports have either been completed or are nearing finalisation 
on prehistoric and later features found during salvage-excavation in 
Grendon Quarry, pottery from the Anglo-Saxon cemetery at Wakerley, 
excavations at Northampton Castle, and a medieval pottery kiln at 
Yardley Hastings. In addition, support and advice in the 
identification of finds continues to be given to fieldworkers in the 
area and occasional contract-work has been undertaken on groups of 

material from outside the county. 

Reports currently awaiting publication in either local or national 
journals include those dealing with Iron Age enclosures at Weekley and 
Wootton Hill Farm, Northampton; a series relating to Roman sites at 
Bannaventa (Whilton Lodge), Kettering, Laxton, and Weldon; and the 
report of a group of early post-medieval tanning pits at The Green, 
Northampton. 

As well as publications and other notices concerned with aspects of 
the Raunds Area Project, the following reports and articles have 
appeared during the year: 

B Dix, 'Human burials at Church Barn, Fotheringhay', in 
Northamptonshire Archaeology, 20(1985), pp 139-41. 

Abstract: Brief report on the salvage-recording of 26 human burials 
discovered in 1983 during building work to the west of 
Fotheringhay church. The burials were probably medieval and 
related to the former extent of the parish churchyard. 
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A M Gibson and A McCormick, 'Archaeology at Grendon Quarry, 

Northamptonshire Part I: Neolithic and Bronze Age sites excavated in 
1974-5', in Northamptonshire Archaeology, 20 (1985), pp 23-66 with 49 
pages of microfiche. 

Abstract: Report of the excavation of a series of funerary monuments 
occupying a clearing in oak woodland formed by a gravel 
tongue beside the River Nene. The earliest monument, a 

rectangular or square barrow erected in the later part of 

the early Neolithic period, was associated with a Grimston 

Ware assemblage of about 37 vessels of excellent quality. 

The main phase of burial activity, however, seems to be 

centred around the beginning of the later half of the early 
Bronze Age and comprises six ring ditches or barrows and an 
unusual, ?contemporary pit complex. 

D Jackson, 'Roman iron working at Laxton', in Northamptonshire History 

News, 69 (March 1987), pp 25-7. 

Abstract: Interim account of a major Roman ironworks of the first to 

second centuries AD discovered during road-improvement on 

the A43 at Laxton Lodge, north of Bulwick.' In addition to 

small furnaces typical of the period, a new type of iron 

bloomery furnace was rePreiented by larger structures, ç 
1.35m in diameter with clay walls, up to 0.30m thick. The 

magnitude of the industry was attested by a thick spread of 

slag and debrie over.an-adjacent area,of some 4,000 sq m. 

Other featuree exposed by the _.roadwOrks included an 

inhumation cemetery, poSsibly of 100+ graves, and the stone 

foundations of building's, but neither *could be fully 

investigated. 

D Jackson and D Knight,. 'An early Iron Age and Beaker site near 

Gretton, Northamptonshire', in NorthaMptonshire Archaeology, 20 

(1985),pp 67-86 with 26 pages of microfiche. 

Abstract: Rescue-excavation at Park Lodge Quarry, Gretton in 1978-9 

revealed three Beaker pits and an early Iron Age ditched 
trackway or other linear, boundary. An adjacent Iron Age 

settlement included an oval posthole ring and a rectangular 
four-post setting among other features. The trackway 

ditches produced a large and exceptionally rich assemblage 
of pottery associated with radiocarbon dates of the fifth 

to third centuries bc. 

M Shaw, 'Early Post-Medieval Tanning in Northampton, England', in 

Archaeology, 40, no 2 (March/April 1987), pp 43-7. (Available from the 

Unit, price £0.65 including postage and packing) 

Abstract: A review of the archaeological evidence for the 
organisation and techniques of, the sixteenth- to 

seventeenth-century tanning industry of Northampton, which 
appears to have been located chiefly' at the south-western 
edge of the town. The tanneries used the vegetable-tanning 
method to process predominantly cattle hides, but also used 
sheepskins and horse hides. Chemical analysis of samples 
from pits in a tanning complex excavated to the east of. St 

Peter's church permits the recognition of the various 
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stages of leather-making which can be reconstructed in 

detail from other sources. 

M Shaw, 'Excavations on a Saxon and Medieval site at Black Lion Hill, 
Northampton', in Northamptonshire Archaeolozv, 20 (1985), pp 113-38 
with 94 pages of microfiche. 

Abstract: Excavation in 1982 exposed remains of the middle Saxon 
period onwards. Apart from features probably connected 
with a nearby eighth- to ninth-century palace-complex and 
rubbish pits, the earliest structure was a posthole 
building of the eleventh to twelfth centuries. In the 
thirteenth century stone-founded buildings were erected. 
One was apparently rebuilt with a timber frame on a dwarf 
stone wall in the late fifteenth century; it survived until 
the first half of the sixteenth century. Animal bones 
provide evidence of skinning in the fifteenth century and 
of tanning or tawing in the eighteenth century. 

S Taylor and B Dix, 'Iron Age and Roman settlement at Ashley, 
Northants', in Northamptonshire Archaeoloav, 20 (1985), pp 87-111. 

Abstract: 'Backlog' report of excavations in 1963, 1966, and 1970. A 
series of stone-based Roman agricultural buildings overlay 
an Iron Age settlement and culminated in the construction 
of a long barn which became disused during the late third 
century AD. An undated bronze-melting hearth had been set 
in the rubble of the dismantled structure. The main 
buildings of the site remain unlocated, but broken mosaics 
and-other building materials from a nearby yard suggest 
they were being substantially modified in late Roman times. 
Finds include a fragment of fourth-century gold-glass in 
addition to querns, worked bones, coins, and pottery. 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGY IN EDUCATION 

In the last year efforts to promote an understanding of the county's 
archaeological heritage have included the normal activities of site 
open-days and exhibitions, together with a new emphasis on developing 
contacts with schools. With the support of English Heritage and 
through the part-time appointment of an Education Officer, individual 
school-parties have been offered the opportunity to experience site- 
methods at first hand. Following a teaching session at Chichele 
College in Higham Ferrers, visits have been made to excavations in the 
Raunds area where it has been possible for groups to undertake simple 
excavation and recording tasks. Illustrated talks and finds' 
workshops are also available for the classroom and background-courses 
for teachers are being arranged. 

In the attempt to make archaeology more accessible for, schools a 
series of resource packs is also being published. The first of these, 
based on recent excavations at the Roman town and cemetery at Ashton, 
offers a variety of source material for use in individual, group, or 
class-work. The pack is self-contained and can be used either as a 
complete project in itself or as a basis of work on topics such as 
'Archaeology', 'The Romans', 'Investigating the Past', etc. Its 
content includes a set of 24 colour slides with accompanying notes, 
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several wall-charts, pupils' information sheets, drawings and 
photographs, and a set of 12 worksheet mastercopies together with 
teacher's notes. The exercises were designed for 9-13 year olds, and 
it hoped that teachers of this age-group will find the problem-solving 
approach to material evidence useful in many areas of the curriculum. 
Copies of this resource pack may be obtained from Dr Michael 
Molyneaux, 'Ashton Pack', Nene College*, Boughton Green Road, 
Northampton NN2 7AL at the following prices (cheques payable to 'Nene 

College'): complete packs (with slides and charts) £16.00, plus £2.00 

for postage and packing outside Northamptonshire; supplementary packs 
(without slides and charts) £10.00, plus £1.50 for postage and packing 
outside Northamptonshire. 
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David H. Kennett 

Ritual and Rite: The Older Discoveries of Early Anglo-Saxon 
Cemeteries in Northamptonshire 

Of the four counties of C.B.A.-9 region,"Northamptonshire is the one 
with the llast-known collection of Anglo-Saxon cemeteries and their 
artefacts. There are a number of'reasons for this. Few of the 
cemeteries with fifth- and sixth-century graves were recorded in 
depth when they were discovered. Few have grave groups which are 
reliable associations. And while sélection of artefacts have been 
published, few of the cemeteries have been published even on the 
level of a catalogue of material from the individual site concerned. 

The modern county (excluding the Soke of Peterborough) has produced 
four cemeteries which are essentially cremation cemeteries and 
eleven sites which are basically inhumation cemeteries. These 
figures are for those sites which have some reasonably reliable 
record of the number of graves ford. They include modsrn 
discoveries: Nassington in 1942, WakerLey in 1968-70 and, from 
the Soke Longthorpe in 1970. They exclude the two cemeteries 
recorded as found at Brixworth in 1900-1904 because no one kept any 
record of which material was found in which cemetery, let along a 
record of the number of graves from each site. For the second reison 
the finds from Islip-are omitted from the appendix. 

Cemeteries with material of the fifth and sixth centuries can be 
divided into two groups. There are the cremation cemeteries: Burton 
Latimer, Longthorpe, Kettering Stamford Road, Newton-in-the-Willows 
and Pitsford. Excepting the last each of these has a few, inhumation 
graves known or suspected from a collection of objects. 

Of these fiVe, none is known to have been completely excavated. 
.Pitsford, from within a barrow, and-.thought to'have been primaryto 
the structure, might have-been ne more.than the foUrteen recorded urns, 
from which:three. survive in.. lorthamiton Museum. Arguments have been 

. advanced beforethit-the Burton Latimer finds might be only ELfraction 
of the original diScoveries. No detail hiS.been preserved of the_ 
circumstances of the findingef the Newton-in-the-Willows objects and 
thie site also might have been much larger.than sevencremations and 
-one, more probably two inhumations. The Kettering Stamford Road site 
is the largest cremation cemetery in the:south Midlands but by 
standards of elsewhere is small: it probably was larger. 

The sites where the rite was predominantly inhumation almost all have 
a few, four or fewer, cremations. The rite was a minor one at sites 
like Marston St. Lawrence and Nassington of the well-recorded 
cemeteries and Rothwell and Duston of the less reliably recorded sites. 

Irrespective of being predominantly cremation or inhumation cemeteries, 
nearly all of these sites have been indexed both by the Ordnance Survey 
and by Mrs. Meaney as mixed cemeteries. This classification is 
unhelpful. 

It seems more-valid to categorise these cemeteries by their predominant 
rite. On present evidence, none is genuinely a mixed cemetery where 
the lesser rite is more than ten percent of the burials. 

On that gefinition there are fixed cemeteries from the region: 
Abingdon and Long Wittenham, Oxfordshire, and Kempston, Bedfordshire,8 
are obvious ones to quote. 
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By dividing the cemeteries into their predominant rite, it is 
possible to see whether there are any specific areas where one rite 
was favoured. The predominantly cremation cemeteriesare 
concentrated in thejse valley: Kettering Stamford Road, Newton-in- 
the-Willows and Burton Latimer. But the same area has predominantly 
inhumation Cemeteries at Rothwell, Desborough, and Thorpe Malsor. 
There are analOgies-Suggesting a single potter's work between an 
acceseory vessel from Thorpe Malsor and urns from Kettering Stamford 
Road and Newton-in-the-Willows. - 

These thoughts suggest a wider scenario. People Irom one community 
as represented by the cemeteries of each of these-places intermarried 
with those from neighbouring comMunities. If this occurred, it may 
be the background-to the tolerance of the less common rite.. 

A similar tolerance seems to exist around Peterborough. The 
Longthorpe cemetery was predominantly cremation; one of the two 
Woodstone cemeteries was exclusively inhumation, the o.the5 had a few 
cremations, but was predominantly an inhumation cemetery. 

Only in south-west Northamptonshire does there seem to be a lack of 
predominantly cremation cemeteries. There were three definite 
cremation urns found at Marston St. Laurence and one at Thenford. In 
this part of the county there does appear to be a considerable emphasis 
on the rite of inhumation but this might be the present bias of the 
known discoveries. Over the Oxforleire border, the burials from 
Souldern include three cremations. 

By isolating the major finds of cemeteries of the fifth and sixth 
centuries from Northamptonshire, it is possible to offer some 
parameters for their re-publication. Obviously this needs to take 
account of work done in the last twenty years. Of the sites listed 
in appendix I, excluding those discovered since 1940, threylwere 
published at the time of discovery: M15ston St. Lawrence, Holdenby12 
and, without grave ascriptions, Islip. What is facorded and the 
surviving artsfacts have been collated for Pitsford and Northampton 
St. Andrews. An article was prepared and submitted to Journal of 
Northampton Museums and Art Gallery is February 1976 about 'Bronze Age 
Urns and Saxon Finds from Rothwell'. Given this, there is a case 
for publishing Kettering Stamford R21d, Thorpe Malsor, Burton Latimer 
and Newton-in-the-Willows together. This is reinforced by the 
correspondences between the pots found at these sites. 

The problem, as always, is time, especially for the "pan-time 
archaeologist": the phrase was coined by J.N.L. ?Ayres.. Anglo- 
Saxon cemeteries, even ones found a long time ago, are expensive in 
the time they take to process for publication. These four sites have 
between them produced 140 pots and 50other artefacts. The ceramics 
alone are twenty or more full-page figures, each of which takes two 
days to complete. Given periods when drawing is. not done so that the 
draughtsman's.eyes can recover and the quality of the drawings maintained, 
this is a prNect demanding twelve or fifteen weeks without other 
commitments. 

The stark reality is that no-one who is employed to do something other 
than archaeology - not even school teachers - enjoy that kind of leave 
provision in one year. It is, of course, .one answer to falling school 
rolls to ale* individuals a sabbatical term to persue their own 
interests. 

(69) 



APPENDIX 1 

Northamptonshire Anglo-Saxon Cemeteries 

NOTES 

1 For cemeteries see bibliographical entries in A.L. Meaney, A Gazetteer 
of Early Anglo-Saxon Burial Sites, 1964, 186-197. Only items 
published subsequently are noted. 

2 E.T. Leeds and R.J.C. ATkinson, 'An Anglo-Saxon cemetery at Nassington, 
Northants.', Ant.J., 24, 1944, 100-128. 

3 Summaries: Med.Arch., 13, 1969, 236; Med.Arch., 14, 1970, 162; 
Med.Arch., 15, 1971, 132. This is a different site to the seventh- 
century one published Britannia 9, 1978, 228-234. 

4 J.N.L. Myres, 'The Anglo-Saxon Pottery [from Longthorpe]', Britannia, 
5, 1974, 112-121. 
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Site Date of Inhumations Cremations Total 
Discovery 

Burton Latimer 1880-85 2+ 15+ 117+ 

Longthorpe 1970 2 22 24 

Kettering, Stamford Road 1903 and 10+ 116+ 126+ 
1929 

Newton-in-the-Willows 1928 1(?2) 7 8+ 

Pitsford 1882 ? 14 14 

Desborough pre-1757 Unknown 2 ? 

Duston Before 1903 
and 1904 

31+ 2 33+ 

Holdenby 1864 and 29+ 3? 32+ 
1899 and 
1909 

Marston St. Lawrence 1842 and 33 3 36+ 
1843 

Nassington 1942 65 3 68 

Newnham 1829 20+ ? 20+ 

Northampton, St. Andrews 1836-37 10+ 4 14+ 

Bothwell 1912-13 40+ 2 42+ 

Thenford before 1830 7+ 1 8+ 

Thorpe Malsor 1916 5 ? 5 

Wakerley 1960-70 85 - 85 



D.H. Kennett, 'Anglo-Saxon Cemeteries and Nineteenth-Century 
Collecting: Discovery, Chance and Survival', C.B.A.9 Newsletter, 
10, 1980, 42-48, esp. 45; the same paper has extended comments 
on the Kettering cemetery. 

6 ` E.T. Leeds and D.B.Harden, The Anglo-Saxon Cemetery at Abingdon, 
Berkshire; 1936; local government re-organisation in 1974 
transferred both Abingdon and Long Wittenham to Oxfordshire. 

7 J.Y. Akerman in Archaeologia, 33, 1860, 327-352 and 39, 1861, 
135-142. 

8 D.H. Kennett, 'Recent Work on the Anglo-Saxon Cemetery found at 
Kempston', South Midlands Archaeology, 16, 1986, 3-14, with 
literature there cited. 

R.A. Smith, 'Anglo-Saxon Remains', Victoria County History of 
Huntingdonshire, I, 1926, 272-276; also Meaney, 1964, 107 and 
194-5, but note the .finds are from the south side of the river, 
i.e. all are in the former county of Huntingdonshire. 

10 D.H. Kennett, "The Shouldern Burials', Oxoniensia, 40, 1975, 
201-210. 

11 Sir Henry Dryden, in Archaeologia, 48, 1882, 327-339. 

12 E.T. Leeds, Northants.Nat.Hist.Soc., 15, 1909, 91-99 

13 Proc. Soc. Ant., 30, 1918, 113-120. The objects were transferred, 
before 1976, from Drayton House, Lowick, to Kettering Museum. 

14 D.H. Kennett, 
J. Northampton 
pots 4-6, and 

15 D.H. Kennett, 

Northampton', 

' 16 Since the 'Rothwell' paper. was submitted only one urther issue 
of J.Northampton Mus., 13, 1979 has appeared. 

17 J.N.L. Myres, A Corpus of Anglo-Saxon Pottery of the Pagan Period, 
1978, does not include all the pottery from these sites. 

18 V.I. Evison, 'Preface', in V.J. Evison, (ed.), Angles, Saxons and 
Jutes: Essays presented to J.N.L. Myres, 1981, vi. 

19 These comments are based on the experience of preparing the 
figures for D.H. Kennett, Anglo-Saxon Pott-dty, 1978; the 31 figures, 
including the map, were done in thirteen weeks between August and 
November 1977, at a time when the author did not have employment 
commitments. 

20 Paper written 26 August 1986. 

'Anglo-Saxon Northamptonshire: some minor sites', 
Mus., 6, Dec.1969, 42-49, esp. 47-48 with fig.1, 
fig.3.b-e. 

'Anglo-Saxon Finds from St. Andrews Hospital, 
J.Northampton Mus., 10, June 1974, 13-17. 
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OXFORDSHIRE 
Oxfordshire Archaeological Unit 

Excavations in Oxfordshire 1987 

R. A. Chambers and J. Moore 

'Abingdon: Nineyard RedevelopMent, Archaeological Assessment 

(Site centred SU 4985 9730) 

A programme of trial excavations, consisting of both machine and hand- 

dug trenches, have been completed in the Vineyard, Abingdon. The results 
will be used to formulate a future excavation policy to record the 
complex archaeology of this part of the town in advance of redevelopment. 

Trial trenches were excavated in five principle areas. A single trench 
within the Vineyard car park revealed a series of medieval rubbish- 
filled pits at the rear of properties fronting onto Stert Street. This 
area should be subject to more extensive excavation to examine the 
buildings that line this street, to date the expansion of-the town in 
this direction and to understand something.of the occupations of these 
former residents. As the buildings fronted on to the main road to Oxford, 
it is possible that the later medieval buildings lie above earlier urban 
development. Another trench was excavated on the site of the former GWR 

rmilway station. Here a lack of medieval remains was consistent with 

this site lying within the medieval abbey precinct. 

That part of the town's population either employed by theabbey or 
ctherwlse within its jùrisdiction, was buried in'the lai cemetery to the - 

north-West of the abbey church. A trench in the Council nursery revealed- 

intensiveAnhumation burial interrupted by'a thick .depoSithf medie*al 
.building rubble and painted wall plaster presumably dumped.during- a phase 
of rebuildink within the abbey. The Size of the cemetery remains unknOwn 

but if propeily excavated woUld provide a wealth of information on the 
medieval population of the town. 

Extensive trefiching,on the site of the railway sidings and a further 

trench behind ihe Guide Hut confirmed the fOrmer streamrtoUrse of the 

Stert which is still reflected in the topography of the Area. Several 

sherds of 10th and llth century pottery from beneath the railway :sidings 

suggests nearby late; Anglo-Saxon demestit activ1ty. The sherds occurred 

in horizons either affected by or comprising deliberately dumped soil. 

The source of-this soil is not yet known. 

Roman pottery was recovered from every trench excavated but the,oerall 
impression was that-settlement activity was less intensive beneath and 

north of-the railwai sidings than to the south, and southeast. However 

the forthcoming redevelopment will plrovide an unparalleled opportunity to 

examine the- charahter of Settlement areundthe edge of a Minor*unwalled 
RotAn'toWn. It Will be important to establish the relationship of the 
settletént to sUrrounding land use. 8arly - mid Ikon Age pottery from- 
beheatOhe GWR-station suggests that sufficient remeins-kay survive to': 

demonstrate the development of the landscape in the centuries preceding 
the grhwth of the Roman settlement. 

The one area which was not subjected to trial trenching was the cattle 

market which remains in use. A trench immediately to the north revealed 
2m of archaeological deposits. The cattle market covers a substantial 
area of archaeological material from both the medieval abbey and the 

Roman settlement. 
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R. A. Chambers and J. Blair. 

Bampton: The Beam 

(Centred SP 3209 0345) 

Several west-east inhumation burials discovered at 'The Beam' in 1985 
have now been radio-carbon dated at Harwell to 930± 80 yrs and 1080 ± 
70 yrs. These raw, uncorrected carbon dates suggest the burial ground 
surrounding this former chapel originated in the lateAnglo-Saxon-period. 
This suggests that the present cottage may stand, in part, on the site 
of a pre-Conquest chapel or church and appears to confirm that 'The 
Beam' was in existence sufficiently early to have provided the later 
town with its distinctive name. 

Building,work on the north-west side of the cottage has revealed more 
tiuman burials and has provided further.evidence for the extent of the 
late Anglo-Saxon cemetery around the chapel. A further few fragments 
of Romano-British pottery and a polished double-ended bone pin were 
recOvered from disturbed levels. 

R. A. Chambers 

Bampton: Calais Farm Redevelopment 

(Centred SP 3192 0327) 

The demolition of the farm buildings belonging to Calais Farm situated 
on the north side of the Bampton-Aston road has provided an important 
opportunity to further examine the extensive underlying Iron Age and 
Romano-British settlements already knoWn to be present in the area. It 
is thought that Bampton marks the site of an extensive, unwalled Roman 
period settlement or small town.' Up to the present, information about the 
nature and extent of this settlement has been gathered in a piecemeal 
manner. Although much of the Calais Farm site has been lost to farm 
building and gravel quarrying, trenches along the northern and eastern 
extremities of the site revealed intensive Roman settlement activity and 
early Iron Age settlement,debris. 

More Importantly, the present excavation has recovered early Anglo-Saxon 
pottery inCluding grass-tempered.wares indiCating nearby domestic 
occupation sometime between the 5th and 8th.Centuries AD. The 
development of a MedieVal market town in the 13th century does not imply 
a continuitY of fUnction during the 800 years which intervened between 
the end of the Roman period and the growth of the medieval town. However 
the Anglo-Saxon pottery and a previously discovered.bUrial dated from a 
cloak pin to the'later 7th or early 8th Century, Indicates that 
settlement continued after the Roman period at least at a rural, self 
sUfficientlevel. 

Several sherds of later medieval pottery were also recovered from a trench 
at the northern extremity of the site beside the path leading into 
Bampton from 'The Beam'. At-present little more can be said of this. 

Martin Henig and David Miles 

Bampton: The Weald 

(Centred SP 314 026) 

During ploughing, MI% G. Read. of Knapps FarmBampton discovered a Roman 
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altar of oolithic limestone 0.96m high. 

The front. has been scored by the plough but sufficient survives to show 
a female:figure 0.45m high, seated on a bench within a round-headed 
niche. She holds a cornucopia in her-left hand: The attribute which 
probably lay in her right.hand is lost but this could have been a Patera 
or offering dish., 

The figure is probably Fortuna. A similar representation of Fortuna in 
the niche of an altar was found at the Shakenoak villa (Volume III, 
36-37, fig. 12; 48) and is now in the Ashmolean. 

Representations of deities within niches or aediculi are frequently 
encountered on Cotswold altar fronts, though no others are to Tortuna. 

The altar was found on a prominent bench of gravel 250m south of Highmoor 
Brook. An extensive scatter of Romano-British pottery and building debris 
began 40m to the south and may indicate the site of a farmstead. 

R. A. Chambers 

Banbury: Sainsbury Redevelopment, Calthorpe Street 

(Centred SP 4549 4040) 

This extensive site lies between.Marlborough Street and Calthorpe Street 
and until recently was occupied by a garage-, a derelict printing works 
and housing. The northern end of the site impinges.upon the -historic 
core of the town and the southern end lies against and poesibly inCluded 
part of the Medieval curtilage of Calthorpe House and manor, It is 

'possible that Calthorpe Stréetl(formerly Calthorpe Lane) formed part of 
an earlier.settlement prior to the laying out of the medieval town. in, the 
'12th centùry. Any Surviving. archaeology is therefore of prime importance 
to the understanding.of the historical development of the town. 

In July 1984 an evaluation of the site wae carried oùt by the Unit for 
J. Sainsbury Plc. The reeùlts of four machine and hand-dug trenches, 
revealed that previous develoPment had destroyed-Much of :the archaeology. 
However the northern-most trench lOcaied to the rear of the properties 
fronting onto the.High Street. confirmed that the town had extended along 
the southern.side-of the High Streetby the 13th century. The southern . 

end of this trench'reealed modern garden soils with residual medieval 
pottery, some of which was of a. fabric (BanbdrY Fi) manufactured-during 
llth-13th centuries. Towards the northern end oftheytrench lay. a 
medieval pit with a-filling of clay, ironstone rubble...and domestic refuse. 
The 'Pottery,comprised 'Potters Pury and Brill wares of tue 13th-14th 
century. There were:no building réalains. Thiatrench 'appears to have 
lain ai the.rear end of a medieval. burgage plot establishe0Dy the,13th 
century, and the area subsequently occupied until the later20th century 
ae would be ekpected of a prime trading position in this part of the 
twin. 

The development of this site will involve considerable earth moving and 
this will be watched for further archaeological material. 

R. A. Chambers 

Benson: Airfield 

(Centred SU 634 913) 

By arrangement with the Ministry of Defence the foundation pit for a new 
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communications building was inspected for archaeological features in 
March and again in May. Several small silt-filled irregular depressions 
may have been the product of sapping along a former spring line. One 
depression contained charcoal flecks and eroded bone fragments whilst 
another yielded a waste flint flake. Any potential prehistoric activity 
in this area is of interest because of the possible relationship with 
the prehistoric monument complex that lies beneath the aerodrome. 

R. A. Chambers 

Charney Bassett: St. Peter's Church t1 t ("Yet) 

(Centred SP 381 944) 

During the renewalcf the floor on the north side of the nave, a rapid 
excavation revealed'thai the foundation of the former*-Corth wall of the 
nave had been robbed out, probably to recove.r.building materials during 
the construction of thenorth aisle. The outline of the robbed 
foundation trench was Clearly visible cutting through the earlier 
medieval earth floor. 

R. A. Chambers and C. Parry 

Chastleton: Lower Brookend Farm fishpond 

(Centred SP 2305 3082) 

A linear fishpond terraced into the side of a shallow valley has been 
discovered during woodland clearance adjacent to the site of Lower 
Brookend Farm, Chastleton. The pond which is nearly 200m long survives 
as a prominent earthwork. 

A stream still flows through the pond in a deeply-cut channel before 
emptying into a second pond in the valley floor. Little is currently 
known about Lower Brookend Farm except that it was demolished 20 to 30 
years ago. The building plan recorded on the 1885 edition OS 25" map 
suggests a farm house haphazardly extended with outhouses and barns over 
a period of several centuries. The pond may have been associated with 
an early phase of this farm but by 1842 the pond had been drained and the 
land converted to coppice. 

The site is nOw part of Wells Folly Farm. The earthworks have been 
recorded by Mr. C. Parry. 

R. A. Chambers 

Dorchester: Martin's.Lane Archaeologidal Assessment 

(Centred SV. 5780: 9438) 

An archaeological assessment of a 0.3m ha.field east of Belcher's Court, 
on the north side of Martin's Lane has" provided more information on the 
extent and nature of the Roman.town. The assessMent was funded by the 
developers, BeechCroft Developments Ltd. 

The site is centred some 200m north of the walled area of the Roman town 
and lies within the fork between the principle Roman road leading out of 
the town to the north and the minor road leading to one of the major 
cemeteries serving the late Roman urban population. 
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A series of linked trial trenches 1.6m wide revealed a complex of 
intercutting features, chiefly boundary ditches and pits which 
represented development and redevelopment of the area from the late 
lst/early 2nd century - 4th century AD. 

At least one substantial stone7founded building stood on the site, - 

althoUgh the majoiity of the buildings Would probably *have been timber 
framed. Although heavily distUrbed by ploughing during the later 
medieval period, traces of cobbled yard surfaces, flumps of stone and 
roof tile (tegula).from a substantial building weie.revealed at trie 

bottom of the accuMulated ploughsoil 0.6m - 0.8m beneath the field 
surface. 

The presumed decline of the market and administrative functions of the 
town in the 5th century may have led tofa decline in the urban 
population and a contraction of suburban settlement. 'There was no 
evidence .from the trial trenches vi 'suggest otherwise. However such 
evidence.is generally less obvious than that left. behind by Roman 
settlements and late medieval ploughinemay have destroyedany traces' 
of early Anglo-Saxon settlement. 

The much decayed npper leg bonen from a child burial lay amongst the 
building rubble in the northern trench: Certainly pre-medieval, such _ 

burials appear characteristic of the declining years of suburban 
occupation around other late Roman towns. 

A medieval quarry with 13th - 14th century AD pottery in its backfill 
lay at the edge of the southern trial trench. 

Further visits wére made to this site'during'Anril to inspectfoundation 
trenches but little information was rnvealed except for-nn-adUlt inhumation 
discovered by workmen. This north-south-.buiial'layimmediately abOve the 
.gravel.close.to. a similarly orientatedchild buiial recorded during trial 
trenching in December last year.: :Both burials ire likely to be later 4th 
or 5th century. 

R. A. Chambers 

Faringdon: Former Garage site in Church Street I 

(Centred SU 2895 9578) 

This site bounded by Swan Lane to the south-east and Church Street to the 
north-west occupies high ground Opposite the churchyard. 

Site clearance and removal of up to 1.3m of black garden-type soil 
revealed an undated, circular drysione-lined,well and two.extensive 
limestone pavements which nlso remained undated: At the base of the deep 
post-medieval soiln some patches of undisiuibed medieval soii with pottery 
and animal bone survived. Of the medieval pottery recovered from the site,' 
most belonged to the 12th-14th centuries with wares from Brill, Minety and 
a less well defined Wiltshire based Ware(identified-by M. Mellor). Two 
sherds May be Iron Age and one grass-tempered sherd was 'probably Anglo- 
SaxOn. 

R. A. Chambers 

Fencott with Murcott: Roman Road 

(Centred SP 571 161) 

Since their 1st edition 25" map was published in the late 19th century, 
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the Ordnance Survey has shown the Dorchester-on-Thames to Alchester 
Roman road deviating to the west of Fencott from an otherwise straight 
line, to pass through a point where Roman pottery had previously been 
found. However the position of a late 1st 'cemtury timber bridge 
Oxoniensia LI (1986). pp. 31-6) recenly discovered crossing the river 
Ray suggests that the road:does not deviate to the west but continues 
in 4 straight line. During:the installation of a4ewerage scheme this 
autumn, the topsoil° was stripped in advance of pipelaying on the southern 
side of the Fencott.to Charlton-on-OtmOor road acro4s both proposed Roman 
road positions. There was no trace either of metalling or of side ditches 
in either position although the side ditches may not have'been visible in 
this particular clay subsoil. It was not possible to observe the pipe 
trench. No Roman period,pottery was found. 

Gerry Wait and David Miles 

Frilford: Noah's Ark Inn 

(Centred SU 439 973) 

The Unit conducted a small Assessment on the site of the well-known 
Romano-Celtic temple complex in.advance of a proposed extension of the 
Noah's Ark Inn. Both the square and circular temples, whose exact 
positions were-ambiguous (within.an error of 10-15m) were iocated, and a 
series of trenches assessed the area of proposed development and an 
access route. 

To the north of the temples archaeological layers have been disturbed by 
quarrying in relatively recent times, though a few features such as pits 
and ditches survive cut into the natural limestone and sand. Another 
trench failed to locate a large enclosure ditch visible on air 
photographs, indicating that the ditch must terminate before entering 
the area proposed for development. 

T. G. Allen 

Goring: Gatehampton Farm 

(Centred SU 604 796) 

In advance of pipe-laying by.the Thames Water Authority.on the north 
bank of the river ThaMes a strip 7m wide and 150m long has been cleared 
and excavated along the west side of the Goring-Reading' railway. The 
excavated strip ran north,at right-angles to the river, rising from 
the very edg4.of the-gravel terrace and floodolain onto a plateau of 
sand.. This is crossed by a wide late glacial channel and 
gives way toWards the north end'to a silty clay subsoil. 

.A Bronze Age barrow .cemetery was known from cropmark evidence in this 
field; and George Lambrick conducted an excavation in 1985.which 
demonstrated that one of the barrows had a surviving mound, and which 
recovered* Bronze Age pottery frOm beneath alluvium at the river's edge 

(South Midlands Archaeology, 16, (1986), 100). The 1987 excavation was 
'expected.to_clip the.ditch.of another of the barrows, and it was hoped 

that peripheral f4atures would be found. In the event features of 
every Period from.Neolithic to Roman were discovered, providing a 
coherent picture of the history of land use. 

On the .terrace edge was a Neolithic settlement consisting of hearths, 

pits and tree-holes filled with.pot-boilers,'struck flints, animal bone 
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and a little pottery. Part of a flint axe was found in one of the 
tree-holes pits. The flints are almost all debitage, that is cores 
and flakes, and this was clearly a flint-knapping site. The assemblage 
is dominated by long blades, suggesting an early or middle Neolithic 
date. One circular pit over 4m in diameter may have been a flint 
quarry; seams of gravel flint like that from which some of the worked 
examples were made ran round its sides. 

Some 30m further north a layer of buried topsoil 0.3m deep was found 
preserved in the top of a late-glacial Stream-channel. Flint debitage 
was abundant throughout, and towards the bottom. was an area of burning 
containing a few sherds ofpottery; probably Of Neolithic date. Lumps 
of charcoal should enable the:dePbsit.to.be'radiO-carbon dated; the 
character of the flintwork suggests that it may have been broadly 
contemporary with the settlement on the terrace edge. 

The east side of one of the barrows lay within the trench, and part of 
the ditch was excavated, recovering pottery,-bones and. flints. The 
ditch was characteristically U-profiled,' and survived nearly lm deep; 
dug into sand and loose gravel, this appears to have' filled in rapidly-. 
The mound of this barrow had beencompletely ploughed out. 

At the north end of the trench, cut into the silty clay, was a vertical- 
sided and flat-bottomed ditch 2.1m deep and 1.65m wide. This ran south- 
east, across the trench, and may have ended at an internal terminal seen 
in the east edge of the trench. Sherds of flint-tempered and shelly 
pottery came from the bottom, and the crouched burial of a juvenile 
halfway up the fill. The ditch is likely to be of late Bronze Age or 
early Iron Age date, and may,nossibly be part of a defensive enclosure 
cutting off an area at the bend in the river, in effect a valley fort. 
There is no evidence for a bank alongside it; this was probably 
completely ploughed out. There were sherds of middle-late Iron Age 
pottery in the upper fills and Roman pottery in the very top. The 
largely infilled ditch seems to have acted as the boundary to a ploughed 
field to the north in the Roman period. 

Further south a large corndrier built of tile, Chalk and flint was. 
constructed on the edge of the Neolithic mound; And Roman pits were dug 
inside the ,Bronze Age barrow. The 'cOrndrier'. consisted of Adeep 
central flue and narrow cross-channel in the usuS1 T-shape, with an 
additional shallow chamber below the cross-bar Of the T either side of 
the main flue, as at AtWorth (see-Fig..p.79 ). This structure had 
surviVed up to-the level at whiCh the tiles Of the flue'archestegan to 
step inwards. There were no surviving gaps to allow air from the main 
flue into the side chambers; if they-were heated it must have been- 
through' gaps just below the floor. Along one side of the 'corndrier' was 
a dump of charcoallyisoil bounded by a timber-slot. On the edge of the 
gravel terrace the Neolithic settlement was cut:through by the deep 
ditdieS of an early Roman enclosure. Ail of these ROman features were 
probably, associated with an.adjacent river-crossing; crOpmarks show a 
trackway coming down'to the river on the north side just opposite, and 
Roman'buildings of an associated settlement were destroyed by the 
railway in the-19th centurir. 

Most of an Anglo-Saxon grubenhaus also lay within the trench. This was 
sub-rectangular and c. 4.5m x 3m across, with a flat bottom and a large 
posthole at the west end. Pottery from it was largely residual Roman 
sherds, but there were also a few Saxon sherds. Around this was a 
scatter of possible postholes. 
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Goring : Gatehampton Farm 

Roman 'corn drier' 

Fig. 1 
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The excavation has demonstrated that the area is of great archaeological 
significance, and we are very grateful to Thames Water for funding the 
work. A further season of excavation prior to pipe-laying is currently 
in progress. 

R. A. Chambers 

Great Haseley: .RYcote Parva 

(Centred SP 6610 0410) 

Today Rycote is well known in the county for the 15th Century chapel_ 
with its exceptional 17th century interior. Little remains of the great 
house to which the chapel belonged and much of the surrounding park is 
now farm land. Few people who visit Rycote chapeli:some 10 miles east: 
of Oxford and 2.5 Miles.west-south-west of Thame.reilise that to thé 
east of the-PreSent buildings lies the deserted site of the medieval. 
village of RyCote Magna. By the 13th centurya Subsidiary settlement 
of Rycote Parva.had developed. First-mentioned in Edward Ir's tenurial 
survey of 1279-it-Was recorded with 13 tenants By the early 15th. 
century it appears to have been in decline and tax returns were 
incorporated with.Rydote Magna. 

The site of Rycote Parva remained unknown until February this year when 
:earthworks were spotted:to the north of Rycotelane Farm );-57 neighbouring 

- farmer-, Mrs. Thomas. Until two years agoi part of the village had.lain 
beneath.permanént pasture. Recent shallow ploughing has so far done 
iittle:damage to the earthworks but has brought some pottery (dating 
evidence) and building stone to the surface. Field walking has shown 
that the village stops abruptly against-the present parish boundary.. 
which is Marked by a narrow band of Woodland called Cottage Brake. 

It is hoped to undertake further recording on this site In the autumn. 
- The Unit is grateful to Mr. M. Hedges:of Rycotelane FirM-for allowing 
access to the site. 

R. A. Chambers and Michael Pinkney 

Harwell: Loctons Farm 

(Centred SU 491 890) 

The Unit has excavated the floor in the remaining bay of a cruck built 
structure incorporated into a later barn at the former Lockton's Farm, 
Harwell. Interest in this structure was heightened by a suggestion that 
it might represent the remains of a late medieval detached kitchen. 
Excavation revealed that this bay most probably belonged to a domestic 
structure with the floor level cut down into the Greensand bedrock perhaps 
some 30+cm. below the outside ground surface. This bay appears never to 
have possessed a hearth. 

R. A. Chambers 

Hook Norton: St. Peter's Church 

(Centred SP 3550 3313) 

Recently, major repair work to the north transept has revealed.that St. 
Peter's church originated in the late Anglo-Saxon period and is perhaps 
a century older than the early-mid 12th century Norman architecture 
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previously led people to believe. 

The distinctive long and short quoin work recently revealed beneath 
external Victorian rendering at the junction between the chancel and 
the north transept survives to a height of some 4m and represents the 
north-east corner of the original nave. Close examination of a narrow 
gap in the render at the junction of the chancel and south aisle shows 
corresponding long and short work standing to just over a metre. 

The need to lower the ground surface at the junction of the chancel and 
north transept, to reduce the problem of rising damp, resulted in a small 
archaeological excavation. The excavation demonstrates that the buttress 
on the east side of the north transept has reused part of the foundation 
of a small cell or annexe in the angle between the north transept and 
the north wall of the chancel. This foundation of local ironstone 
rubble was laid after the arch in the north transept east wall had been 
blocked. Presumably the door through the north wall of the chancel 
provided access. In 1982 the discovery of painted wall plaster showed 
this doorway had been blocked before the end of the medieval period and 
presumably the room beyond demolished. 

In 1180, Oseney Abbey acquired two acres of land at Hook Norton which 
'the Incluse of Hokenorton unto his death held in almys'. This suggests- 
'that at that time there was a man living in a building or cell annexed 
to the church, with a door Or opening allowing his participation in 
services and a view .of the.altar. It is just possible that the rough 
ironstone foundation represents the. remains of this cell. A grave-shaped 
west-east pit cut into the floor of the cell immediately in front (north) 
of the chancel door is revetted along one side with a rough ironstone 
rubble wall 'similar to the cell foundation,. This pit was filled with 
soil in Victorian times and may be a stone-capped grave damaged and 
infilled during Victorian renovation work. 

The unusually.high ground surface along the northern side of the chancel 
marks a dump of building refuse at least partly from a Viétorian 
refurbishment of the church. The majority of the waste. is from the 
medieval fabric of the church and includes lime mortar and plaster, inlaid 
floor tile-fragments, from the 13th or, earlier 14th century, limestone roof 
tile and decorated clay ridge tile. The latter suggests that at least 
part of the Church was formerly roofed with stone peg tiles and a tiled 
ridge. 

In c. 1128 the church was given to the newly founded Augustinian Abbey 
at Oseney (near Oxford). Many of the surviving Norman features 
discovered in the chancel in 1982 may have been inserted at this time for 
the convenience of visiting canons from the abbey. The abbey was also 
almost certainly, responsible for the floor tiles which were manufactured 
in the east of the county or in Buckinghamshire, and which contrast with 
the products of Gloucestershire Cotswolds tileries which would normally 
be expected in this area. Work continues. 

.George Lambrick 

Little Rollright: Rollright Stones, Kings Men Stone Circle 

(Centred SP 295 308) 

In October the stone which had been broken in 1986, and since repaired, 
was re-erected. 
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When the siump.was excavated in-1986 it was shoWn to have been;one Of 
the stones re-erected in the restoration of 1882. Two original stone- 
holes were found beneath the 19th.century setting. The-stone was 
repositioned in one of the original holes (with a few-1987 coing to 
ensure no future confusion occurs!). The rather lower setting Of the- 
stone in the original hole actually makes it look rather More in 
keeping with the original stones of the-circle. 

R. A. Chambers 

Mixburyl Fishpond 

(Centred SP 6088 3434) 

I doubt if anyone who drives into Mixbury from the north realises that 
the road passes acrose the bed, of a massive medieVal fishpond. A 
sûbstantial bank croesing the valley floor tO the east of the road is 
the remaindei'of edam which retained a pond several 'acres-in extent. 
The pond was probably conteleporary with the castle begun by-the d'Ivry. 
family in the 12th centuiY. The dam was later breached and the pond 
drained in faVoUr of two smaller, more manageable ponds which are still 
in existence. 'The significance of the pr6minent roadside bank was only 
realiseclduring field work for the OUDES Banbury summer evening clasa 
and is noW entered on to the County Museum Sites and:Monuments-Record. 

George Lambrick 

Mongewell: Grim's Ditch 

(Centred SU 612 882) 

A single trench was dug across the line of the South Oxfordshire Grim's 
Ditch close to Carmel College in early May as an evaluation exercise 
for,Oxfordshire County Council in conjunction with the proposed 
Wallingford by-pass. _ 

A very substantial ditch-, probably of similar dimensions to that found, 
during road widening of the CrowmarshGoring road -in 1974, was located. 
The remains of the bank are very spread and dieturbed by later ploughiiig. 
They seal a prehistoric or Roman field boundary with aesoçieted 
ploughsoils. The remains of the, bank-seems to have beenAUg into on the 
south.side, possibly 

to. 

fill in ditch,-in the late 12th or .early 
lpth century A pitwas ilso dim, and these deposite may:rePresent the 
extension of-a medieval backyard-associated With Mongewell'deSerted 
medieval village .Theee dePositswere:later taken into .cultivation again, 
and.probably remained souhtil the isth century when a belt of,trees 
incorporating a shady path:was created as part-ofthe pleasure:grounds 
faf MOngeWeil House. 

The excavation did not produce definitive evidence for the dating of 
Grim's Ditch, but demonstrated that probably enough dating evidence could 
be recovered to date the monument and these other phases of activity if 
a more extensive excavation was required by the building of the by-pass. 
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R. A. Chambers 

Nettlebed: The Case of the Carved Skull 

A human skull has been found in the grounds of the H.M. borstal at 

Huntercombe. The skull bore a carving of a lizardlike animal 

portrayed across the skull cap from the forehead to the back of the 

neck. The carved skull almost certainly belonged to a primitive tribal 

cult and was brought back to this country as a collector's item before 
being discarded and buried at Huntercombe. It is hoped that the skull 

will be given to the ethnographic collections at the University Museum. 

Fig. 2 
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Brian Durham 

Oxford: Broad Street 

(Centred SP 514 064) 

At Heritage Project's new gallery at Broad Street/Ship Street, more of 

the City Wall has been exposed in the service basement. We have now 

seen part of the inside elevation of the postern which we described in 

our Decembér 1986 Newsletter. It is 4' wide on this side, suggesting 

that within the thickness of the wall there must be a substantial rebate. 

The postern must have provided a way out of the St. Michaels church 

enclosure into the town ditch. No burials were found at this end of the 

enclosure, and the Unit is proposingl a survey of the standing buildings 

here to see whether they are perhaps built on a residential part of the 

churchyard, a rectory, vicarage or even premises for a small community 

of priests as suggested by the Domesday entry. 

B. G. Durham 

Oxford: Magdalen College 

(Centred SP 522 061) 

Excavation and salvage recording by B. G. Durham, G. H. Lambrick and 

M. Roberts of the Oxford Archaeological Unit have added significantly 

to the interpretation of the infirmary reported last year. The narrow 

arcaded building with a culvert proved to be only the east end of a 

much larger structure with three (or four) separate arcades. This 

complex building was all of one phase, its foundations having been built 

on the bed of the medieval River Cherwell, before the inside of the 

building was reinstated with gravel. 

The new footings make most sense as the east end of an 18m wide infirmary 

of the twin-halled type recently excavated at Ospringe, Kent (G. Smith, 

Arch. Cantiana KCV (1979), 85). At Oxford however the east gable end of 

the twin halls was supported on three piers, and beyond it was an eastern 

annexe, i.e. the building previously described as a narrow north-south 

infirmary. 

This eastern annexe was shown to have two pier bases, which presumably 

supported its roof structure. It is howeier not clear whether this 

represents the two easternmost bays of the main infirmary building which 

had reverted from a twin-halled to an aisled construction, or whether 

it was a three bay north-south arcade of an annexe whose specialised 

function.justified roofing in-an innovative way. Both options are 

illustrated in Figure 3. 

Both would have been effective ways of stopping short the main central 

arcade of the twin halls, which would allow a central east window to be 

fitted. 

The annexe is provisionally interpreted as an infirmary chapel in the 

typical 13th century position, with the north door leading to a vestry. 

The water supply is incongruous however, unless it is seen as an:integral 

part of the healing process in this hospital dedicated to St. John the 

Baptist. 
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Fig. 3 Oxford, Magdalen College St. John's Hospital. Two alternative 

reconstructions of the east end of infirmary 

Fig. 4 Shipton-under-Wychwood: Prebendal House. The 'Romanesque' 
building; left, internal elevation of north wall; right 
external elevation of north wall; above, a reconstruction 
of the early 13th century granary 



Brian Durham 

Oxford: St. Aldates Police Station and land adjoining 

(Centred SP 515 057) 

The Unit excavated these sites for English Heritage as part of its 

continuing study of the Thames Crossing. The Oxen Ford lies underneath 
the front of the Crown Courts opposite, but when the ford was replaced 

by a Norman stone bridge (Grandpoint), this arm of the river began to 

choke up:and it is the silting of this Saxon channel which was being 
studied. 

There were signs that parts of the old channel had been split into 

separate plots, perhaps the backyards of houses on the bridge. The new 

tenants drove great stakes into the river bed, and dug pits which were 
ultimately infilled with rubbish, leather shoes, lots of plum stones 

and pottery of the 12th and 13th centuries. 

In the Police Station yard two trial trenches and an area excavation 

exposed the 12th century north edge of the channel. The alignment had 

been predicted as approximately east-west, but at this point it was 

curving back to the north-east. 

The cut had been revetted with stakes with about 20 years growth, and 

other plank7shaped timbers. First impressions suggest that there was 
- originally a single line, with a break at the ouifall of a minor ditch. 

The planks seemed to be forming a sluice across,this outfall. Elsewhere 
the main revetment had been reinforced by drivingextra timbers. 

The curving shape of the revetment mirrors something seen to the west of 

the bridgehead in 1982(?), and it is suggested that the bridgehead had 

been isolated by cutting back the bank both upstream and downstream, to 

help in defending it. 

B. G. Durham 

Shipton-under-Wychwood: Prebendal House 

(Centred SP 2795 1805) 

The complex of17th century house and 14th century barn form the medieval 
centre of a prebend of Salisbury cathedral. AnarcilaeolOgical survey was 
Mide.byA3rian Durham of the Oxford Archaeoiogical Unit,. with the 

-Wychwoods Local History Society, on behalf of Messrs. Mitrecroft Ltd., 
during redevelopment of the buildings as a retirement complex (IL Durham 

Wychwoods History 4, (1988) 50760 forthcoming). . 

Graves:have been *recerded previously Over much of the south lawn, and - 

their distribution now suggests.that half the present cUrtilege was .taken 
out of the churchyard when'the house Was established. The date may 

coincide with the erection'of the prebend in o. 1100-1116. The lack of 

earthworks on this.valuable manor suggests a post7Anarchy date however, 

and the obvious historical alternative'is 1227'when-the presentation of 

the first vicar may have coincided with the building of a new house for 

the prebendaryr-leaving the previous defended house. 150m to the seuth 
for the vicarage. 

Excavation showed that the present 'hall' range is an extension Of a 
hall or chamber block 10.6m x 7.9m, including the known window in the 
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west gable overlooking the church. 

A small building in the present north range embodied two originally 
freestanding piers in its barnyard elevation (Fig.. 4 ). The piers 
have timber elements at two levels and in two axes, which are 
suggested as the floor timbers of a first floor granary raised to a 
height of 2.1m. The only datable features are the shallow pilasters 
on the outer face of each pier, which are assumed to be Romanesque 
rather than Gothic in inspiration, and are therefore unlikely to be 
much later than the putative establishment of the house on this site 
by 1227. 

R. A. Chambers 

Stanford-in-the-Vale: Bowling Green Farm 

(Centred.SU 312 952) 

Field survey on the Corallian limestone along thesouthern edge of the 
Upper Thames valley has located.some 12 ha of an extensive Romano- 
British settlement. The bulk of the remains lie on an east-west ridge 
of.sand and limestone between two streams which merge :close to an 
extensive surface.spread.of building debris marking a,villa or 
_bathhouse. Miniature bronzes'suggest a shrine'or temple whilst 
millstones indicate a watermill along the southern edge of the 
settlement. Excavation, funded by Hills Aggregates Ltd., of 1.25 ha 

- of the western edge of the settlement in advance of quarrying has 
revealed well preserved laie 3rd and 4th century settlement remains over 
late Iron Age 7 early Romano-British farm steadings. About 1500 low 
denomination_coins.recovered as a surface scatter over the western part 
of this settlement belonged to the.3rd and 4th.century. 

Excavation reVealed that part of the settlement Within the Perimeter of 
the quarry area had been subjected to little if any cultivation over the 
last 1600 years,"and the area was never included in the medieval open 
field system. Immediately beneath the.topsoil spreads of dark soil 
conCealed undisturbed cobbled surfaces, paths, ovens, kilns and building 
foundations. Much of the settlement patter/1.1.s redoverable in 1988 
given further resources. Building evidence ranges from 'shadows' where 
buildings protected the.ground from the effects of weather and rubbish 
deposition, to rectangular stone founded structures. All of the buildings 
must have been built chiefly of timber and only occasiOnally were the 
timber frames erected on stone sills. Some 'structures. are detectable 
only from:stone-packed postholeswhilst other buildings were sufficiently 
large for their roofs,to need additional support from aisle posts and 
several lines of possible post-pads'have been recorded. 

The internal settlement pattern had altered by the. later 4th century. 
TO the north and west 4th century roadways through the settlement are 
marked by substantial accumulations of dark soil rich in discarded 
domestic rubbish and which overlie'previous building remains and 
associated fragmentary cobbled surfaces. 

The extensive nature, internal structure, unusually large number of kilns 
and hearths of all sizes and descriptions and buildings of varied 
construction, function and status, and a substantial coin loss over a 
wide area suggests the presence of craftsmen and general trades people 
normally associated with the functions of a small market town serving the 
surrounding countryside. 
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R. A. Chambers 

Steeple Barton: 

(Centred SP 4492 2492) 

A complex of stone. foundations centred some.100m. south of the parish 
churCh was revealed:during the recent reinZtatement of A fielcUbriefly 
usedan a temporary pond. The foundations were cleared and Planned 
by members of the Bartoni; history grOUp:: A series of buildings were:. 
repreisented with the sUrrounding soil yielding both medieval and post- 
medievalI)ottery. A*ithe barn is thought to have oCcupied part of 
the site. Other remains may iepresent part of the deserted medieval 
settlement. 

R. A. Chambers 

Thomley: Deserted Medieval Village 

(Centred SP 632 088) 

At the réqUest of the farmer, Mk. Peter'RouSell, a further visit was 
Made to this deSerted medieval:Settlement site. In a 6 ha. field Under 
Cultivation since the late 1960'0 and'thought to contain the core- of 
the medieval settlement, fresh ploughing has revealed stone and cob 
spreads. In 'places theSe spreads mark the Outlines of bUildings'ind 
intervening roads exceptionally clearly. On,a subseinent visit, Dr. 

John Blair recognised an area in the centrer of the settlement 'which 
appeired'to be clear of buildings and sUggest a village green.: A - 

bronze strip from a 16th'century purse bearing the inscription' 
LANS TIBI SOLI was foUnd in an adjacent field. 

R. A. Chambers 

Wytham: Seacourt Deserted Village 

(Centred SP 483 075) 

A land drainage scheme has been completed on that part of the site Which 
lies to the west Of the dual Carriageway. The work consisted,of mole 
drains at 3m intervals leading into plastic land drains backfilled with 
gravel. -The wOrk revealed that the par* of the scheduled area tO the 
west of the dual carriageway contained substantial remains of the medieval, 
settlement, inc/uding,spreads of dark soil and building rubble. 
associatectwith medieval potteryin the vicinity of two hollow ways. 
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John Blair 

The Bampton Research Project: Second Report, 1986-8 

The Aim of the Bampton Project is to investigate the local cOntext of 
an important early medieval minster church, and to define its role in 
the formation of a small market town and in the development of 
landscape,- socieiy and parochial organisation within its territory. 
The first report (South Midlands-Archaeology 16 (1986), 87-92) described 
(i) an earlier religious focus at 'the Beam'; (ii) the Anglo-Saxon and 
Romanesque phases of the parish church; and (iii) the first 
investigations of a large ditched enclosure which"forms the nucleus of 
the town,.surrounding the church and its tenements. During 1986-8 this 
enclosure was further defined by excavation, and full surveys were made 
of two important buildings: the reCtory house'or 'Deanery', which lies 
immediately outside this enclosure, and the huge 14th-century castle on 
the W. side of the town. 

The church enclosure (Figs. 1-2) 

The earliest phase.was evidently the large, sub-oval'enclosure indicated 
by the stippled line on Fig. 1. Where sectioned on its W. side 
(section A) it proved to bé 4m. wide and c. 1.5m deep; there was at 
least one re-cut. The pottery in the fill layers indicates a terminus 
post quem of:between c. 1070 and c. 1140 for the back-filling of this 
'section of the ditch but includes some residual earlier sherds 
(infOrmation from Maureen Mellor). It is assumed that'the ditch ran 
northwards, directly under the present road and determining its course 
around the NW. and N. sides of the enclosure. On the SW. side, the ditch 
probably ran across the corner of the present churchyard, its line being 
perhaps'indicated by.a cUrved section in the S. churchyard wall. The 
rest of the line remains to be established, probably by resistivity 
survey. 

The section excavated through the boundary on its N. side (section B) 
showed a very different picture: a complex series of linear features 
inCluding a massive 13th-century timber palisade (described South Midlands 
Archaeology 16 (1986), 89). The best explanation for the discrepancy 
between sections A and B is that the enclosure was enlarged on its W. side 
when the Deanery was built c. 1100 (dotted line on Fig. 1); thus the ditch 
was back-filled at section A, but re-fortified at section B to form part 
of the new circuit. A smaller N. - S. ditch along the E. boundary of the 
Deanery garden (examined at sections C and D) may have been abandoned at 
the same time. 

A large pre,-Conquest enclosure around the minster church should be no 
surprise, but it is mysterious that the pi.ecinct remained fortified until 
such a late date. This arrangement, Which conld nothaVe been predicted 
from any documentary sourcA, eMphasises how little is still known about 
the character of minster churchéS in the llth And-12th centuries. 

The Deanery (Figs 3-4) 

The large and complex house immediately W. of the church was occupied 
during the middle ages by the prebendaries and farmers of the Dean and 

Chapter of Exeter, proprietors of the rectory manor. There is evidence 
for five medieval phases (Fig. 3), three of them before 1200: 

Phase I (late llth or early 12th cent.): A two-storey range running 
W. -E., axially aligned with the parish church. In its E. wall at 
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Section 8 
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Fig. 1: Bampton Church, Deanery and Castle, showing the inferred two 
phases of the precinct boundary. For sections A and B see 
Fig. 2. 
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Fig. 2: The boundary of the precinct enclosure at Bampton, showing 

the llth-century ditch (section A) and its re-fortification 
in the 13th century with a timber palisade (section B). 
For locations see Fig. 1. 
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basement level are the remains of three round-headed loop-lights (Fig. 4). 

This arrangement has an ecclesiastical appearance, and a reference to a 

'chapel with a lower, chamber' in a survey of 1317 strengthens the 
possibility that the range was originally a 'double chapel'. The 1086 
tenant of Bampton minster was Robert of Lorraine, bishop of Hereford, who 
built a well-known double chapel in his palace grounds; the possibility 
that he also built this one, for his priests at Bampton, deserves 
consideration. 

Phase II (mid 12th cent.): A two-storey chimber-block, aligned W. -E.= 

and tacked onto the original range in such a way.as to block one of its 
basement windows. It retains original window-splays and a small 
cupboard at basement level, and traces of two windows for the upper 
chamber. 

Phase III (late 12th cent.): The W. end wall of the Phase II chamber- 
block was rebuilt, to provide an entry at its N.W. corner and ,a 
communicating doorway between the two basements. A tall lancet window 
in this wall (Fig. 4) is probably of the same date. 

Phase IV (early 13th cent.): The outer openings of the basement windows 

in the Phase II chamber-block were renewed, and buttresses were added to 
its E. angles. 

Phase V (later medieval): The Phase I basement was remodelled to create 
two service rooms and a cross-passage. 

Bampton Castle (Figs. 5-6) 

In 1249 Henry III gave the ancient royal manor of Bampton to William de 

Valence. In 1315 William's son Aymer de Valence obtained licence to 
crenellate his house in Bampton, and this undoubtedly refers to the great 

castle of which fragments remain. It is unknown whether or not Aymer's 
castle was built on the site of the old royal manor-house. 

The standing remains (Fig. 5) consist of the W. gatehouse, a small 

attached chamber-block, and a short length of curtain wall. The gate- 

passage, which has arches at either end, is vaulted in two bays with 
foliage bosses. The chamber-block has an original window and fireplace 
on the first flbor, and the curtain wall contains two deep embrasures 
for arrow-slits. All details are consistent with an early 14th-century 
date. 

A sketch Made by Anthony Wood in 1664 (illustr. Wood'S Life and Times, 
ed. A. Clark, ii (1892), opp. p.20) shows that this gatehouse is a mere 
fragment of a palatial facade some 100 m. Ling. Wood's statement that 

the castle was 'bUilt quadrangular.' is confirmed by a nap of 1827 and 
surviving'earthwork evidence, which define a square moated area with a 
secondary ditched enclosure on its N. side (Fig. 6). The castle 
foreshadowe'symmetrically-fronted fortified'hoUses of the later 14th 
Century, but it is remarkable both for its early date and for its 
enormous size, being in area one of the biggest' of all English castles. 
Its scale suggests that Aymer may have intended it as the centre of 
his barony, an intention which became redundant- on the division of his 
lands after his death. 
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Fig. 3: Bampton Deanery: phase-plans. For section line see Fig. 4. 
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Fig. 4: Bampton Deanery: section through Phase I 'double chapel', 

looking E. towards W. end of Phase II chamber-block. 



Fig. 5: Bampton Castle: plan and W. elevation of surviving remains 
(later features omitted). 
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reconstruction of the early 
14th-century plan, based on 
surviving remains and earth- 
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and 1827 inclosure map. 
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R. Ainslie 

Oxford University Archaeological Society 

:BLADWROUND CASTLE 1987 
Grid referenceSP 45701369 

Tree felling and planting On this hill fort which 
is now largely tree-covered revealed ranch burnt 
clay in the disturbed areaS of the rampart, this 
hiving extended for at least 100m around-the south- 
east quadrant of the hillfort.. Tim Allen of the 
Oxford-Archaeological Unit then obtainedthe 
consent of the Blënhein Estateto carry out linited 
work to investigate these disturbance's'. The 011AS 
and members-Ofthe Abingdon Area Archaeologicalland 
Historical Society assisted hiM in this Work 

The fort iiOn. a hill which ii approximately 35' 
metres higher-than the surrounding area and.is of 
Oxford clay:With-a thin 'gravel capping. On the 
southern indweAtern sideithere is a double bank 
whilst:on the north eastern side only a single bank 
and ditch were located. 

A drainage ditch had been cut through the rampart on 
this north eastern side and the side of this was 
cleaned to give a section through the rampart. 

This showed that the rampart was mainly of clay with 
= dump lines of sand. This was faced by thin stone 

walls some 6 metres apart. The front revetment had 
fallen into the ditch but the rear one may still be 
some 45 cms high. burning had reddened and 
hardened the-clay at the front of the rampart. At 
the rear the rampart had collapsed, sealing some 
20cms of soil and two successive pebbled surfaces 
which abutted it. From the soil came Iron Age 

_pottery, Debbi Duncan of the Unit has had a 
preliminary, look at this pottery which with its 
inclusions of grog, flint, quartz and organic matter 
could well be Early Iron Age. The sample was however 
too small for any reliable conclusion to be reached. 

Further work will be required to ascertain whether 
the rampart was faced by stone walls or had timber 
revetment with stone infilling. The veiy extensive 
burning should also be investigated to ascertatn 
whether it was deliberate. It would also be useful 
to investigate the interior of the site despite tree 
root damage. The finds and records are with the 
Oxford Archaeological Unit. 

.EXCAVATION AT. HYTHE BRIDGE STREET, OXFORD 1987, 
Grid référence SP 50880636 

Excavation's were carried out in Worcester College 
under the direction of Andrew Millard and asaisted 
by the SOciety's president Christine Peters under 
the guidance ofBrian Durham of the Oxford 

O Archaeoiogical Unit. This was in advance of-the 
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development of new college buildings and was designed to ascertain when 
the Hythe Bridge Street route Irom Okford was first developed. 
Unfortunately the excavation was frequently flooded but the waterlogging 
was not sufficient to preserve organic material. 

It recovered a Sequence which commenced with the _dumping of refuse into 
a marshy area adjoining a channel of the Thames in the mid 12th century. 

'At the end of that century stone footings for buildings, presumably . 

timber framed anctfronting Hythe Bridge Street, were.put down.; Although 
remains of floor layers-Were.found these.were not-hard,packed-and the 
main occupation may have taken place on the floor above which would have 
had a more:convenieht access to the street. 

These footings were sealed beneath d second layer of. dumping which 
containedpottery ranging from the.mid to late 13th century. This layer 
was overlain by soil containing 17th century material and 19th century 
yard surfaces and a gully formed the final phase of occupation. 

Some 34 'sherds of pottery (7:glazed) were found beneath the footings and 
270 (96 glazed) were from the second phase of dumping which also 
produced fragments of a crucible.containing possible gold droplets. A 
jetton was found in soil- which had been.removed by machine. 

Maureen Mellor has kindly had a preliminary look at the pottery and the 
finds and records are with the Oxford Archaeological Unit as it may soon 
have an opportunity to investigate other sites in the vicinity. 
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South Oxfordshire Archaeological GrouP 

Cynthia A. Graham Kerr. 

The Forged Gates of Bozedown Estate 

Introduction 

BozedOwn House lies on.thaapur of theChilterns at the southernmost 
part of Oxfordshire, in the-Parish. of Goring.Heath, and.is.attAched 
to the village of Whitchurch Hill by its long, tree-lined drives. 
The house itself was rebuilt in 1906 by Mr, C.H. Palmer (of Huntley. 
& Palmers' biscuits fame), after a.diaastrous fire,-.And:the grounds 
are emparked up to the village with park railings and-forgedgates. 
It was in the course of fieldwalking that I noticedHthat all the gates 
were of.different designs, - and Also that several are falling to 
pieces. I thought, therefore, to record them before they disappear 
completely. 

I found each gate to be of a unique design, purpose made to suit the 
field it enclosed., The gate-adjoiniPg the House-drive, for-inatance,. 
is-much.grander than the others, w*th a most-complicated puSh-latch - 
fit' for ladies to open it without.aoiling their gloves! 

Approach & Method 

The whole perimeter was walked, and all land areas encicised by park-. 
railing'examined for gatea::-The gates were sketChed rotighly with As 
many useful measurements as possible written in, together* with any 
necessary notes. 

A fair drawing was then made for each of the gates, using a scale of 
1" to 1110". This enabled all details of latches,' hinges and ironwork 
to be shown 7 some of which-is .quite intricate (see,Fig. 6), 

There Are also four kiss-gates and tWo small gatea, but they did not 
have Any features of intereat, and Were similar, so ,I kept to field- 
gates only. 

The material used was that usually found in a forge: strap-iron, angle- 
iron; and solid rods, square and round, in a variety of, sizes. All the 

curlicues and parts of latches, bolts, etc., had been hand-forged, so 

each gate is quite a work of art, although for the purely functional 
job of closing a field-entrance. 

The titeposts, tOo, varied; (Simile are illustrate** - being 
several-Sided, with knobs or shaped tops. Many of' the-gates. 
overgrown, hidden in hedges, held up with string,.or.falling 
that photographs would have been inadequate. All showed the 
the_master blacksmith'. I 'have named them.after the field or 
Which they give access, or their geheral,location. 

Historical Background 

The:locAl Blacksmith remembered they came from a' firM in .the. midlands, 

costing a:few pounds per gate, and the typical park-railing that-Went 
with.thei, enclosing the estate, cost 5/= per.yard.--.This uaed to be 

by.a local min from Cherry Common for id peryard (1930's) 
he.boiled up the.tar on the 'spot. I wondered hoW many'yarda he did 
per day? 

Although the bars of the railings are badly broken in places, such 'as 
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by falling trees, most of it survives, but could well do with its 

pennyworth of tar. 

It was erected at the turn of the century, similar to that of its 

neighbour Coombe Park; as from the 1880's it became the fashion to 

empark gentlemen's--estates thus. 

Few pause to notice these elegant gates, so much more interesting than 

the plain and noisy tubular ones enclosing many fields today. 

Notes on the Figures 

Figure 1 

The gate into the Thatched Cottage has a unique raised back stile, 

supporting the curlicued end of the extended diagonal brace. The base 

of the back stile has a heel pivot in a turning cup. The oak gateposts 

(not shown) are 9" square with a pyramid top. There is a dog-bar, and 

the gate has a hook-on latch, which is mounted on the post. . 

Figure 2 

North Bozedown Paddock is smaller and lighter, with a large curlicue at 

each end of the top bar. The braces meet at a single upright in the 

centre. The journals are alike, and the pillars round. The latch has 

two bolts, and there is no dog-bar. 

Figure 3 

The Skippetts is a tangly wood, so its gate was drawn from outside - It 

is one of the longest of the gates, being 10' 0" long (to allow for tree- 

carting?). It has a cross-brace and three uprights and sexagonal pillars: 

the hinges are outside the wood, to allow the gate to swing right back. 

Figure 4 

In contrast to Fig. 3 the little gate into Home Ground is only 6' 7" long 

and opens into the North drive, near Bozedown house itself. This gate 

has quarter circular plates reinforcing the top and heel bars. The tails 

of the journals axe bolted through the round pillar. 

Figure 5 ------- 

The gate adjoining Bozedown Camp has round pillars with welded journals. 

The back stile Iinishes in a curve onto the top bar, where the brace, 

which is double, is held together by a piece of round rod, and cleverly 

hooked over the curlicue of the curve. It is riveted to the two central 

bars, as is the single brace .f rom the top of the toe bar or front stile, 

down to the base of the back stile. 

Figure 6 

The splendid gate in the West Drive is near the main entrance to Bozedown 

House, so its braces are elegantly curved, with a fancy plate requesting 

SHUT THIS GATE cast on it. The pillars are slimly octagonal, with matching 

tops, the latch a most complicated push-down affair, nicely balanced, with 

an additional bar-push bolt below, with a flanged central finger-piece. 
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Figure 7 

Lower Hitch gate has been adapted to the original round pillars, and it 
appears, on inspection, not to be as old as the others. It has no 

curlicues, all joints are waMded, not rivetéd, and is altogether plainer 
and simpler in design. The braces are quitedifferent, being a double X, 
meeting at the centre of the bars. It is the next field,to, No. 6 and- 

contrasted strongly with the elaborate furnishingS of that gate. 
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New flint working sites in South Oxfordshire. 

Interim Report 

Beginning with the Acheulian handaxes found at Whitchurch (S.M.A. CBA 9, 
1987 pp. 78 ) several different flint-working sites have now been found 
near Whitchurch and Goring. These sites have been prolific in flakes, 
but not many tools were found, until our latest ones (Sites 9 & 13). A 
preliminary examination of the Hardwick flints by Dr. Derek Roe (Donald 
Baden-Powell Quarternary Research Centre, Pitt-Rivers Museum, Oxford) 
suggests that these represent late Neolithic/Bronze Age working areas. 
This is particularly interesting as few sites of these periods were 
known until now in the South Oxon area. 

WHITCHURCH 

Site 1. Hardwick 

The field at the corner of Hardwick Road and the road to Path Hill, 
formerly pasture, was ploughed and sown for cereal in the autumn of 1986. 
Only the perimeter of this field, to about 3m from the hedges, was walked 
to avoid trampling the crop. There was a thick scatter of flakes, some 
blades, a possible hammer-stone and one or two cores. Large waste flakes 
showed that suitable flint was abundant and had been used unsparingly. 
The paucity of tools and the numerous flakes suggested this Was a working 
area only; but the presence of some potboilers indicated that there may 
have been a short-term encampment. The north edge of the field 
immediately to the south, (across the road) yielded a similar assemblage. 
There was very little pottery, none of it obviously contemporary with the 
flints. 

WHITCHURCH HILL 

Site 2. Late Mary Winfield 

The field of this name lies north of the fields at Hardwick', near the Iron 
Age camp at Bozedown. The'Perimeter of this field was also walked; and 
again, showed a thick scatter Of flakes. 

Site 3. Lower Hitch 

This pasture, which showed ridge and furrow, was ploughed for resowing, 
and the central furrow was still visible, with darker soil, so, assuming 
that things would tend to wash down into this, it was walked first. About 
halfway along a tanged Late Neolithic/Beaker arrowhead was found with 
several other flints, including two possible blades and a core. It was 
noted that this furrow lay on a terrace, and more flints were found 
downhill. The field was then systematically fieldwalked in 20m transects, 
running north to south along the line of the ridge and furrow. Few flints 
were found at the top of the field but there was a fairly dense scatter on 
the terrace, and soil creep had provided a thinner scatter towards the 
bottom of the field to the south. A dark roundish patch of soil just 
north of a stand of trees seemed to have a slightly heavier scatter. 

Site 4. . 'Oakdene' 

Two struck flakes had been found in a small area (about lm square) whilst 
preparing the ground for a rockery. This area was then sieved and some 
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160 flints were recovered. It is worth noting that in 1943 a cremation 
pit and a piece of pottery dated c. 1500 BC by the Reading Museum, were 
found close by, and may be associated with this site. 
Site 5. Bozedown Camp 

Struck flints were noticed in the lower field, known as the Basin or 
Hammersleys', so permission was obtained to walk it. 
The field was laid out in 20m transects. Flints and potboilers were 
more numerous towards the eastarn end of the field and a number of tools, 
and some early gritted pottery were found. Most finds lay consistently 
along the plateau gravel ridge towards the south, in heavy scatters. 

We also noticed heavy scatters in the other two fields (Great & Little 
Binditch), in the interior of the camp, and will be walking these in 
the future. It is interesting to note that the NE perimeter field abuts 
Late Mary Winfield field (Site 2),although Peter Wood dug in Bozedown 
Camp in 1953 this appears to be the first record of worked flints in this 
area. We are now processing the finds. 

It may be noted here that the flints of this area (including Hardwick) 
were mainly black and clear colours, whereas many of those down at 
Gatehampton Farm (Site 7) had a white patina, which suggests that they 
had been exposed, but the ITardwick ones had stayed underground, having 
remained under pasture. 

MOULESFORD 

Site 6. MPulesford Down 

Some earthworks (bank and ditch) were noted in a l'asture on Moulesford 
Down, and one or two flakes were found in mole-hilla: 
GORING 

Site 7. Gatehampton Farm 

The dig at Gatehampton Farm (directed by Tim Allen, Oxford Archaeological 
Unit) yielded vast quantities of flints and a 'Neolithic Quarry'. (See 
Tim Allen, this volume). As members of SOAG were able to work 
continuously on the site, we worked several features (mainly the Roman 
grain-dryer) which contained flints, and so saw the whole range of flints 
being recovered. One member found the 'Thames axe' in a oit (See i' 1Y' 
and this compares interestingly with the similar one from Site 8 (Fig. 24.)02 

Site 8. Brunel' Bridge Meadow 

A Mesolithic 'Thames axe' was found in a drainage-ditch in:this field, 
bY Mr. Guiheridge, who brought it (and others) toshow workers at the 

. Gateliampton Farm dig,:since it came from.the adjoining field, next to the 
)-river (Fig. 2) It was not unlike the axe found bY. SOAG member_Jean Allen 

in the:dig itself (Site:7). 

The Water Board have continued their work along the river and so 
including a section of the drainage ditch. We fieldwalked this and found 
a few flints and potboilers within 2-3 metres of the ditch. 

Site 9: GatehamptOn: Water Meadow 

FolloWing on Site 8 the.Water-Board.havontinued their wide-trench 
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westwards, running parallel to the river, and round by a track to the 
end of Manor Road. We walked this and found a scrape where the 
bulldozer has exposed a broad line about 1-2 ft wide, of flints and 
chalk (at least the depth of a trowel) running diagonally across the 
trench for some 30 metres. In this, we found a large number of tiles, 
a few struck flints and a rim sherd, probably medieval. This was, 
perhaps, a patch across the alluvial floodplain. There were also 
struck flints and potboilers in the sPoil-heap where the trench turns, 
by the track. We are keeping a watching brief. 

Site 10. Gatehampton Farm area 

In addition to the finds at Gatehampton Farm dig, a member informed us 
that his son had found many flints here some years previously; and he 
kindly allowed us to record and photograph them. They included 3i 
Thames axes around 12-14 cm long and an enormous one 25 cm x 7 cm; also 
an interesting collection of cores, blades and various tools. The 
Oxford Unit has been offered access to these, and we may possibly 
resume work at the site in the future. 

NOTE 

The whole area covered by Sites 7-10 is within a huge curve of the river, 
so, although found separately, the sites are related, and show 
continuous settlement along the alluvial plain of the river. 

All material recovered by SOAG at Goring has been deposited with Tim 
Allen, of the 0.A.U. for analysis, along with the finds from the 
excavation (Site 8). 

IPSDEN 

Site 11. Wick's Wood 

An earthwork discovered by S.O.A.G. some 15 years ago has just been re- 
-examined; and a rough sketch made of as much as we could (a length of 
about 332m.) before dark. Along this stretch we noticed a number of 
potboilers, and found about 8 struck flakes in the upper bank, which 
was about *ni. high. The outer-bank sloped more and dropped another 
im. to a downhill slope. The soil was chalk with sandy gravel and flints. 

MAPLEDURHAM 

Site 12. North of Sandhill Plantation 

Walking along the path in this field west to east, 3 potboilers and 6 
flakes were found, mainly to the east. Four of the flakes looked 
retouched and there was also a possible core. 

Site 13. North of Park Wood 

Starting from the lane to the north of the field, a line north-south was 
'taken down to Park Wood itself. Along this line 5 flakes, a potboiler 
and 2 probable post-medieval sherds were found. Three of the flakes 
looked rather fresh, but the other flake and a small blade were less 
black and more patinated 
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OXFORDSDHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL DEPARTMENT -MUSEUM SERVICES 

Environmental Records Section - John M.. Steane and.Mark K. Taylor, 

John M. Campbell, Ival Hornbrook-- 

and 'Julia Green. 

Sites and Monuments Record. , The last year has seen a 

substantial start made to the computerisation of the Sites 

and Monuments Record. In this we have been aided by the 

hard work and efficiency of Julia Green who spent ten months 

from April 1987 to February 1988 with us. Julia has now 

gone on to the Hertfordshire-Archaeological Trust and we 

hope to appoint in April two Records Assistants both funded 

by H.B.M.C. to take her place. In the meantime we have agreed 

to take part in a survey of crop-marked sites in the Thames 

valley organised by R.C.H.M. and we are also actively involved 

in preparing for the Monument Protection Programme. Since 

it is anticipated that H.B.M.C.'s funding programme will 

terminate in 1990 it has been decided to establish priorities 

in the recasting of the SMR records to achieve a fully 

retrievable database of sites suitable for inclusion in the 

Monument Protection Programme by the end of the decade. 

Efforts will mainly be concentrated on "below ground 

archaeology", earthwork sites and finds,relegating the recasting 

of most buildings, post-medieval linear sites such as turnpike 

roads, canals,and railways to the lower end of the scale of 

priorities. Major excavation sites will continue to be recast 

using the format encouraged by the N. Yorkshire system. Although 

time consuming, the result should be an archaeological database 

which can cope with retrieving artefact evidence from isolated 

casual finds or from an excavation context with equal conviction. 

Planning. Normal fortnightly meeting for monitoring all 

planning applications have continued between the Director 

of the Oxford Archaeological Unit, Dr l'an Burrow and the Keeper. 

The Keeper has continued to attend meetings of the County 

Minerals Working Party which considers all applications for 

minerals extraction. It is 'pleasing to note that considerably 

stronger archaeological constraints have been built into the 

draft proposals of alterations to the minerals policies in 

the structure plan. In particular Policy M/5 "where 

archaeological and historical remains do not need to be 

preserved, adequate provision must be made for the recovery 

and recording of the remains before extraction takes place". 

The County. Council will continue to resist mineral working 

on sites which would damage monuments or, buildings of such 

archaeological or historical merit that they should be 

permanently preserved. Also the County Council considers that 

there are sites of local and regional importance (in addition 

to Scheduled Ancient Monuments) which are worthy of preservation. 
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There.have been a number of planning enquiries in which 
the section has been irivolved. The appeal by the developer 

-against the decision'of the,Vale of the White Horse District 

Council's refusal to grant planning Permission at the site 

of theMulberrIes, East Manney was uPheld. The museum was 
involved because there..was a medieval fishpond site in the 

area near the 'proposed building. This is to be fenced off 

and will not'be built on but unfortunately the Inspector 

did not consider'that a legal agreement to safegUard this 

was necessary. In the week preceding the High Court Action, 

-BackhOuse y OXfordShire County Council, a most satisfactory 

solution was workéd out. The former undertook to reinstate 
-the Fairmile in Aston Ti.rold Parish (he had been cultivating 

about three quartes Of its width since 1979) and to re-seed 

afterHthe- crop had been taken.off in Autumn 1988. The 

museum and the Oxford Archaeological Unit were involved in 

preparing the County Council's case and used historical 
dOcuments, méps, air' photos, and excavations to demonstrate 
the ancient .and extensive hIghway use of the Fairmile. 

The museum has recently been involved in resisting housing 

development in a field to the north of shrunken village 
earthworks and moated site at Ardley and attended a 

public enquiry in February, the outcome of which is yet 

to be decided. 

The setting of the Great Coxwell Barn was successfully defended 
early in 1987 and the Inspector dismissed the appeal of the 

developer because he considered that the houses proposed 
"would serious detract from the present detached setting and 

general surroundings of the historic barn" and mentioned the 

"long standing commitment to the protection of our heritage 

of historic buildings and rural landscape". 

Cogges. The section completed drafting a series of 20 

interpretative panels for the Historical trail which were in 

place for the opening of the museum on 14 April 1987. An 

excavation by the Oxford Archaeological Unit took place in 

July 1987 and two areas, one to the west of the house and one 

to the west of the churchyard were opened up and medieval 

structures located. In February the section has dug 15 

apple tree holes in the orchard. Flint implements, medieval 

and post medieval pottery have been recovered. The Research 

Committee ccimmissioned the University of Bradford to continue 
resistivity, surveys of the irea around and ta the south of the 

house and a report has been received. Dr W.J. Blair, Secretary 
of the Research Committee has written a draft of the Cogges 

section for the Victoria County History of Oxfordshire. 

Council for British Archaeology. The Keeper resigned the 

Chairmanship of the Schools Committee at the end of his three 

years in office but has continued to edit Education Bulletin. 
He has also attended meetings of the CBA National Committee 
for interpreting the Monuments. 
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(5) Publications. 

J.M. Steane 1. "Where Four Shires Meet" Country Life 
January 15, 1988. 

Article on Fotheringhay in Landscape, 
March 1988. 

"The Royal Fishponds of Medieval England", 
Aston M. (Ed) Medieval Fish, Fisheries and 
Fishponds in England, BAR, British Series 182, 
1988, 39-68. 

Z. With M. Foreman "Medieval Fishing Tackle" 
Aston M. (Ed) !bid 137-186. 

Review on 'Archaeology in Britain since 1945' 
Medieval Archaeology XXXI, 1987, 222. 

Articles on "Archaeology and Education - a 

unit view" (CBA Education Bulletin No 3 June 1987) 
and Jorvik (CBA Education Bulletin No 4 Jan 1988) 

21 & 20 THE MARKET PLACE 
ABINGDON : PAN 13,933 
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ABINGDON - 20 and 21 THE MARKET PLACE - (?RN 13,933 SU49819708) - M. K. 

Taylor --- 

Location 
Nos 20 and 21 are situated on the east side of the Market Place, 

Abingdon. Almoat square in plan, and traditionally known as The 
Bury,the Market Place appears to have-been in existence at_least from 
the 11th. century. Close by, on the south side and Overlooking Nos 20 
and 21 stands the magnificent 17th. century Shire Hall. In February - 

1987, a Programme Of Work invol'ving extensive refurbishment of the 
building prior to reinstatement as shop/office units permitted 
inspectiOn of details of the timber framed structure. In February,this 
involved stripping portions of the rough cast rendering covering the 
timber framing externally, and internally pine board or panelling, 
probably of 19th:". century date was also removed. Sufficient evidence 
was available at this early stage to establish phases of construction, 
but further detaila of 'the building did not appear until more work was 
carried out in June of the sane year. 

(1) PHASE 1 LATE 15TH. - EARLY 16TH. CENTURY. 

It is likely that the east side of the Bury and the southern portion 
of Stert St. began as a series of mediaeval shops replacing less durable 
stalls and booths. (The history and development of the town is best 
summarised in K. Rodwell ed. 'Historic Towns in Oxfordshire' 1975.) 
The property boundary of the present building may in effect conform to 
those of earlier mediaeval shops and merchants' houses - the existing 
cellars perhaps a survival from a yet earlier phase (but impossible to 
date with precision). 

The present timber framed structure suggests a construction date 
sometime in the late 15th. century or early lbth. century consisting 
from the first of a two bay range (probably two separate premises). 
Until 1888 a further single bay timber framed building existed to the 
south of Nos. 20 and 21,1ast known as the Star Inn, but was demolished 
at that time to improve traffic flow at the constricted southern end of 
Stert St. 

Early investigations suggested, at first sight, that the building 
may have been , three bays in length. Firstly, the limestone plinth or 
stub wall upon which the timber framing of the Phase 1 building rests 
appeared to be truncated; the end of the stub wall covered in rough cast 
rendering seemingly hacied through with no suggestion of deliberate 
finisting. The capping stone of the plinth is dressed limestone with a 
chamfer at 45 degrees which surmounts coursed limestone rubble. Where 
the stub wall survives on the Stert St. elevation, there is no sign of a 
capping stone with chamfered right angle return which might be expected 
if a two bay building had an exposed gable wall here. It is possible, 
of course that the capping stone here was cut through vertically to 
accommodate the timber framing of the 'Star Inn' when butted up against 
the south gable end of the building, and there are slots in the upright 
at the south east corner Of No. 21 which may support this theory. 

X.J. Thomas - 'Abingdon in Camera' 1979, (published by Abingdon area 

Archaeological and Historical Society) contains three plates which show 
the former Star Tavern, nos. 11, 28, and 84. The photographs show a 
Jettied two storeyed building with first floor level at the same height 
as 20 and 21 adJoining. Also visible, was a two storied timber framed 
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extension eastwards into Stert St. reflecting the later three storey 

extension added to 20 and 21 (See below), but with the floor level at 

the sane height as the firSt phase Of building in the 'Star Tavern' 

indicating that the 'Star Inn'. was in fact-a separate property not 

coaeval with Nos. 20 and 21. 
20 and 21 were Jettied on both Market Place and Stert*. elevations 

at first floor level- during phase 1, but in terme of attention to detail 

and decoration in the timbering, the Market Place elevation exhibits 

nuch more fine moulding and carPentry as befits the elevation facing 

the prestigious commercial focus of the town. For eXample, the remAins 

of the braCkets supporting.the first floorlettYing havercavettà moulded 

charniers; there is a brestuner or Jetty fascia, itself richly moulded, 

to Conceal the ends of the substantial Joists of the iloor,. and.the.wall 

plate sitting inmediately above the bressuner is also well toulded, (see 

drawing.of west alevation.detail F).. 

In addition; the timber frùnework above first floor level on the 

market Irontage has elaborate S - Shaped and. curved bracei_to the 

uprights, the infilling between being brick 'nagging, patterned sometimes 

with herringbone; tonstines into diagonals and elsewhere laid in regUlar 

courses, The brick nagging poses a question. IS it an original featUre 

or a seCondarTinfiliing replacing wattle and daub as ite:uteaf brick 

beCane fashionable? J, McCann!s article On the use of brick nogging.in 

the 15th.- and 16th centuries, :(Transactions of'tlie Ancient 

Monumentsgociety,1.1o1,. 31.,1987, pp.106 - 133).suggests that it is perhaps lees' 

uncommon than first thought to find it as a filling material between 

timberfrating,thisearly, but unfortunately the timber uprights in the 
areas where'brick. nagging was missing did not indicate recessesin the 

stUds to key .in the mortar and soHreduces the likelihbod of'it being A 

primary featurein this,example. . _ 

. Further evidence alyelaboration.on the features of the building 

visible from the Market: Place is provided by.the bridging beat in the 

ground.floor roomof No 20. The beam is not Central but set back from 

the W. elevation, perhaps to create a large roam with passage behind 

partitioned off (but there iSno evidence visible for partition as the 

underside of the beam has been covered with boxing for pipes and any 
sockets to locate,studs'could not be seen.) The decoration on the beam 

-consisted of roll maulding and a chanierWithstoppediends, but on one 

side only, prObably to save uneccessary expense on the face of the 

::...timber which wduld have been hidden from view (see illustration A an the 
:ydrawing'showiùg:the,three dinensional view. fram the south eaSt)... The 

combination of setting the beam off centre, the Weakness inherent in the 

tenon Joint-in.COnparison with the massive size and weight of the 

Joists,and the modest proportions of the carVed bridging beim itself-. 

haS:resulted,in the carved beam splitting and sagging at its north end: 

:and the Joists:located in the east or Stert St. side of the beam have 

dipped:steeply. 
At groundMoor level, the use of plate glass shapwindows in the 

19th century and the consequentneed to support the west.elevatian 
above OTneans of:a,steel RSj has effectively removéd anY evidence for 
earl.windoW0peni#gp, at ground, floor level, but on the other side of 

the building,thereAs evidence for an early window.on the underside af, 

the Wall plate in the. ground floor Phase 1 Stert-St. elevation (see 

illustration 0:-ibiçO The chanfered.edge to the external face of the 

wall plate and»sockets for tenons cut in the underside-CuggeSt d equate 
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headed two light window with a timber mullion slotted to accommodate 

glazing. 
At first floor level, however, refurbishment revealed an original in 

situ three light sqùare headed, timbee mullioned window with chamfered 

mullions and frame (see illustration D ibid. ). There' were no signs of 

glazing bars, hinge pins for shutters or slots for glazing, and, 

unfortunately, no eVidence .of further window openingsti similar type 

and date was piesent' because of subsequent phases of alteration. 

On the opposite (Market Square) side of the building at fiest floor 

level there is a suggestion of two large square headed winaoWs, one 

placed 'centrally in each bay from Phase 1 onwards. At present, the 

refitting has replaced the former Windows with square headed caseMents,' 

of the sane pattern as the replacements, but photographic evidence 

showing this side of the building in the 19th. century records that 

there were French windows opening Onto a balcony supported on slender 
cast iron columns. The French windows were inserted betWeen upright 

studs of the timber framing in each bay of the building and may have 

framed window openings from Phase 1 onwards. There-are curvettothanier 

mouldings to the uprights and underside of the wallplate. Also evident 

on the underside of the wallplate were sockets for tenons and peg holes, 

but these do not immediately help with interpretation of the style of 
the former window and are rathee more suggestive of arch braces for 

framing. Oriel Windows overlooking the Market place is an attractive 

conjecture, but there is no evidence to support this or pretend that the 

first floor chambert were meant for mare than basic living/sleeping _ 

quarters: 
While the peestigious Market Place frontage was favoured with brick 

nagging .(possibly original - see above.), the rear of the-building- 

backing onto,Stert St. was given wattle and daub infiliing td the timber 

framing. This was probably limewashed the LE: corner of the bay 

of No. 21 at ground floor level, a portion of what appeared to be an 

arch brace below the toplate was revealed with a small-area of 
limewashed*daub"infilling.- This feature was visible above a later door 

opening:punched through into the Phase 1 building when the extension 

into Stert St. was added, but it is unlikely that there were any door 

_openings in the Stert St. elevation of Phase 1, since a building of 

single'bay thickness would be entered from the Market Place. 

During the fitst phase of the building's historY,' the roof lever was 

lower than the present gabled roof indicates andthe roof line ran 
parallel to Stert.St., rising from the wall plate of the second storey. 

The only remaining evidence of the structure are two principal rafters 

at the N. end of No. 20 whiCh escaped being torn out cOmpletely in the 

later. addition of attics but suffered the upper .ends being.dawn off.. On 

the upper surface of thewali plate aboYe the first floor window on the 

E. side. of No. 21 there are signs of shallow houSings cut ta locate the 

rafters of the Phase 1 roof.' 

There was no evidence of fireplaces or flues associated with the 

first phase and'the.flues that have'turvived are late features probably 

for stoves. Sone form of heating for warmth and cooking seems probable 

- perhaps with a timber and plaster smoke hood (See PRN 13,591 in 

Oxfordshire S.M.R for an.example of tiMber smake hoods in the Abingdon 
area;'reported in South Midlands Archaeology 17, 1987,- p.76.) but no 

evidence was.faund. Comparative studies of other timber framed 

buildings in Abingdon in the future may provide the answer. 
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PHASE 2 ?17.111. CENTURY. 
The Phase 1 roof is removed and attics are inserted to provide a 

Second floor level with more accOMmiadation (probably bedrooms). As a 
result the roof is now constructed with gables to each bay overlooking 
the Market:Place and Stert St. and the roof ridgee run on an east'- West 
alignment. SqUare'lleaded window oPenings in each gable seem likely from 
the start, but all have been replaced at a later date. On the-fitst 
floor elevation to the Market Place, there are the remains Of rendering 
applied directly on top of the Phase 1 timber framing and brick nogging:: 
infill at the.S.W. corner of the building. This render orstUccO.hasa 
stippled effect with quoins incised to-resemble stone (see:drawing cif 

weet eleVation). Other examples of incised stucco in Oxfordshire (for 

instance Cogges Manor Farm) have been dated to the late 17th. centuty. 

PHASE 3 7_41, 18TH. J9TH. CENTURY 
The roof level of the attics was heightened further still .to proVide 

more headroom and the pitch of the gable roof ridges altetéd to alloW 
suifiCient headrooi below the valley. At the same"tine Or'perhapp.1 
slightly Later, a rather poor quality timber framed three storey outstut 
was added to the Stert St, elevation using much second hand timber. The 
roof slope Of this outshut rises up against the E. faCe of the 
heightened attics. The poor nature of the acconnoditiOn offered by thie 
outshut may suggest servants' quarters or a change of use tO a tavern 
requiring beds for travellers. 

In the early 19th. century, however, regardless of the shoddy- 
appearance of, the rear of the building, the market elevation mirroted. 
changing fashion by adopting a 'GeorgiaW style facade.with pilasters. 
This consisted (ifstucco applied to laths nailed on to a,wooden 

" -framework, Atself tailed to the timber framing of the first phase 
building. This:stucco facade:4n turn taking the place Of the indeed.' 
stucco added in the 17th: century (see Above). French windows-Were 
added with Canopies above giving on to a balcony with 4 railing 
supported-On.cast iron colunns. There is an excellent photographs 
showing this lace of the building at the turn of the century when the 
Market PlaceTwas decorated for the coronation of Edward VII in 1902 .(tee 
Abingdon in Camera pl. 22) 

In the late 19th. century, the narrowness at the southern end of 
Stert St. caused by,the extensions at the back of both 20:And 21 and 
more, particularly the Star Tavern resulted in so much congestion of 
traffic attempting to round the corner into the Market Place that the 
tavern was demolished in 1888 (see above), and the gable end Of 20 
and 21 was rendered over ifihereas Nos. 20 and 21 appear td haVe.been in 
Joint ownership.for sone time (perhaps from the beginning?),'the Star 
Tavern was ieparaiely Owned to Judge by its more down at heel appearance' 
at the end of the 19th. Century. The ground floor of the.tavern was 
.built, of brick (possibly encasing earlier timber-framing) with a first 
and second floOr Jettied onto the Market Place timber framed with etucco 
-on lath rendering and lit by'square headed Georgian style sash windows. 
-(Abingdon in Camera p1.11) 

,Brick.fluts were inserted into 20 and 21 in this latter phase, 
probably for stovee.or small cast iron fireplaces. One rose fioM the 
S.W.'corner of the Phase 3 timber outshut of 'No. 21 through the jett5(of 
-the firet floor of the S.E. corner of the phase 1 building Onto Stert. 
8t. Immediately to the S. of the base of this flue were the remains'of 



the stub wall carrying the timber frandng, but its insertion had removed 
any traces of the wall further N. on the Stert St. elevation bf 21 and 
20. Another.flue was placed above the Phase 1 east Wall fed by fluet 
presumablTfrom the'first flbor of 20 and 21 but refitting and 
subsequent 20th. century alterations had removed evidence of stoves or 
fireplaces. 

The general appearance of the-bUilding in the2Oth..century has 
altered little to Judge from photographs taken-at the-turn of the last, 
and it is onlyin the process of the refurbishment-undertaken in 1987 
that the building's history has come to light. The Department.of Museum 
Services is greatly.indebted to: Mr. Grant Audley-Miller, Vale of the 
White Horse district Conservation Officerthe.co-operation of the 
contractors B.G.D. Building-Ltd. (and principally Mr: Dominic) and the 
architects lor'allowing access at all stages Of the work. 
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Wykham Shrunken Mediaeval Village (PRN 1,1000 centred SP 438378) - Simon 
Crutchley, Mark Taylor and Ival Pornbrook. 

Location 

The site of the former mediaeval village of Wykham is about two miles to 
the south of Banbury and lies 'in a field to the west of Tudor Hall Girls 
School. It is situated at a height of about 122m. 0.D. on the southern 
slope of-aneast-west ridge of middle lias clay'and. MarlStone rock bed. To 
the south the fields slope down to the Sor Brook at the foot of the valley. 
The manor house at Wykhala lay further to the east'along the ridge in the' 

grounds of the school. 

Roman remains at Wykham were known from the middle of the last century. _ 
1851, evidence of walls, a marse tesselated floor, an oven and a 
possible remnant of hyPocaust were found at SP 439379 to the north west of 
Wykham park suggesting a Romano-British house or a small villa. A circular 
well 28 inches in diameter and 48 feet deep containing much pottery and 
Seventeen bronze Roman coins from Claudius II to Valens and a silver coin 
of Trebonianus Gallus was found on the site of the kitchen garden. 
Discovered at the same time was a 'large vault' filled with black earth, 
seven or eight skeletons and many animal bones (see PRN 1713). 

The tenurial tistory and descent of the manor has been dealt with fully 
by the Victoria County Histery of Oxfordshire, Vol. X. DocUmentary 
evidence for the village itself is slight,tut it merits an entry in 

. Domesday which reports four serfs and fiVe Villeins with one and ahalf 
ploughs. A mill, is mentioned in Domesday, probably the ancestor of the 
building described as Wykham Mill où the 0.S. 1:10.,560:on the Sor Brook. 

. Later documentary references:to WykhaM.areifound in thé:Villagesubsidy of 
1306 which notes nine people Paying nine shillings and a penny; and of 1327 
'in-Which eight people paid thirty Six shillings and a penny and' the 

. settlement itself is referred to.as a hamlet. In 1334 the village as a 
. whole Paid fifty nine shillings and seven pence but there .is no record of 
how many people contribûted.- In the last.quarter Of the(14th,.century for 
thepoll:tax iof 1377 twenty nine people were assesSech 'If the negative 
évidence of Wykham's non-appearance on the 1428 listings .of those villages 
exempt from paying tax on account of their population falling belovi ten 
households can be relied upon, the village appears to flourish into.the 
15th:eentury. However,.by 1524 the:assessment for the'new.Henrician, 
subSidy found only three people able to pay, one person Cm goodaand two 

. people on wages. 

By 1688 there is cartographic evidence for the situation at Wykham in 
the form of "The Map of Wickam" surveyed by Edward Grantham in August and 
September 1688, (the original map in the form of an oil painting on canvas 
hangs in Tudor Hall Girls School). This shows no-evidence of a village to 
the west of Wickham Park and all that apparently remains is one small 
cottage in the north west corner of the area fieldwalked. Parish 
registers, wills and inventiiriesauggest declining population but do not 
provide conclusive evidence on the basis of the quantity of family names. 
However, in default of decisive docuMentary evidence, the results of -the 
fieldwalking survey carried out by the Dept. of Museum Services may help 
towards establishing a timescale for desertion. 
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(3) Deep ploughing carried out in 1986 by Mr. Colegrave the farmer of 
Wykham Park Farm revealed a well covered with a large capping stone. In 
advance of further ploughing in August 1987, Mr. and Mrs. Colegrave 
contacted the dept. of Museum Services and the site was visited by the 
Keeper and Assistant Keeper. The well was located at SP 43863788 and 
consisted of curved ironstone blocks with no evidence of mortar bonding. 
In its present condition the well was some 10.9m. deep and 60cum. in 
diameter, in other words very similar to the discovery of 1851, but the 
1851 account states that the well was close by (i.e. to Wykham Park) on the 
site of the kitchen garden. The well discovered in 1986 in the field to 
the west of Wykham Park is some distance from the present walled garden, 
and the map of 1688 (see below) indicates that the house and garden in the 
late 17th century occupied much the same position. Perhaps by analogy with 
the 1851 finds, the well seen recently is another Roman well continuing in 
use into the Middle Ages. Mr. Colegrave stated that the field concerned 
had first been ploughed in his father's time shortly after the Second World 
War. Heavy earth moving machinery was brought in to carry out the work, 
and in the process walls were uncovered, some lying on their sides as if 
flattened or collapsed. Mr. Colegrave remembers playing in the humps and 
hollows of the earthworks as a boy which were then quite substantial. In 
view of the fact that ploughing was to take place in September, 
0.C.C.D.M.S. decided to undertake a fieldwalking survey to determine whether 
any further archaeological features or settlement evidence could be 
retrieved. 

The field to the west of Tudor Hall Girls School was divided intO an 
intersècting grid of thirty metre squares with a base line adjacent to the 
north - south alignment of the boundary wall between the field and Wykham 
Park (see plan). Because of pressures of time and resources, (the survey 
was undertaken by two People in two days), efforts were concentrated on the 
northern half of the field, but it is hoped to return to the southern half 
at a later date to confirm the results obtained. Nevertheless, positive 

. results weie obtained from the eiercise, and quantities of pottery, bone 
building material and some small finds were cleaned and analysed. 

(4) Pottary. The pottery Was_initially divided into Roman, Mediaeval and 
Post-Mediaeval.' When plotted on an:overlay of the area fieldwalked, 
concentrations revealed a predominantly'Roian area to the soUth east of the 
field and a Mediaeval block to the west (see.acCompanying Plan and 
overlays). ROman-finds were anticipated baCause of earlier finds, but were 
not eiamined in detail, to establish a more specific.dating. The-Post- 
Mediaeval pottery appeared to be.scatiered randomly over the field with no 
specific concentration apart from an area close to, the eastern bOUndary of 
the field with Wykham'Paik: This probably refleOts an accumulation of 
domestic rubbish associated.with the house. 

The Mediaeval piitery.was examined in more detail by Maureen Mellor of the 
Oxford AichaeOlogical Unit. she noted a preponderance of three main fabric 
types. Most common was Potterspury ware originating in Northamptonshire 
and dating from the,mid 13th - 15th centuries. Next most common was a 
relatively coarse fabric of local manufacture originating from the Banbury_ 
and Brackley area dating from the late 12th century: Brill ware from the 
13th and 14th centuries is'also evident closely followed by the sandy 
Oxford Mediaeval ware. The remainder consists.of an insignificant 
proportion of as yet unidentified wares, but even these do not conflict 
with the general dite range stylistically, which appears to finish in the 
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early 15th century with the exception of an area in the north west of the 
field where some late Potterspury ware and a Brill rim and sherd were 
found. The Brille shifd4-iiiiéit-a date no earlier than the second 
half of the 15th century and are more likely to be 16th century. 

Animal Bone. All bone finds (exclusively the remains of animals) were 
weighed and plotted but showed no concentration. They were briefly 
examined by Jill Jones who found about 75% of them diagnostic and divided 
them by species, looking for any significant features. By species, 45% 
were from cattle, 34% Sheep/goat, 10% pig and horse and a single dog tooth 
was found. 

Building Material. The majority of the pieces of building material 
recovered from the site were of Roman date. The soutivéast-COrner'ol the 
field which ptoduced dense 'concentrations of. Roman pottety also provided 
some_small 'fragments o1 roof tile (imbrex); i'possible flue tile with 
surf ace Scoring And some small cuboid sandstone blocks -diagnosed as, 

tesserie; the largest some 25mm. overall, and the others of roughly the 
same- size Varying:in shape from cuboid to oblong. There was no sign of 

'obvious *ear on'any particUlar SurfaCe,--but this doeS not necessarily 
preclude theitjiSe as tesSerae Since, as sandstone is 1:is:A-available locally 
they would have to have been-imported to the site. The area to the west'. 
produced'some fragmentary teguiae as well as some Undatablébriék fragments 
and possible stone tiles. The distributionof the majority of building 
Material which is of Roman date does not overlap with the.supposed area of 
themediaeval village as pointed out by Mr. Colegrave anesUggésted by 
faint. soilmarks on the aerial photographs. 

Small Finds. Finds from the modern period included 19th century clay 
pipe fragments, a Georgeir penny, and a 20th century harrow blade. A 
couple of clay_pipe bowls suggested a 17th_century-origin_from their small 
size and their shape. Two whetstones were found, one square in section and 
made of sandstone, the other mica-schist and well worn which could be dated 
anywhere between the 12th and 15th centuries. Two pièces of slag were 
found, one of iron, the other apparently lead. Horseshoes were found (to 
corroborate the finds of horse bone) dating from the 12th century to the 
post-Mediaeval period. The 12th century find was in fact half a 
horseshoe with countersunk holes for fiddle key nails, a wavy edge and 
generally slender appearance to the body and calkin which bore a close 
resemblance to an example found in excavations in the Hamel, Oxford 
(Oxoniensia, 1980, No. 59). There was also an example of a successor to 
this form with straight edges but without countersunk nail holes and still 
of slender appearance. The most impressive find was a small copper alloy 
single sided trapedzoidal buckle._ This had a round face and flattened 
back, the clasp held between the two prongs of its shorter side. 
Dimensions: width 20mm., length 33mm. It is strikingly similar to, 
although a little larger in size than, two buckles found at Southampton and 
dated circa 1375 - 1425. 

Conclusion 

Documentary evidence borne out by the results of the fieldwalking survey 
seems to suggest désertion of the site by the late 16th century. All the 
small finds are considerably earlier than this and the majority of the 
pottery ends early in the 15th century. The only area where 16th century 
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ware was found coincides remarkably closely with the site of the single 
cottage shown on the map .of 1688 by Edward Grantham. Animal bone finds 
with a large. proportion of cattle and sheep. bear out the use of the site 
for pasture4 and it may be that'desertion tOok place as aresult'of 
pressure for increased pastUre with the rise.of wool pricéS or that soMe 
otherphenomenon was,at work. Wykham may simply be -another of the 
*unexplained desertions common:in the 15th and 16th centuries. 

There is no archaeological evidence to support continuity of occupation 
from Roman times. The earliest post Roman finds are a couple of_St. Neots 
,type rim sherds which cannot be placed earlier than the 10th century. No 
Saxon wares were found and although their chances of survival are low 
because of their vulnerability to abrasion, the survey-was thorough if 
swift. There is likely to have some form of pre-Conquest settlement, 
however, in the Domesday entry "Wicham" alone of the 'manor' of Banbury 
receives mentionby name and although at 100 shillings it is valued lower 
than other estates, it is not a Norman creation since it was worth 60 
shillings in Edward the Confessor's time. 
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THE LION PUBLIC HOUSE, 15, HIGH ST. ABINGDON, SU 49719707, PRN 12,914 
M.K. Taylor 

In response to initial notification from Grant Audley-Miller, the Vale of 
the White Horse District Council Conservation Officer, the Keeper J. Steane, 
Assistant Keeper M. Taylor, and in-service trainee S. Crutchley 
investigated the Lion public, house in October 1987 in advance of stripping 
out the building prior to refurbishment for commercial use. . 

- Location and History 

The Lion is situated on the north side of the High'St. which leads 
westwards.from.the large quadrangUlar Market Place, traditionâlly known as 
the Bury. In.the 19th century, the Lion Hotel, marked on the 1874 Ordnance 
Survey 1st:edition 1:500 map as the Red Lion Hotel, but described in 
Kelly's1891.directory as the Lion Commercial hotel, occupied a range of 
buildings as far west as the junction of West Saint Helen's St. with the 
High St. On the Ordnance Survey 1:2500 edition of 1973 there are three 
property boundaries on the north side of High St. all numbered 15, but only 

..-.the easternmost of these is designated "PH" or-public house on the map. 
Photographs published in ."Abingdon in Camera", by M.J. Thomas, Abingdon 

-Area Archaeological and Historical Society 1979, nos. 55, 56 and 105, taken 
from the turn of the century to 1918, indicate that the Lion occupied 
further buildings tothe west of the present pub.- Immediately west there 
used to be a large carriageway entrance leading tO a yard behind ,with a 
range of buildings probably used for stabling and storing hay. 'Above the 
carriageway was a large Victorian bay window supported on brackets lighting 
a sizeable first, floor chamber (possibly a dining room). This two storeyed 
building with carriageway- beneath had a gabled roof (gable end on tà.. High 
St.), the whole building giving the impression from-the photographs that it 
was of 19th century date..:To the west of this entrance. way was a three 
storeYed, jettied four bay range building with four gables facing on to 
High St and passageway to the west_leading to a small yard at the rear. 
It was lit by sash windows on the ground and first floors and casement 
windows. on the jettied second .floor. Although'three storeyed, the height of 
the gables. of this range. was lower than the gable of the two.storeyed 
building:with carriageway to,the east. This--range has the appearance of a 
timber framed building, potentially of 16th century date. The High St. 
elevation appears t6 have been brick on the ground floor with render and 
stucco.covering 'timber framing on the first and second.floors. It seems 
probable that this range prOvided.bedroom accommodation for the hotel. The 
High St..elevation of-the-present pub depicted in'thSearly photographs 
shows a. ground'floor with brick front and two 19th Century style sash 
windows and the first floor slightly jettied and stucco over timber framing 
exactly as it sppearS.today. The window-frames are also as shown in the 
photographs from the early 20th century. At sOte-point the ground floor 
High St. frontage was altered to provide a central.dOorway, access formerly 
may have .been by the. passage .or entry 0 the_ east' of the present building 
and a side door. The. Kelly's directories of the'late 1930s give a clue to 
the faie of the range of buildings to the west which used to comprise the 
Lion Hotel:. It spOears.that .when street numbering was introduced to 
Abingdon sometime in the 19th century, possibly post .1874 as no individual 
property' numbers appear on the 1st edition-1:500 map, the Lion Hotel 
although occupying three. Separate property 'boundaries was numbered 15, High 
St. The Kelly'sdirectory for 1938 still refers to the Lion Hotel only at 
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number 15 High St. but the edition for 1939 lists F. W. Woolworth Ltd. 
bazaar, also at number 15, suggesting that the three storey timber range to 
the west had been demolished to make way for the department store just 
before the Second World War. The refashioning of the ground floor, frontage 
of the remaining element of the Lion Hotel may also date from this time. 

(1) Phase 1 (14th - 15th century) 

The Lion Hotel today consists of a two storey timber framed building of two 
parallel ranges. The west range is wider and has a taller pitched roof. 
The western range has a crown post roof with a chamfered collar purlin, 
with tie beam, collar, arch braces and crown posts at the gable ends. 
The roof has three bays in all with a crown post between the second and 
third bays from the High St. gable end. There is a crown post at the N. 
gable (facing away from the High St.) and the crown post of the south gable 
is present, but less visible since it has been covered in plaster from a 
suspended ceiling inserted at a later stage (see below). The top of this 
crown post is, however, visible above the plaster, and a pair of augur 
holes in the collar purlin indicate the former position of the brace for 
the crown post. Logically in a roof of this nature a crown post would be 
expected between the first and second bays of the roof, but this truss has 
an elaborate scissors brace instead (see below). A stone chimney stack 
against the west wall seems to have been an original feature of the first 
phase building (there are no signs of smoke blackening of timbers) since 
the fifth and sixth rafters of the crown post roof where the stack rises 
through the first bay of the roof rest against a timber baulk located 
laterally against the stack. With regard to dating crown post roofs in the 
(historic) North Berkshire region, J.M. Fletcher and P.S. Spokes in an 
article entitled "The origin and development of crown post roofs" in 
Mediaeval Archaeology Vol. 8, pp. 152-183, come to the conclusion that 
roofs of this type were going out of fashion even in vernacular contexts by 
the beginning of the 15th century. 

At first floor level in the Phase 1 building there would have been an 
impressive three bay chamber open to the crown post roof (the detailed 
carving on the crown posts was meant to be seen from below) and probably 
with a crown post between the first and second bays. The timber-framing of 
the first floor jettied out on to the High St. has substantial timbér 
uprights, that of the south. west angle measuring 36cms. across and no doubt 
itself resting on an equally solid bressumer. The upright at the south 
east angle of the west range is not shared by the timber framing of the 
east range, in effect there Is another upright in the south west angle of 
the east range separated by a narrow gap which supports the wall plate of 
the east range west wall and the tie beam of the gable facing on to the 
High St. In addition, the wall plates of the first floor chambers of both 
ranges are at different levels, (there is a gap between the two separate 
rows of timber uprights replaced in the 19th century, which support them) 
the wall plate of the west wall of the east range some 40 cms. above the 
wall plate of the east wall of the west range. Consequently the upright in 
the south west angle of, the east range must also be higher. This indicates 
that the east range was a different phase of construction from the west 
range and on the basis of the evidence of the roof timbering-suggests a 
construction date in the 15th century. The floor of the building also 
bears out the theory of separate phases of construction. In the west range 
the floor consists principally of a central bridging beam running north - 
south with joists either side lying east - west. The alignment of the 

(118) 



joists near the High St. end of the west range is however north-south 

because Of the presence of a dragon beam in the south-west angle of the 

west range to.give added strength to the framework. There is no evidence 

for a dragon beam in the south east angle of the west range floor. This 

might suggest that the dragon beam in the south.west angle .Was inserted to 

strengthen a corner of the building which did not have the support of 

adjoining buildings. In other words, the west eleVition of the west range 
was probably a free standing extarior'wall at the time of construction. 
The présence of a 'large carriageway 'entrance in the 19th. century adjoining 

this west wall, borne out by photographs and the 1874 Ordnanca Survey 1st 

edition 1:500 auggesta that whatever was constructed further west from 
Phase 1 onwards wis definitely on a separate property boundary and a 

different' building. 

Phase 2 (15th. century) East Range 

As suggested by the 0Vidence above, the east range of the present public 

house appears to have been constructed after the west range. The roof 

consists of three bays with.principal rafters and single purlins clasped by 

camberad collars. ''Eachstruss of the' principal rafters and cambered'collar 

beams is strengthened*.by Curved windbraces to the purlinS which are 

chamfered. The common rafters'are mOrtised and tenoned at the apex. The 

first floOr joists Of the east range also indicate a separate construction 

phase. Where"the division occUrs betWeen east and west ranges is a massive 

beam on a north - south axis which does not serve as a'bridging beam in the 

manner of' the beam running centrally north - south in the west range.: If 

anything it'gives the impression of serving as a wall plate for the'east 

wall of 0* Phase 1 weat range: As this beam was unfortunately still'clad 

in pine btparding.at the-time of investigation it was not possible to 

astablish.whether there. were slots to locate timber uprights on the 

underside, but a subsequent visit should confirm this. The significance of 

this beam is that it .seemstomaik the division between Phase 1 and 2 in 

the ,present building, The joists of the eist range first floor do not 

locate themselves in this beam but run parallel to it and are tenoned in to 

abridging beam On an east west alignmentcentraliy located in the east 

range. In this'fashion, a new building COnstructed immediately abutting 

the east elevation of the West range could Perhaps take advantage of the 

wall plate of the exiating Phase 1 west range to attach a bridging beam for 

floor joists and perhaps support an upright for the east range first floor 

elevation on to High St. at the south west angle. (See above details of 

the two adjoining uprights with interVening gap). When viewed from across 

the High St. the first floor elevation of the east range projects slightly 

forwardof"tha-west range bY about 15 20 cm. at this point. 

Phase 3 (16th. century) 

The archaeology suggests that by the 16th. century both east and west 

ranges. have beea acquired in single ownership. Indeed,' the construction of 

the east.range may have been a planned extension of the accommodation 

provided by the west range. or the replacement' of an earlier building on the 

site. To bring the internal arrangements up to date, two vaulted 'suspended 

ceilings are added in the first two bays of eaCh range to'create two 

impressive first 11Cor chamberi: To achieve this, the,crown post between 

the first and second bay of the weit range roof is:removed and replaced by 

an elaborate scissor brace with a roll moulding carved on the underside of 
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the brace intended.to stand proud of the plaster of the ty.aulted' ceiling 

and be seen from below. Either side of this brace, in the.two 1oWer arms 

of the scissor, a narrow groove has been'rebatectln talccnte the ends of 

the laths for the plaster ceiling. Some mortar or plister wns still found 
adhering in the grooves. The collar purlin of the first phase,Crown post 

roof is lowered at this-stage to attach the curved ribs or battens 
supporting the.arched or 'vaulted' ceiling'at its apex, the tenons sawn 

through to detach 4t from the rest Of the roof frame and subsequentlyi re- 
attached with:angled iron Plates-nnd-nails. The curved ribs of the arched 

ceiling appear to have rested'on.the upper surface of .the wall plates 
either side, nailed to the underside of the.common rafters.- Evidence'of 

thé suspended ceiling in the west range is provided by the curved profile 

of thecpiling in the first floor room facing onto High St. where it begins 

tO arch over from the tops of the wall plates. .In the roof veld above the 

19th. century ceiling (which obscures the profile of the i6thcentury 
ceiling) there is a ridge of plaster on a partition between the .second and 

third bays of the roof which outlines the arched profile of the ceiling... 

This.partition of studs,.flat boards and.battens covered with plaster 

survives as a section east of the.crown post and.is in effect the, remains - 

of the vertical partition wall at-the .north.end,of'the former'fIrst floor . 

chamber. At the southern end opposite there is étill plaster'covering and 

dieguieing the Phase 1 crown'post of the south:.gable. Evidence' for the - 

curved ribs .which supported the sunpended ceiling is Present in the -first 

ttay of the west range but a skylight ndded to the second bayrosf the roof in 

the.19th century removed the ribs and also.the section of the collar 

.pnrlin in this bay. The curved brace .cif the troWn post between second and 

thirdbays which otherwise would have projected into the north.end 

'chamber was removed when the ceiling was .Created and:thereeulting-46t. 
left in the.crown post, was filled in ,The pointed apex of the.Ceiling'n 
curved profile can also be seen as n chisel mark on the carved capital of 
the'croWn post. Traces of paint with red pigmentation. were visibln'beneath 

lnyers of later whitewash and distemper here. 

In the east range the suspended ceiling survives intact in spite of 

partitions added in the 19th. century. A collar purlin was inserted 

specially to attach the curved wooden ribs supporting the laths, and was 

trenched into the soffit of the cambered collar beams. 

(4) Phase 4 (?18th, 19th. and 20th. centuries) 

The rear elevation (west range) has a sash window with thick glazing bars 

consistent with an 18th century date. Similar window frames may have 

replaced earlier phase window frames, but if so they have been replaced in 

turn by 19th. century sash windows. Flues were inserted to the rear of the 

building to provide extra heating (or more convenient facilities for 

cooking), one in the north end of the west range and another against the 

west wall of the west range in the third bay. A skylight was inserted in 

the second bay of the west range roof removing its section of collar purlin 

and the curved ribs of the former suspended ceiling in this.bay. 

Partitions are added and a flat ceiling inserted to create a smaller first 

floor room in the west range. At some point (after the 1874 0.S. 1:500) 

possibly early in the 20th century, the present building was extended to 

the rear replacing what appears to be a small lean to building and a set of 

steps descending from the north west corner of the rear of the east range. 

A single storey building is added initially and then in the mid 20th. 
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century a twO storey flat roofed extension is built to provide a first 
floor kitchen to the-rear of. the west range. 

In general terme the Lion:Hotel mndergoes a significant alteration insize 
and character in the 20th. centUry. The large commercial hotel of the 

19th. century has become no *mari than a public house by 1939, losing its 

three storey range of accommodation to the west as a result no doubt ot 

declining trade-and a tempting otfer for.redeVelopment ty .k7,4. 'W -Woolworth 

and Co. The building over the carriageway, sandwiched between-the present' 

public house .and the three storey jettied range, which had a large bay - 

window on brackets also disappeart in the pre war development, perhaps Etter 
a relatively short lifespan from the 19th. century appearance this building 

gives in the photographs The present fate,of the "Lion Hote10-remains 
undecided, but future commercial development does not favour the building 
reopening as a public house, which means the loss of another of Abingdon's 

historic hostelries. 
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Manor Farm, Souldern - J.M. Steane - SR 52103162 PRN 13977 

A field investigation of this farm was made on 30.10.87 by J.M. Steane 
and S. Stradling at the invitation of Mr and Mrs Deeley. S. Stradling 
had noticed while taking part in the listed buildings re-survey that 
there was an important medieval barn here. The barn is aligned 
north-south and covers the whole side of a yard up the slope to the 
west of the present farmhouse. It is of six bays with a waggon 
porch of two bays to the east. The walls are of flaggy limestone 
rubble with a few ironstone ashlar-blocks. The porch has ashlar 
fimestone blocks serving as the jambs, and the masonry of the 
porch is more regular. This is possibly because the porch is on a 
slope rather than that it has been added later since the carpentry 
of the roof suggests that it is contemporary with the main roof. 
There are large squared blocks of ironstone in the quoins. Other 
noteworthy features are four ranges of four put-log holes in the 
gable end facing the farmyard. There is a single long ventilation 
slit in other gable with two transoms of flaggy limestone. There are 
a number of secondary openings in the walls. 

The roof is a remarkable survival of late medieval date in the 
North Oxfordshire tradition as exemplified by the barns at Swalcliffe 
Manor (see cover to South Midlands Archaeology 1987). It has 
five complete cruck trusses similar to Swalcliffe; the upper and 
lower collars are arch-braced. The upper and lower purlins are 
trenched into the backs of the crucks. The crucks spring from the 
middle of the walls and are prevehted from damaging these by the 
insertion of timber pads embedded in the walls. They taper towards 
the top and are joined near the apex.by saddles. There is a well 
preserved and original, ridge pole supported on the saddles. There 
are two ranges of curved windbraces. Carpenters marks are seen on the 
trusses and upper collars (see figure). The waggon porch also has a 
2 bay roof supported on raised crucks, with purlins trenched into 
the backs of the trusses with one range of curved wind braces 
and a single collar which is arch braced. According to Mr Deeley 
the barn was formerly lofted at one end and was also thatched. It 

is roofed"now in corrugated iron. 

Corble Farm. Piddington. - M.K. Taylor & J.M. Steane - SR 63731597 
PRN 13,959 

Following up a planning application for the demolition of Corble 
Farm, two visits were made by J.M. Steane and M.K. Taylor in August 1987 
for Oxfordshire County Council, Department of Museum Services. The 
second involved a site meeting with the owner, his structural engineer, 
the architect and the structural engineer of the Historic Buildings and 
Monuments Commission. 

The site of this farmhouse is on the northern slope of the ridge of 
high ground on the Oxfordshire-Buckinghamshire border north of Brill 
and Oakley. It lies on a north/south alignment. It consists of 
three parts, a central 3 bay 2 storey range, a 1 bay 2,storey wing 
on the east and an additional 1 bay single storey wing on the west. 
It was built in three main phases. 
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Phase 1 c. 1600. The building was originally a three celled probably 
2 lobby entrance house (see E. Mercer, English Vernacular Houses HMSO 
1975 p. 62'fig. 43). "By the beginning of the 17th century the 
lobby entrance plan had proliferated in south eastern England". 
Corble farmhouse in its first phase consisted of three bays : one 
long one - then a chimney bay and another long one. The footings are 
of blocks of greensand and ironstone and set into these is box frame 
timber framing. Most of the walling has survived well with jowelled 
posts at the corners of the trusses and large framing (see Mercer E. 

115 and Fig. 74). This feature remained common in the second half 
of the 15th century and throughout much of the 16th century. The 

braces are present at the northern end both in the gable and in 

the W. wall but are obscured on the outside by brickwork. The walling 
material is brick but was probably wattle and daub in the first place. 
This is indicated by two features. In the northern gable the shape 
of the bracing which must have originally appeared on the outside is 

indicated by the presence of bricks laid flat on edge. Also on two 

of the studs of the east wing there are grooves to receive wattle 
panels and on the soffi't of the wall plate are several augur holes 
bored to take the panels. The roof structure consists of thre bays 
of principal rafters, tie beams, clasped purlins. Both the northern 
and southern roof bays have windbraces at the gable ends, the northern 
bay has two straight braces to the purlin to provide additional support 
for the roof where the chimney stacks emerge. 

Four windows can be traced on the west side two under the eaves, one 

on the ground floor to the N of the original lobby entrance and one at 
1st floor level obscured by the W wing serving as the kitchen : all 

are small and all are blocked. Heating was provided by a single 

central stack of reddish bricks with smoke blackening. There is a 

projecting band of brick at the top. The fireplaces have been much 
tampered with. The kitchen fireplace which is likely to have been 

at the south end has brick jambs, a charred timber lintel and an 

inglenook. The parlour fireplace has been blocked and a small Victorian 
grate inserted. Access in the first phase is not certain but the wall 

thicknesses suggest a door from the west side opposite the stack. The 

staircase is tucked into the side of the chimney is narrow, twisting 
and made of planks. 

lb Mid 17th century. The wattle and daub panels were replaced with 
brick nogging. The bricks used in this phase are 22 cms x 55 cms _ 
x 11 cms - of salmon pink and orange. Many have signs of straw 
impressions where they have been placed upright in the hacksteads 
to dry before firing. A number have sand creases. An interesting 
and somewhat odd feature is the presence of a frieze of projecting 
moulded bricks which remains intact inside the building where it has 

been protected by the kitchen wing but has been chopped flush with the 
wall externally to accommodate battens for hung tiles on the walls. 

Another, featUre which may well date from this period are the ceilings 
supported by lateral beams resting on moulded corbels. It seems 
likely- that, in thefftrst phase these upper rooms were open to the rafters. 
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Mid 17th century. A 2 storey timber framed wing was added on 

the east side of the main range. This was in similar carpentry 
tradition. It appeared to be an addition because the rafters of the 
main range were complete and had not been adjusted to receive the 
timbers of an additional wing from the start. The timbers remained 
only in the upper part of one lateral wall because of demolition of 
an extension, that facing east and, has already been noticed contained 
evidence for the former existence of wattle and daub. There was 
close studding which apparently had replaced the wattle and daub 
and brick had been used in the gable end wall as the main walling material. 

18th century. A single bay wing containing a large fireplace 
and a semi circular bake oven was added on the west side of the house. 
This blocked the old entrance door and it was necessary to make a new 
one. There had evidently been trouble with the south west corner 
of the house. This was now completely encased in brick and the 
lateral wall thickened at the corner. A new entrance was made at the corner. 

19th-20th century. The bricks were restored at various places 
in the fabric including the upper part of the gable at the south end. 
Also the timber framing was totally masked by a skin of bricks in the 
west wall of the south wing. An additional chimney leading to a 

Victorian fireplace in one of the bedrooms was added, curiously 
using the same thin orange bricks which were used in the panels 
mentioned in phase lb. The walls were encased with timber battens 
and tiles hung over the gables and west side. 
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'Priory House' or 'Old Priory' Bicester. S. Crutchley. 

'Priory House' or the 'Old Priory' [PRN 10,612 SP 58422212] as it was 

variously known was for many years believed to have been the 'Guest House' 

as part of the complex of the Priory of St. Edburg, founded c 1182 

and dissolved in 1536. 

In 1816 (1) John Dunkin referred to it as "the only part now remaining" 

of the Priory and said that "from the situation of the building it is 

not unlikely it was the lodge or house appropriated to the lodging and 

entertainment of travellers". He did, however, qualify his statement 

by adding that "it has undergone many alterations". J.C. Blomfield 

in 1884 (2) repeated Dunkin's assertion giving the measurements of the 

building, and describing its approach through an arched gateway. The 

early beginnings of the house ascribed to it through its medieval 

features, particularly the windows, continued to be reported through 

various sources up to the V.C.H. which suggests a late 15th century date, 

accepting its status, as a Guest House (3). 

This view of its ancient date was first challenged by David Hinton in 

his work prior to excavations on the site of the nearby Priory Church (4). 

He examined the medieval features and proposed that these were second 

hand and probably came from the Priory, and an examination of the roof 

gave a 17th century date confirming the suspicion of re-use of older 

materials. 

SURVEY 

This view of the re-use of salvaged masonry gains substantial...support' 

frOm the measured survey carried out on 17.11.87 and 18.11.87 by 

Steane and S. Crutchley. 

PHASE 1 1700 CENTURY 

In its original form the house would appear to have been a two cell two 

and .a half storey block, built of coursed limestone with occasional 

courses of larger blocks. Much of the exterior of the house is obscured 

by later extensions, and other alterations make the formation of .a view, 

of its original appearance somewhat complex. The north face contains a 

total of, three doorways, two now blocked, both square, and a double splayed 

pointed arch which now leads into the outshut. There is évidence for 

stops having been cut into the wall-plate which is visible in the interior. 

of the north wall along the length of the building. 

This might suggest an original doorway but the picture is complicated 

by the fact that the eastern jamb is straight jointed in. Apart from 

these doors there is a fine, chamfered pointed arch gateway leading into 

the garden through the wall which extends from the east gable. 

Inside, leaving aside for one moment the problem of the doorways there 
were two cells of uneven size, the larger to the west including a large, 

205 x 137 x87 cm fireplace against the west gable with inglenook, 

ashlar masonry jambs and a heavily charred beam. There are large beams 
in the ceiling but these show signs of re-use particularly as they include 

one resting on the end of another which stands vertically like a support. 

The joist themselves also appear rather too substantial. 

The more obviously medieval features are to be found on the first floor 

where there are a sélection,of windows, including in the east gable a 

twin light, square headed window with a square hood moulding. Evidence 

of the cutting back of the mullion on the inside suggests that this is 
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'in situ'. 

In the south face is a single light window with cusped tracery and 
again a square hood moulding. The right hand jamb has evidence of 
holes for bars but the fact that these point outwards rather than across 
the face of the Window and the absence of correspdnding holes on the other 
side suggest re-used material. 

The north face is pierced by three windows the two to the east being 
twin light square headed and with cusped tracery. They also have square 

hood mouldings and did have diamond mullions though these have been removed 
with the insertion of modern windows. The jambs of these windows unlike 
their tracery consist of huge ironstone blocks. The westernmost window 
shows signs of major alterations. It would appear to have begun as a 

twin light arched window but has been truncated by the imposition of a 

square hood moulding. 

Of the original plan of the first floor little can be learnt due to 

extensive modernisation which has created a bathroom and set of stairs 

to the loft. Apart from the windows already mentioned there is a window 
space capable of accommodating a similar window in the south wall which 
now looks into the stairwell. 

Moving up to the roof we find it in agreement with Hinton, a four bay, 

three truss, butt-purlin construction with straight tie beams and collars. 
There are irregularly spaced concave windbraces although some of these may 
be hidden by a plasterboard partition, as Hinton describes them all as 

present. There is no evidence for gable trusses and indeed there are 

carpenter's marks chiselled into collar and rafter numbering I to III in 

Roman numerals from the west. 

PHASE 2 : 1900 CENTURY 

In the second phase a third room was added to the west end at ground floor 

and first floor level, the ground floor being entered through a low doorway 

knocked through beside the fireplace. The extent of alterations to the west 

gable is difficult to ascertain but there is an odd slant to the east 
wall backing onto the fireplace. At both levels the rooms have a small 

Victorian style fireplace in the north wall and large c 1.5m window openings, 
though with modern windows in the west. The roof construction is unknown 

but the profile.is lower than that of the main building. 

PHASE 3 20TH CENTURY 

Major alterations were carried out on the north wall at some point 

but whether in phase 3 or earlier is not clear. In the eastern room the 

north wall seems to have been narrowed down to make a gentle curve and 

in the west, apart from the large blocked doorway, something strange 
has been done to the wall beside the fireplace. It has either had part 
of it narrowed out by a 30cm and had a small window niche replaced or a 

section over 1.5m long has been knocked out and then replaced with a 

narrower wall. The purpose of any of these alterations is hard to 

ascertain as is their date. 

The more obvious alterations of phase 3 consist of the addition in stages, 

of outshuts to the north and a southern stair turret and the knocking through 

of certain features. In the south wall there is a doorway by the fireplace 
and in the other room a set of French windows. In the east gable there is 

a twin light, square frame window with cavetto mullion which has been inserted 

on the ground floor. 
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DISCUSSION 

Three main questions about the form of the original building have been 
raised by this survey, but unfortunately they do not have easy answers. 

First is the problem of access. Where was/were the original doorway/s ? 

With the arched gate leading to it, the door must lie in the north wall, 

but we have three possibilities and none fit Hinton's "four-centred 
doorway" which would be perfect (5). Perhaps this was to be found in 

the now enlarged doorway which would explain both the stops in the 

beam and the straight jointed jamb. Probably we need the opportunity 
of even closer examination of the fabric, and must leave this puzzle 
unsolved. 

The second question that of light for the downstairs is again speculative 
but perhaps somewhat more amenable to a logical answer. The ground floor 
window in the east gable would appear to be a modern insertion, in that it 

does not appear on an early 19th century etching of the house 
in Dunkin (6). Although this is an inaccurate drawing as it depicts an 
impossibly uneven height to the walls, and drop to the rdof, it seems 

unlikely that he could omit a window. He might however omit a blocked 
window which would allow this to be an original space, blocked and then 

reopened with a new window. Alternatively the window could have been in 

the space now occupied by the French window which has obliterated any 
trace of a previous opening. For. the Western room there is a cupboard set 

deep in the south wall and blocked by the stair turret. It is not splayed 
but with its end now cut off it could certainly have run right through the wall. 

The third query relates to access to the upper floor. At present this is 

reached by means of a stairway in the outshut to the south but the 

original arrangements are unclear. There is a gap in the ceiling joist 

roughly in the middle of the larger room, opposite the fireplace, but 

doubts have already been raised about the antiquity of said joists. 

.Unfortunately with regard to these and other questions about the form 

of the early house we must accept that the criticism first voiced by Dunkin 
when he examined it in 1816 has continued "it has undergone many alterations". 

However putting aside questions of detail we can attempt to assign a 

date. The construction of the roof and its carpenter's marks which 
are chiselled rather than scratched, suggest a date early 17th century. 
Since there is no evidence of major rebuilding work to imply an earlier 
date for the main fabric of the building it would appear that the windows 
and other features which can be dated to the 15th and 16th centuries do 
indeed come from parts of the Priory and were no doubt collected from the 
ruins long after the dissolution and re-used. 

NOTES 

Dunkin J. "History and Antiquities of Bicester" p. 81-2 London 1816. 
Blomfield J.C. "History of the Deanery of Bicester" 11 p. 111 

Bicester 1884. 

VCH Oxon VI 16. 

Hinton D. "Bicester Priory" Oxoniensia XXXIII 1968, p. 26-7. 

Hinton op. cit. 
Drawing by A.J. Kempe from Dunkin, op. cit. 
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Wytham Abbey House and Park - John Steane, Mark Taylor - PRN 1636, SP 47420851 

A field investigation was made of this building at the request of the 

Vale of the White Horse District Council. 

Location. Wytham Abbey, as it is now known, was for 

centuries the residence of the Lords Norreys and the Earls 

of Abingdon. It adjoins on the west the church of All Saints. 

To the south is a substantial park. 

Architectural description. Wytham Abbey was designed on the 

quadrangular plan but it was so refashioned in the eighteenth 

and nineteenth century that little except the gatehouse is in 

its original state (E.T. Long "Medieval Domestic Architecture 
in Berkshire" Berkshire Archaeological Journal, 45, part 1, 

1941, 28, 29). The gatehouse is distinctly collegiate in 

appearance built of limestone rubble, is 3 storied and 

battlemented with diagonal buttresses with 3 offsets and a 

plinth course. It is divided into stages by bold string 

courses. Entrance is by a 4 centred moulded doorway. The 

building is lit by two projecting oriels on the front and one 

at the rear. The upper oriel merges with the string course, 

below the battlementing. The lower is on a projecting moulded 
bracket with a stone bird carved on the centre of the window sill. 
Each oriel is lit by 3 single cusped lights. The lower has 

embattling over the window. Access to the two upper storeys 
is by means of newel staircases in two rear octagonal turrets. 

These figure on the earliest representation of the house, 

the early 18th century Kip engraving, and appear to be 

original features. The upper part of the newel staircases 
judging from the degree of wear is likely to be original. 

The house at the beginning of the 18th century is shown in 

Kip's engraving (MS Top Berks c57, 419). This indicates 

that the main front was from the east. The castellated 
gatehouse is in the centre of a largely symmetrical facade 
which masks two courtyards. The gatehouse provides an entrance 
into the southerly one. Its embattlemented turrets are flanked 

by two crowstepped gables, each with a square headed 3 light 

window. The eastern range is lit by square headed 2, 3 light 

and 4 light windows. Those on either side of the gatehouse are 
mullioned and transomed. Below, lighting the ground floor are 

shorter 4 light windows. A projecting bay, 5th along from the 

south end adds a note of assymetry to the front. The south, 

end of the east range appears to project into the garden 

and behind is a balustrated tower with a louvre or bell turret. 

In the northern part of the east range are 3 dormer windows and above 

them clustered chimneys. The east side of the west range faces 

into the double quadrangular courtyard and has a stepped gable 
with clusters of chimneys on either side. Below the roof level 

at the north side there are two dormers. 



When one compares the buildings shown in the Kip engraving 
with the plans and elevations on the same scale showing the 

house in 1811, (MS Top Berks c57, 212-213, 427-9), it is clear 
that much rebuilding and reconstruction had taken place during 
the latter part of the 18th century. In particular the southern 
end of the east range had been rebuilt and provided a large 

dining room on the first-floor, castellated and provided with 
octagonal angle turrets. The windows were now 3 light square 
headed on ground and first floors. The northern end of the east 
range was still largely as it had been in the Kip- drawing. The 

projection already mentioned was apparently a larder attached to 

a pantry. The interior of the house had also undergone extensive 
remodelling.' The gatehouse now opened into an octagonal 
hall lit by a louvre from above. Doors from this area led into 

a water closet, an anti passage and other small areas leading 
eventually into kitchens. A "gothick" doorway led into the 

rest of the former courtyard area which had been roofed in and 
now housed the principal staircase. The south range had also 
assumed a "gothick" appearance, with octagonal castel lated turrets 
at the corners and 2 ranges of 3 light square head windows below 
castellated parapets. (MS Top Berks c51, 250). 

It is difficult to know how far the west front was shaped 
during this period because we do not have architects drawings. 
From the plan (MS Top Berks c57, 212-213) however it seems that 
a breakfast parlour drawing room and library with large bay 
windows had been added. Further rooms at ground floor level 

are named, glass closet, plate room, cellar and wine cellar. It 

is clear from the plan that the service accommodation was ranged 
round the northern of the two quadrangles "Servant's Hall", 
"Housekeeper's room", "Steward's office", "Coal Yard", 
"Scullery", "Pantry", are all mentioned, as well as "Housekeeper's 
store room" and "kitchen". 

The south range was again remodelled in the 19th century and 
lost its largely regular and symmetrical features. It has 

battlemented parapets and heraldic shield shaped plaques on 
each gable. Between the two wings a 19th century porch has 

been added with a glass roof supporting a terrace above. The 
parapet of this terrace is also battlemented. The windows 
in the south elevation are tall sauare headed with stone 
mullions and transoms. The gables are finished off with a 
projecting moulding ending in finials. The chimneys are 
octagonal, battlemented and moulded. 

The west range appears in Henry Hurst's sketch in Bodleian 
Library (Percy Manning Collection, MS Top Berks a 1, f. 70) 

a drawing dating from c. 1900. By then it had gained three 
projecting wings which now figure on the present facade. The 
south western of these .has a small staircase tower. There are 
heraldic shield plaques to the gables as on the south front. 
The plinth course at ground level is similarly consistent with 
that of the south range but changes profile at the staircase 
tower projecting at the north west corner into a more pronounced 
chamfered plinth. Beyond the staircase tower in the centre 
of the west elevation is a 3 bay range with bay window in the centre. 
It is possible that some of the windows have been re-set from older 
work. The doorway at the ground level in the north west staircase 
turret may also be original with a moulded label above. 
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.(b) Gardens, Assuming that the Kip-engraving Can be relied.on, 

Wytham was-surrounded at the beginning of the 18th century: 

with animpressively regular and comprehensive forMal garden 
laybutfr-This included thejollowing features:.- 

A canalised stream surrounded the house on 2 sides. 

This flowed under a bridge which the visitor needed 
to cross before entering the gatehouse. This feature 

evidently survived at least until 1804 because it appears 

in J.C. Natte's drawing "Lord Abingdon's seat at Wytham 
July 1804" (MS Top Oxon 11 3). 

There were two storied pavilions built east west 
flanking a rectangular area which was surrounded by a 
castellated wall and two gate pillars in the centre. 
These buildings similar to those at Water Eaton House, Oxon 

were provided with crow stepped gables. 

To the south of the house were two large rectangular 
gardens surrounded by borders with ornamental trees or 
topiary. These were overlooked by a long raised terrace. 

4.. To the west was a series of long hedges (?) .each divided 
by paths.and-then an area of pleached atleys and kitchen gardens. 

To the west again was an orchard and flanking it further 
pleachedvalleys.and.an avenue of trees on either side of 
a roac:L. : 

Very little of this formal scheme remains. Air photographs 
(Fairey Surveys Berks County Council 1:10,000 March 1969, 

5128] indicate that part of the northern avenue seemed to be in 

place and a double straight line might be a remnant of the 
canalised stream. Clearly the whole lot had been swept away 
during the vogue for romanticised natural landscape in the 

19th century. Irregular clumps of trees had replaced the 

rigidly straight orchard layout. 

Waterperry House - M.K. Taylor and J.M. Steane - SR 62950640 PRN 3071 

Location - Waterperry House is surrounded by a garden and parkland and 

is situated on the south-east edte of the village of Waterperry. The 

House is only 15 metres to the south of the parish.church of St Mary 
which contains Saxon elements. This close juxtaposition suggests 
that the church may have served as a manorial chapel to the medieval 
manor house. Subsequently the development of the house and the 

enlargement of the park in the eighteenth century promoted a shift 
in the village settlement pattern which concentrated the nucleus 
of the village further to the north-west. Field investigations and 

a study of air photographs have not so far given an indication that 

the manorial site was moated. 

During Winter 1987 considerable internal alterations were carried out 
in the house following an invitation from the Estate Manager. . 

J.M. Steane and M.K. Taylor undertook a field investigation of the 
house in Spring 1987. 
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Phase 1 late 13th-14th century. 

The present arrangements suggest that the first phase house 
(or first known phase of the house) consisted of a rectangular 
block aligned NNE - SSW behind the present main house. Three 
features lend support to this: firstly, the wall thickness of, 

the west wall of the block (now comprising the kitchen and 
scullery) - about 80cms, secondly the junction of this wall 

with the north wall of the kitchen block indicates that this 

range was attached to another on an east west alignment (see 
plan). Finally, the doorway at the south end of the west wall 

appears to be early 14rh century and "in situ". Much of the 
walling stone in the rebuilt elements of this range may well 
be re-used medieval stone. 

Phase 2. late 17th centuty. 

The house was enlarged and the NE range parallel to the church 
was built. The plan of the house at this phase was a block on an 
East West alignment parallel to the church with two wings projecting 
southwards at the east and west ends of the block. The west wing 
(and perhaps the west end of the main East West block incorporated 
features of the earlier medieval manor. A single bay wing was 
added at the SE corner and also the upper part of the west wall 
of the Phase 1 south wing was rebuilt and bears an oval stucco 
plaque with the date 1705 between four Fleur de Lys. The east 
side of the Phase 1 medieval block was replaced with a less 

substantial wall. 

The roof structure of the late 17th century Phase 2 wing is of 

tie beam, collar, and butt purlin through the principal rafters 
construction. The attic spaces are sealed with riven oak lathes 
and plaster. The small single bay south wing of Phase 2 has a 

roof of softwood with butt purlins through the principal rafters and 
tie beams. 

The north facing elevation of the 17th century Phase 2 wing viewed 
from the churchyard presents a2 storeyed range of 7 bays, With a 
hipped roof at the east end. Windows are two light timber framed 
thick mull ion and transoms with leaded casements and certaim amount 
of old glass (see above). The wall elevation is of coursed and 
squared limestone rubble with ashlar quoins, tiled roof, brick 
chimneys - rebuilt tops. At the W end of this north facing 
elevation separated from the two storey range by a straight joint' 
is a three storey gable with central brick chimney with rebuilt top. 

There are 2 (smaller) windows at attic level, otherwise it has 
2 windows similar to those of the 2 storey north elevation With 
thick mullions and transoms. Stucco covered in hard grey cement 
ren'der. Datable features of this elevation suggest a date 
somewhere in the region'of c. 1680-1700. 

Phase 3 early 18th century. 

At the western end, the earlier manor house with seventeenth 
century wing was updated with the construction of an imposing 
mansion with frontage facing west and masking the earlier buildings 
behind when viewed from this aspect. The southernmost extent 
of the Phase 1 S wing may have been truncated in this period to 

avoid cluttering the new fashionable west front. The core of this work 
attributed to c. 1713 for Sir John Curson may in effect incorporate 
or overlie the west wing of the Phase 1 manor house. The wall 
alignment hints at continuity here, but without positive evidence 
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lt is extremely difficult to determine the point of 

.departura for the new work. 

(4) Phase 4 19th century. 

Remodelling carried out for the Henley family c. 1820 probably 
is reflected in the stucco, window openings, and Ionic porch. 
A low pitched roof covered with Welsh slates was added to the 

north-south range at the rear of the main house. Some brick 
was used in the structural work on this range during this 

period, and the S end of the roof of the south wing was 
replaced with slate. 

Park and Garden 

The park and garden in front of the house has some fine 
trees; a range of oaks, two Spanish chestnuts and a Wellingtonia 
which must be nearly 200 years old. Also a mighty beech is 

evidence of ornamental planting. A wet ditch (when visited 
February - March 1987) bounds the park/garden to the west. There 
was a suggestion of ridge and furrow, and a depression in grass - 

perhaps a fallen tree. - "------ 

To the east of the house lies a brick walled garden with 
pilasters in the walls at intervals, contemporary with the 
main refashioning of the early 19th century house. There are 
a series of greenhouses. The oldest are probably the outshut - 

leant° type with large bricks, some vitrified headers and roof 

supported on girders, Victorian cast iron supports with floriated 
pattern. There is a cast brass nameplate with "Foster and 
Pearson Ltd., Beeston, Notts" on the door latch. A huge 
hole has been knikked in the north-east corner of the walled 
garden. The wall at this corner is of stone rubble with a brick 
inner skin and bonding courses of brick in the outer face. The 

considerable moat here has been filled in by a causeway. This is 

spanned by a small bridge with four Donc pilasters, a frieze 
with metopes; 2 semi circular niches, and a central, semi-circular 
arch leading to a barrel-vaulted tunnel all in limestone ashlar. 
The outer faces of the bridge are leaning alarmingly. Clearly 
the bridge was meant to be seen from the side which could be 
seen from the house. The rusticated ashlar is in fact only 
a thin skin or a brick-vaulted structure domed in brick. 

Agricultural Buildings 

There is an interesting set of late 18th and 19th century farm 
buildings. These include (1) A Hay barn situated 100 metres north- 
east of Waterperry House. This has dwarf walls of brick and 
opposed doors; the door facing the house has been blocked with 
modern brick. The posts are jowled with adzed tie beams strutted 
to the principal posts, curved principals setting on the tie 
beams, slender principal rafters with slots for missing wind 
braces. The lower purlins are clasped between the principal 
rafters and curved principals. The upper purlins are clasped 
between the collar and principal rafters. The building is 

half-hipped at both ends. In the gable end is a filled-in 
pitching hole. The walls are weatherboarded. There is a tiled 
roof, earth floor and end-set limestone cobbling around the doorway. 
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There is a half-hipped range of single storey farm buildings 

further to the north-east. These are set on dwarf, stone 

walls with brick top courses. The structure is timber- 

framed with tie beams with cambered collars and queen posts. 

The principal posts are jowled and braced. The walling 

is weatherboarded and much cut about for its adaptation to 

a workshop. The date is the same as the haybarn - mid to 

late 18th century. 

The Granary is situated about 90m to the north of the house. 

This is entirely timber-framed. lt is arcaded with two 

aisles, and is 6 bays in length. The posts rest on 

staddle stones and the struts are curved. The bins are 

situated on the first floor, and are boarded with a central 

gangway. There has been much chopping about of the upper 

floor but the slots are an indication of the former position 

of more bins. There are two louvres. The roof is of Welsh 

slate, hipped and the outside of the granary is coated with 

pitch. The granry seems to be 18th century in construction with 

a Victorian re-roofing. 

The Stable is a two storeyed Victorian building of limestone, 

consisting of two parallel ranges. The roof is half-hipped 

with a covering of blue slate and loading doors for hay. 

The semi-circular arched entry at either end with half doors, 

is lofty enough to admit a horse and rider on the north 

front are timber lintels over small paved windows with 

mullions and transoms. 



Swan Hotel, Thame - John Steane - PRN 13912 SO 70790578 

A number of visits were made during 1987 fol lowign on an extensive 
refurbishing scheme. Our thanks are due to Dr Malcolm Airs of 
South Oxon District Council, Messrs Earlcroft of Aylesbury, the 
owners and Dr. E. Clive Rouse. 

The Swan Hotel is an ancient inn situated on the north east side of the 
bishop of Lincoln's planned medieval town of Thame. Recent excavations 
by the Oxford Archaeological Unit have revealed evidence for medieval 
occupation at the rear of the site which is being currently developed 
as a shopping/pedestrian precinct. 

The present building, despite its Georgian brick facade facing onto the 
High Street, is a fine example of a timber framed inn of c. 1600 with a 

two bay 2 storey range at the west end facing parallel with the street, 
linked to a 3 bay 3 storey cross wing at right angles. In the ground 
floor of this w 

. 

ing an archway leading to the courtyard at the back. 
A third unit is of late 17th century date of stone, brick and timber and 
single bay in length also facing onto the High Street. 

The roof structure of the L shaped phase one building is particularly 
impressive. The range facing the High Street has two bays of excellent 
quality carpentry, tie beams, principal rafters, 2 ranges of purlins 
clasped between the double collars and the principal rafters. The lower 
and upper collars are tied together with three vertical struts. The 
roof has been designed from the first to take a boarded ceiling. This 
is suspended from a through purlin moulded on its soffit which is lodged 
between a stubby kingpost which sits on the tie beam of the -Central truss 
and the lower collar. 

Jointed into the purlin in a way which makes it impossible to see them as 
a secondary feature are 21 pairs of joists, chamfered and stopped, 
sloping from the moulded purlin down to the eaves. The boards, between 
10-12cms in width, and 2cms thick lie on top of the joists. 

The boards completely cover the spaces between the 21 joists on the south 
side of the building. They have been entirely removed from the north side 
but a number of fragments survive, found stacked resting in the joists 
in the roof space. The painted decoration is characterised [by E. Clive 
Rouse] as "vigorous, competent stuff". There are six repeating designs 
which are repeated in no particular order running along the whole 
length of the boards. These include a running acanthus scroll; a 

string of cones on circular bases decorated with scalloping connected 
with oval shaped objects; a coarse acanthus with broad floppy leaves, a 

running trellis with oval seed pods; a thick stem pierced through a 
leaf pattern; a thin leafed scrcdly patten. Each is executed with 
a broad brush at least 2cms thick. The medium is size - made from 
boiled leather pieces - the colours brown,(yellow-ochre mixed with 
black) black (charcoal/soot) and white (lime). The designs are painted 
freehand with considerable brio and complete understanding of classical 
motifs. The use of white to suggest-highlights and black to suggest 
shadows give an element of trompe d'oeil to the work. The painted surface 
is stable and the surface appears to have protected it from worm infestation. 
The rest of the timber boards which are probably of elm are extremely 
spongy and will need consolidation if they are to be replaced. The date 
[E. Clive Rouse] 1590-1610AD. 
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Harwell Middle Farm (Kings.Manor) - Cruck outhouse, thatched outhouse - 

J.M. Steane, PRNs 9330 SU 45208935 

Following a planning application to change the barns into offices 

a field investigation was carried out at the request of the Vale of the 

White Horse District Council. 

Middle Farm, as Kings Manor was known until 10 years ago, which occupies 

a central position in the village of Harwell, was the capital messuage 

of half a knight's fee, some 200 acres and 30 shillings of rent. It 

was in the hands of the Bayllol family in the 13th century and the Brounz 

family in the late 14th and 15th century (see J.M. Fletcher, "Three 

Medieval Farmhouses in Harwell", Berks Arch J. 62, 1965-6, 45-70). 

The farmhouse itself is one of the most important medieval timber 

framed buildings in the Vale of the White Horse. It is considered 

in detail in Fletcher's article of 1965 (pp 47-51). The farm 

buildings, however deserve detailed notice : they consist of three, the 

cruck outhouse, the thatched outhouse (which is now called Cherry Barn) 

and the cruck barn (which is referred to as the Grove Road barn). The 

following description covers the first two only since they were the 

subject of the planning application. 

(1) The cruck outhouse. This building now limited to two bays open 

to the rafters lies 15 feet from the east face of the farmhouse. The 

northerly of the two, remaining cruck trusses (now the gable end truss) 

has purlins lying on its back supported by chock shaped blocks. The 

presence of mortices for windbraces on both sides of one of the blades 

(Fletcher's observation p. 52) points to the likelihood that there was 

another bay to the north. The blades have slots which took a tie beam; 

one of the spurs which originally supported the wall plate has survived 

on the north west side. The wall plate here itself is a replacement 

but on the other side, although split and distorted, it has remarkably 

survived with its slots for studs and groove to take panels of wattle 

and daub. It is important that this piece of timber be retained if at all 

possible. One further point of interest is that this cruck truss is 

unchamfered and is likely to have marked a partition between the (now, 

vanished) northern bay and the central two bay unit. The shape of the 

central truss blades are shouldered, the collar is archbraced, the purlins 

trenched into the backs of the blades. Both the crucks themselves and the 

arch bracing are chamfered, to provide a slightly ogival shape the centre 

of the collar is cut into in betipmen the two arch braces. This is an 

echo of the more pronounced ogival shape seen in the arched timbering 

of the porch attached to the house. The function of the cruck outhouse 

is not clear. Fletcher considers that it may have been a retainer's hall; 

but the lack of smoke blackening argues against this. It seems that 

some form of warehouse or granary is more likely. The date is likely 

to be in the mid 14th century. The date has been established by radio 

carbon 14 dating. Here a date of felling of the timbers iS7-teckoned to 

be 1350 AD (C.R.J. Currie and J.M. Fletcher "Two early cruck houses in 

North Berkshire identified by radio carbon, Med. Arch. XV, 1972, 137). 

(139) 



A thatched outhouse. (Cherry Barn) is situated some 20ft south west 
of the cruck outhouse and is now connected to it by 21 bays of post 
medieval framing. The V40 end 12ft long bays end with a half hipped roof 
and have a form of framing current in the late medieval period, jowled 
posts, tie beams, upper and lower collars each below sets of butt jointed 
purlins. 'The principal rafters meet on either side of the ridge pole 
which they clasp between them. Horizontal stiffening is provided by 
two pairs of curved windbraces per bay. A good deal of the very 
substantial framing of the walling survives including two interesting 
features. There were at least two windows, one in each of the lateral 
walls, with timber mullions. The walling material was evidently 
wattle and daub panels because auger holes are to be seen under the 
soffits of the wall plates accompanied by grooves in the rails. The 
weatherboarding despite its considerable antiquity on the southern side 
(under the outshut facing the sunken yard) is clearly a secondary expediency 
for wall cladding. Fletcher considers (p. 54) a date in the middle to late 
15th century. The function has to take into account the fact that the 
timbers are heavily smoke blackened in these two bays; it was perhaps 
used for brewing or malting but does not seem likely to have been a 
kitchen. It is joined by three trusses of late 17th-18th century framing 
with characteristic queenposts supporting single collars. There are 
horizontal timbers braced by slanting struts. 

The third main phase of building represented in the group of farm 
buildings mhich is the subject of the current application is in two parts. 
The 15th century brewhouse interpreted here as a bnewhousewas linked to 
the 14th century cruck outhouse by two and a half bays of timber framing 
which include al double door opening onto a yard to the north. Also a three 
bay barn was added to the south of the cruck outhouse. I link these two 
additions 'because the carpentry is very similar in style and is characteristic 
of farm buildings of the mid 18th century in the Vale of the White Horse. 
The framing is mounted on dwarf walls of limestone rubble and consists of 
sole plates into which are tenoned principal posts consisting of roughly 
squared quarter or half trees. These are jowled in the case of the link 
building but not in the case of the 3 bay barn. The roof timbers are 
supported by Queen posts which in turn are braced by short horizontal 
timbers atItached to the tie beam by struts. Again the link building has 
a slightly,' unusual feature of slanting struts. The walling apparently has 
always been weatherboarding attached to the posts and rails. There is one 
example of a window in the east wall of the 3 bay barn. It has five lights, 
timber mull ions set lozenge wise and is only visible internally. It is 

noteworthy, that remains of the original rafters are seen in the 3 bay 
barn above the upper range of purlins. There is a plank ridge piece. There 
are two doors in the 3 bay barn opening towards the drive way up to the house. 
Judging from the cobbled threshold the one further away from the house is 

an old one'. Double doors open out from the central bay into the sunken yard 
on the other side. An extra bay resting on brick pillars weatherboarded like 
the rest has been added to the link building, I would guess in the 20th century. 
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It seems that there may have been a large open hall in the 

centre lit by a fireplace from the central stack now much 
altered which may have gone up to rafter level with two 
floor levels at either end. The tie beams have slots for 

joists indicating the position of attic floors. The roof 

covering is Stonesfield type slate on the south side and 

ceramic tiles on the north. There are stone ridge tiles and 

a ball finial with a spike at the street end. 

Access to the house appears to have been through the north door 
which faces onto the stack, making the house an example of the 
Lobby Entrance type. Lateral planned doorways lead to the 

rooms on either side (Mercer E. English Vernacular Houses, 1975, 

61). Most of the windows have been renewed probably on several 

occasions. The north side of the house now has two gables, 

externally covered with plaster with large windows with 
leaded lights. They go with a romantic timber-framed and 

brick porch with brackets and probably date from c. 1910-20. There 

are large brick additions at the west end probably of the 18th or 

19th centuries. 

(3) Stables. The building which is the subject of the present planning 

application is described as a "barn" but its position and fittings 

indicates that it is more likely to have been a stable. This is 

a four bay building. It is built of roughly course greensand 

rubble up to the plinth course and further stonework is visible 

on the interior. The upper part of the walls are built of brick, 

Flemish bond with some vitrified headers. There are 3, 2 light 

square headed windows with gauged brick heads and ovolo mullions. 

The brick size is 23 x 5 x 11cms. This part of the building seems 

to be late 17th century in date. The roof timber construction 

is principal rafters, clasped purlins, tie beams with queenposts 

supporting the upper purlins and queen struts supporting the 

lower purlins. There are signs of the former existence of 

an upper room at the south end of the roof space : battens, whitewash 

and fragments of plaster all suggest the presence of an ostler's 

or groom's room. in the rear of the building facing into the 

stone paved yard it is clear that there were formerly three 

doorways with timber lintels. Two are blocked. These suggest 

a stable. This conclusion is supported by the existence of a 
floor of moulded hard brick with bevelled edges, a ceramic 

equivalent of a pitched stone floor suitable for sweeping out 

a stable. The lofty space inside is also typical of a stable. 
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Kings Manor, East Hendred - John Steane - PRN 13962 SU 46058885 

A visit was undertaken in October 1987 at the request of the Vale 

of the White Horse District Council, in connection with a planning 

application to convert the barn into residential accommodation. Our 

thanks are due to Mr and Mrs J. Cléments, the owners, for permission 

to view the barn and the house. 

The history of the Kings Manor goes back to the llth century (Victoria 

County History, Berkshire, IV, 296). The house and remains of 

former farm buildings occupy a prominent position on the road front 

in the centre of the village opposite the Jesus Chapel. 

It consists of an early, c. 16th century gatehouse at right 

angles to the east end of the house. This is of two storeys 

and is of rubble stone in two builds. The first metre or so 

from ground level is thin flaggy greensand rubble roughly coursed. 

Above is rubble made of chalk blocks and may represent a rebuild 

on old stone foundations. The quoins are built of brick and 

there are decorative small brick panels all over the building. 

These can be seen on the (now inside) wall facing onto the barn 

which indicates that the gatehouse predates these other outbuildings. 

Moulded bricks are used on the plinth course. The ground floor 

is lit by a 2 light square headed window with a hood mould and 

chamfered mullion. Also there is another 2 light square headed 

window with chamfered mullion in the gable. The upper part of 

the gable is decorated with cut tiles in a diaper pattern. The 

apex is covered with tiles. The stone gable ends in a cusped stone 

ridge tile which may formerly have had a ball finial. 

The gatehouse was formerly blocked with a brick wall as is 

seen in a 19th century watercolour in the house. It is 

connected by a bridge to the house. A doorway with the inscription 
JAMQUE OPUS EXEGI leads out of the gatehouse to the north. 

The Farmhouse is a listed Grade II building and is situated 

at right angles to the road. It is six bays, two storeys and 

attics. A good complete example of a building to be dated c 1550 

with small framing where the frame is "divided into small squares ... 

by vertical and horizontal timbers" (Mercer E. English Vernacular 

Houses, HMSO, 1975, 114-5). There is a dwarf stone wall covered 

with a cement skin which conceals the type of stone. The walls 

are timber-framed with brick nogging. The brick size is 23 x 5 x 12cms. 

The four bays on the east side have straight braces and these are 

lacking in the two bays at the west end. There is no sign at roof 

level, however of the building being constructed in two phases. 

There are two original windows, both on the north side and now 

enveloped in additions and so no longer serving their original 

purpose. They are both 4 light, square headed with timber 

mullions set lozenge shaped. The main posts are jowled and 

support tie beams, collar beams, upper purlins clasped, lower 

purlins butt jointed. The upper floor levels appear to have been altered. 
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Sydney Temple 

Some Notes on Discovering the Line of Streets in Dorchester-on-Thames 

The streets of present day Dorchester=on-Thames in Oxfordshire are 
unrelated to thope of the Roman walled tOwniof the second century, as 

S. Frere showed in his excavations of 1962. By excavating in the . 

allotments which cover approximately the southern third of the Roman 
town, he was able toostablieh.the line of a portion of the town wall 
and the lines of some of the streets (See Fig. 1).. Though the present 
day High Street crosses the line of the north wall of the Roman town at 
approximately the presuMed location of ihe Roman north gate, juet below 
the présent Chain Lane, the line of the High Street tOday has little 
relation to the line of streets in the Roman town. 

1 

Frere found that marks of timber buildings of the Saxon period were not 
aligned with the streets that he was able to trace within the Roman 
town. And in the Beech House and Castle Inn excavations, made by Trevor 
Rowley' and others, évidence was found of other Saxon qructures which 
were not related to the street plan of the Roman tOwn. (See Fig. 2) 

On the basis of this evidence Rowley was able to state, in his "Early 
Saxon Settlement in Dorchester-on-Thames" , that "by the late Saxon 
period the Roman street pattern had definitely gone out of use". 

The fiist permanent building in the present townlocation must have been 
the.smâil Cathedral built:for Bishop Birinus presumablyeear the. Thame 
River locati6Oof his baptism_of-Bishop.Cynegil in 635. .It is evident 
that the:Piesent High Street;As'oriented to the location of Dorchester 
Abbey_Which was presumably built on the site of thatfirst church 
building. 

Rowley has suggested that the present line of the High Street was laid 
out when the Bishop of Lincoln made an attempt to establish a market 
town here after the See City of the diocese had been transferred to 
Lincoln. Of this he wrote, "It is more than probable that the basic 
modern road pattern was created in the early Middle Ages when an 
attempt may have been made to form a borough here. In the twelfth century. 
Dorchester was part of the estate of the Bishop of Lincoln; in two other 
Oxfordshire manors, Thame and Banbury, new towns were created by the 
Bishop. It seems probable that a similarçattempt was made at Dorchester 
to found a town outside the Abbey gates"." On this basis he included a 

"Reconstrdction of town plan of medieval Dorchester" as his Figure 5, 

which is included here as Figure 3. 

.-The 1845 Titheinap of 'Dorchester showed:Rotten Row as a continuation of. 
High-Street in a straight-line. (Seo.Fig. 4) Then Samian:Way, tothe- 
south,lis Shown aonearly on a direct lide of the continuation of High 
Street=Rotten Row. If'this were a continued.street to include-High 
Street=Rotten Row-Samian.Wey.it'would follow the line suggested,by Rowley 
inhisreconstructionof'th&town pl.= of medieval Dorchester. Buildings 
of medieval.or. 16C/17C:date are.to be found from thenOtthern part of:- 
High Street, on Rottenjlow-and on Samian Way, marking Out the coMplete 
route Of the.earli High Street. in Dorchester. (See figs.,4 and 5). 
Terrace coitiges on Bridge End Green of 16C/17C date Mark' the route taken 
by thOroad from the end of .the High Street-Rotten RowSamian Way to.the 
old bridge. 

- 

Medieval ..buildings are identified as those which.show proof that they 
.once had been of Open Hall construction. Of,euch medieval Open Hall 
dwellings Malcolm Airs statee in his Buildings of.Biitaid, Tudor and 
jacobein (1982): "At the beginning of:'the-sixteenth century eVerybody who 
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was not of the gentry lived in a house dominated by a single room open 
to the roof and heated from an open fire placed in the middle of the 
floor ... a hall extended for the full height of the building ... 

flanked at either egd by storeyed bays with specialized service and 
storage functions". 

The hall at the centre of the house was framed by cruck trusses which 
reached from the floor to'the roof. (See Fig. 6A). It has been said 
.that from philological .evidence the technique_may go.back to the tenth 
century when furcae, or forks, are first mentioned in connection with 
building fnd that:it may-have earlier history-as-a variant of Saxon 
practice. The simplest.cruck construction consists of two posts 
rising from the.ground to-form a triangle, linked at the ridgeline to 
another similar triangle. Curved timbers were usuapy selected from 
the forest to make a matching pair of.cruck-blades:- Two early cruck- 
framed houses in North Berkshire have be6n identified by radiocarbon 

- dating 9 having beenrconstructed before the end of the thirteenth 
century. 

A cruck-framed house at Lower Radley, Berkshire, has shown by pottery 

found in the excavation to have been buili-bei6re the end of the 

fourteenth century. Because the house was condemned it was possible to 

take it apart, piece by piece, and by removing later additions it was 

possible to recognise the medieval house as,it was before the sixteenth 

century fireplaces and extra floor levelyowere added. The central 

hearth-was discovered in the excavation. (See Fig. 6A). 

Medieval buildings that have been identified on Dorchester High Street 

begin at the north end with the Tudor Cottage, 76 High Street, and 

continue south with the Bull Inn, the Nook and adjoining cottage, the 

George Inn, three terrace cottages set back at 13 to 19 High Street to 

the Fleur de Lys Inn at the intersection with Rotten Row. On Rotten Row 
the series continues with the Pigeons cottage and the Old Cottage. Then 

on the previous continuation of the street the Croft Cottage on Samian 

Way shows evidence of once having been a cruck-framed building. 

Next after Hall Houses came the 16C/17C Lobby entry houses. (See Fig. 6B). 

Of these Malcolm Airs has written in the same work-i--"WithIn the space of 

less than a hundred years the housing conditions ... had been strongly 
transformed", and "The agent was the enclosed fireplace to take the 

smoke away ... William Harrison wrote in 1577-of how men marvelled at 

'the multitude of chimneys lately erected' in his own village, 'whereas 

in their younger days there were not so many as two or three, if so 

many ...'. The chimneystack brought the medieval house a new lease of 
life ... Not unexpectedly there was a variety of shortlived solutions, 

but by the early seventeenth century ... By far the most popular and 

the one with the widest distribution was the lobby-entry house. In its 

smallest form, the chimneystack was placed in the centre of thelyouse 

with an entrance lobby to the front and staircase to the rear". 

On the High-StreetRotten RowSamian Way line the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centurY houses have been identified; starting with Old Forge 

cottage,. .72 High. Street, the 16C/17C buildings continue south with 
. Willoughby House, 73-High Street, and the adjoining cottage at 63 High 
-.Street,..The ,Crown Inn, 52 High Street, the terrace cottages next at 

36-44 High Street, the .building. across the street at number 55, with a 
carpentér's mark of 1691 cut into .a front timber, which may have been 
the lastportion of The Bull Inn to be built, back on the east side of 
the street is Abhey Cottage, 30 High. Street, and The White Hart Inn to 

the south on the same Side,of the street, then. across the street again, 
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the cottage at 33-35 High Street. On down at the end of the previous 

extension of High Street, now a cul de sac, is Mayflower Cottage, 

9 Rotten Row. Over at Bridge End Green is a set of Terrace cottages 

of 16C/17C date which mark the extension of the old route to the old 

bridge over the Thame River. 

Two cottages which are not on the former High Street-Rotten Row-Samian 

Way have been identified as of 16C/17C date. They are the cottage at 

8 Martin's Lane and that at 16 Malthouse Lane. 

Ccintemporaneous evidence of the route of the former extension of High 
'Street to the old bridge as-evidenced by these medieval and .16C/17C 
buildings is to be found in a detail of Dorchester atreets as shown on 
the strip maP of 1675by John Ogilby. An enlargement-of two strips from 
the Oiilby book of strips is included as Figure 7 with a further 

enlargement of the Dorchester detail as Figure 8. It will be seen that 

on the 1675 map the aorth-south High Street passes in front of the Abbey, 
then leads directly to the old bridge after a swing to:.the east at its 

southern end The road which turns-to the south of the Abbey grounds'. 
does aot extend to the old bridge on the Ogilby map but dies at thelhame- 

-River above the old bridge. 

An eighteenth century county map of Oxfordshire, published by R. Davis 
in 1707 gives a more detailed picture of the streets from the 614 bridge 
to the Abbey area, though it omits some elements (Samian Way-is not shown 

nor. ia the Bridge End Green). An enlargement of the Dorchester street 
-plan fromthis map is included as' Figure 9. A comparison of the two 
eighteeath centuryamps as the Dorchester streets-are repréSented therein 
wOultiauggest that aometime between 1675,; the date of the Ogilby map,.-and 
1797, the date of the Davis map., the route of High.Street-Rotten Row- 
Samian Way was superseded by another route from the old bridge to the 
Abbey area. - 

The path of the new, and shorter,route fromthe-old bridge appearsto be 
marked by a cottage now-numbered 12 Bridge End which is not aligned,with 
the Present street but angles slightly toward the point where High Street 

meets Ithe Abbey grounds. It would havabeen aligned with::the road that 
led up from the old bridge after the High Street-Rotten RowSaMian Way 
road-Was abandoned. 

This .Cottage has the date 1715 with initials CL in a square panel over the 
front dbor. Though dating on a house cannot automatically be.assumed to 
be AUthentic, if it were the correct date for the building of the cottage 
this Would give some guidance for the dating.or the institution of the 
newsborter route from the old bridge to the Abbey grounds There are 
other aighteenth century dates.on houses in Dorchester and nearby Overy 
which Would-tend to authenticate-the dating of 42 Bridge End 

MollyMops, the cottage at the head of present Samian Way, has Mat 
sections set into the brick exterior as does 12-Bridge:End,suggesting 
that the.two were built in the same period of house styles..: 
haS the date 1731 and initials PFE in the panel oVer,the front door, like 
12 Bridge' End. The overdoor panel on Mollymops is similar to thatover 
the dbor of the Manor House in Overy' which is Aatad 1712 with initials 
DWH. The similarity of the eighteenth century dating of these-three 
buildings is striking. 

The cottage, Mollymops, waa built in the middle of what would have been 
the oid road, 'High StreetROtten Row,Samiaa Way. When the old route 
was abandoned all traffic would have moved directly along the neW shorter 
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route from the old bridge to High Street at the Abbey grounds. Since 

the road surfaces. at that time were said to have been "comparable to 
that of the unmetalled. farm tract"12 it is not Surprising to find that 
a cottage was built in the middle of a former road that had been 
abandoned. Two 'cottages, now joined as one and called.Pilgrims, was 
built across the old route at the,other end of the break, at the foot 

. of the present.Rotten.Row, which is.now a cul de sac leading from High 
Street. 

Other buildings marked with an eighteenth century date give more evidence 

of the route of the 18th century roads as marked in Figure 10. The 

large house at the corner of Bridge End Road and Watling Lane has the 
date 1797 over.the front door and the cottage at 2 Rotten Row, formerly 
the Farmer's Man Public House, has the date 1781 with the initials IC 

scratched in a brick near the front gate. 

Among the buildings now destroyed which would mark the route of the roads 
in the eighteenth century is the old Castles Public House which was on 

the lane leading from Bridge End Road to Rotten Row. On what would have 

been a continuation of that lane, now marked by the much used footpath, 
a terrace of cottages remembered by present residents of the nearby area 

has disappeared. Extending from Mollymops to Bridge End Road a lane known 

as Albert Place is also marked by a footpath. 

On the basis of the evidence presented in this paper it appears that it 

is'now possible to determine the old line.of streets in Dorchester-on- 

Thames.. The cottages-of medieval. and 16C/17C dates which have been 

identified mark out the old north-south stretch of the High Street as 

shown in Rowley's hypothetical reconstruction of the town plan of 

:medieval Dorchester. This has been shown to follow the route which 

would follow-the link-up of the present High Street, down Rotten Row and 

acrcise to connect, with the present Samian Way. The old route to the 

then existing bridge would have:tPrned east at the end of the old High 

Street (present Samian Way) passing by the Bridge End Green to the 

.bridge entrance. 

The route from the existing bridge to the Abbey grounds was then replaced 

by a more direct route toward the end of the seventeenth century as 

evidenced by Contemporary maps. The increase in road traffic thrOughout 

the land after the time of the Highways Act of 1555 and the first 

Turnpike Act Of 1663,influenced:here, ai elsewhere,' 'the changes in road 

patterns in Dorchester-on-Thames. The Henley,.Abingdon-Oxford Turnpike 

of 1736 which Passed through Dorchester must have increased the traffic 

flow within the .town. (See Fig. 11). This would-account for the 

development of the shorter route from the existing bridge to the High 

Street at the Abbey.grounds as witneesed by the angle of the cottage now 

numbered 12 Bridge End Road'and.shown in Figure 10. 

Thus it has been eeen that the cottages of Dorchester stand today to 
bear witness to the routes of the roads on which they have stood. From 

the medieval buildings and those of the sixteenth and seventeenth 

centuries, to cOttageSbearing'eighteenth century dates the cottage 

evidence:has borne out the record preserved in the early maps. 
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"Excavations at Dorchester-on-Thames, 1962" by S. Frere in 
Archaeological Journal cxix (1962) 114-149. See also "Excavations 
at Dorchester on Thames, 1963" by S. Prere in Archaeological 
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Thames, 1972" by R. Bradley, A. Grant and S. Sheridan in Oxoniensia 
43 (1978) 17-39. "Excavations at Beech House Hatel, Dorchester- 
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Fig. 1 Dorchester-on-Thames 
general vlan 

(from "Excavations at Dorchester 
on Thames, 1962" by S.Frere in 
Archaeological Journal cxix 
1962) 

Fig. 2 

(from "Early Saxon 
Dorchester" by Jean Cook 
in Dorchester through the 
Ages 1985) 



Fig. 3 Reconstruction of town plan of med- 
ieval Dorchester (from "Early Saxon 
Settlements in Dorchester" ed.T. 
Rowley, BAR 6, 1974) 

Fig. 6A from "A Cruck House it Lower 
Radley, Berks" by D.A.Hintoft in 
Oxoniensia 32 (1967) showing plan of 
14th.cent.crUck house with open hall- 

, 

& 16th.cent fireplaces & Cruck II . 
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Fig. 4 Dated buildings in Dorchester 
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see Fig.5 for Identification 
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Fig. 6B from Buildings of Britain 
Tudor & Jacobean (1982) by 
Malcolm Airs 

Courtesy: Oxfordshire Archit. & Hist.Society 
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Tudor Cottage, 76 High Street . 

2. Old Forge Cottage, 72 High Street 

.3., Willoughby House, 73 High Street 

The cottage ai 71. High Street 

5. The cottage at 63 High Street 

6. The Crown Inn, 52 High Street 

Terrace cottages at 36-44 High Street 

The Bull Inn, 57-59 High Street 

Bull Inn, last-part '(?) 55 High Street 

Abbey Cottage, 30 High Street 

The White Hart Inn 

The Nook and cottage, 37-39 High Street 

The cottages at 33-35 High Street 

The George Inn 

Three terrace cottages, 13-19 High St. 

The Fleur de Lys Inn 

The Pigeons cottage, 15 Rotten flow 

The Old Cottage, 13 Rotten Row 

Mayflower Cottage, 9 Rotten Row 

Croft Cottage, Samian Way 

Terrace Cottages, Bridge End Green 

Other dated buildings, off High Stre 

Cottage at 9 Martin's Lane 

Cottage at 16 Malthouse Lane 
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16C/17C 

1.6C/17C 

6C/17C 

Medieval 

Cruck framed 

Lobby entrance 

Plan form and 
frameWork + 

Plan form and 
framework 

Lobby Entrance 

Timber framework 

Timber framework 

Timber framework 
and gallery 

Carpenter's date - 
1610 

Gable and jetty 

Timber framework 

Evidence of open 
hearth 

Lobby entrances 

King strut braces 

Cruck framed 

Cruck framed 

bruck framed 

Evidence in open 
hall. 

Lobby entrance 

Cruck framed 

Timber framework 

Lobby entrance 

Timber framework 

The evidence for Medieval and 16C/17C buildings, as given by Malcolm 
Airs for buildings personally examined by him. Others such as The 
Priory cottage, by the Lych Gate, now with Georgian additions, are of 
similar date but have not been personally examined. 

+ The timber framework evidence is based on deductions from the nature 
of the visible framework, the type of roof trusses, and,details of 
the joihings. 

Figure 5 

Dated buildings along the old route of the High Street 

The building The period The evidence 6 

Medieval 

16C/17C 

16C/17C 

16C/17C. 

17C 

16C/17C 

16C/17C: 

Medieval 

16C/17C 

Medieval 

Medieval 

Medieval 

Medieval 

Medieval 

16C/17C 

Medieval 

16C/17C 

et 

16C/17C 

16C/17C 
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Fig. 7 A Portion of the strip maps of John Ogilby, 1675 

(courtesy: Map Room, Bodleian Library) 
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Fig. 8 Enlarged from strip 
map by John Ogilby (1675) 

(courtesy: Map Room, 
Bodleian Library) 
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Fig. 11 From Turnpike 
Roads in Oxfordshire 
Information Sheet 5, 

Oxfordshire Museum 
Service, Woodstock 1977 
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Fig. 9 Enlargement of 
section of the map 
published by R.Davis, 
1 August 1797 
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Marked in the 18th century 
CL 1713 12 Bridge End 

angled to present street 
PFE 1731 "Mollymops" on Samian Way 
EC 1781 2 Rotten Row 

formerly Farmers Man Pub 
1797 24 Bridge End 

corner of Watling Lane 

Buildings now destroyed 

Castle Pub in original location 

between Rotten Row & Bridge End 
Buildings on lane in allotments 

betw. Rotten Row & Watling Lane 
Terrace houses by Mollymops 

.from Samian Way to Bridge End. 

*Probable road patterns in Dorchester- 

on-Thames in the eighteenth century. 
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